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BOOKSELLER, i 


SIR, . | 

FT NEED: not tell you with what ſucceſs 
FF you publiſhed the - Excellent Treatiſe, 
$''THE-WHOLE DUTY OF MAN: 
t1s-your Felicity to be again” inſtrumental 
to the profit of this Church and Nation, 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and Prudent 
Inſtrutions. And although the Addreſs be 
not ſo Univerſal in this, as in the former ; yet 
this will have a large influence upon other Con- 
ditions belides Gentlemen : Their Converſe, 
if reformed, will be exemplary and operative 
upon others. A Gentry that would afford an 
obedient Ear to theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy 
that would to Piety and Learnixg, joyn Humility, 
Modeſty and Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane 
means to recover this ſinful Nation, and oppreſſed *” 
Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 
under which we now groan. So that the 4rge- 
nt is well choſen, and it is ſo managed, thatTI 
know not what a Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe 
can deſire which is not here. © The Author keeps 
cloſe to his fatended Province and Deſign, his 
Reaſons are ſinewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
are ſevere and grave, yet plealing; and they 
== | A _ whom 
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whom he chides, muſt needs love him. There 
is nothing in his Periods redundang or defeRiye; 
he hath a Native elegancy that invites his- Rea- 
der ; Variety of Learning couched not vaunted ; 
anda Perſpicxity ſuch, as will make his Reaſon- 
ings appear taa weak Eye: A Merry which is 
enriched with all theſe Graces, ſhall ( I truſt ) not 
only be frequently and attentively peruſed, but 
that it will lively affe, and {iy gloleitgthaReigs, 
and-peſictrate the. Heart of the Reader, eſpecially 
that Reader for whom it is deſigned ; and for ts 
Blefing on theGeatry, it is ouir Duty to (olicyt 


the Divine Goodnef 4 O1 
SARUM, F 
27. Oftob, 165g. 
Yogr aſſured Friend, 


Hum, H,. 
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PREFACE 


x. F HE Authority of Cuſtom hath ſo much 
a more general prevalency than that of 
= Truth; tha he that ſhall adventure to 
aſſault that with this, may be thought not to heve 
wel digeſted the prudent Caution of our Saviour, 
Luke 14. 31. Toit down and confider whe- 
ther he be able with ten thouſand to meet 
him that cometh againſt him with twenty 
thouſand ; for doubrlef ſuch, and much greater is 
the odds \berween theſe two Litigants. And tothe 
imputation of this unwarinefs I cannot but foreſee the 
preſent Deſign very liable. 
2. GENTILITY has long fince confuted 
Job's Aphoriſm, Man is born _—_ and in- 
ſtead thereof, has pronounced to its Clients the ich 
man's Requiem, Soul take thine eaſe, eat, drink 
A 4 and 
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and be merry, A Gentleman is now p ſuppoſed # to 
be only.a thing of pleaſure, a creature ſent. into the 
World, as the Leviathan into the acep, to take his 
paſtime therein, ( and the better to complete the 
Parallel, to devour hu underlings too ) and then twill 
be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous $ oleciſm 
z0 —_ t to define his Calling, whoſe very E 
is f ws Iners none. * Nay,; 
ill deemed* not onl as but io prin a 
oje, of -obbin his Birth-ri gh 
jan a Mr made 
is quality, and of 1 himatoin = 


ar Maſs, fram_'which. r= Providthce and 


 bumane-Laws have diflinguiſbed bim. But from 
this jealouſi e I dare _ the enſuing leaves. ti be 
"= ownVindicators. « - 

I HAVE been nounconcerned (mich *; 
inſet ). Speflator of the Depreſſion the Gentry 
have f, or under in theſe latter years, but have payd 
oy my juſt Tribute of compaſſion-. yet-l conſeſs I 
think thoſe ſcarce worthy a regret;in compariſon with 
thoſe voluntary deſcents, too many of them have made 
from true worth and vertue. Tis ſure a far leſs de- 
plorable ſpeflacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpaled of his 
Fortune by his Conſcience, than his Luxury, and to 
behold him under the ſlroke of the Headſman, than 


under 
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us the fonrce of all our Sufferings;"\and 5s i Jl 
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THE* PREFACE. 
under thoſt more inſamour Executioners, his Luft, or 
Intenigerange. Tet I fear if the Martyrology even uf 
theſe ſiffering Times were” ſcamed; Venus and 
Bacchus would be-found to have had many mere 
Martyrs, than God rr Loyalty. I% 
+4. BUT I confeſs it os impertinence chus t 
baloeee the two rs of, doing and ſuffering ill, 
faxce 'tis-certain the Tater is to be reſolved into the for» 
mer, \nub-has noexiſtente of it ſelf, 'but what itdes 
rivesfromehat. "Pumſbments are but the reſultsof 
fin + ah therefo re whatever Malignity nity is in the 


| 


Efe8,\ becomes intive chargeable upon the Caſe, 


but og#\only unhappineſs. This Conſideration ſhew 


leſs.obvious,. than thoſe; though oe would think"it 
ks:emceded: as tþe head of Nitus, that ſhould on 
obſerve Bow many 'other Originals of our Cala 
are alſirned; whilſt 1his is Lectlnai of. This 
Jo alris ſuffered toſleep ſecurely in the Ship, while 
: more innocent Fraught is caſt over-board, Jo 
nab r; 5. Every tht leaſt ſparkle from without is 
charged as an Incendiary, when alas, ke Ktna, onr __\ 
own buwels ſend out that fire, which has ſo near re- © 
duced us to aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account 
the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and moſi neceſſary 
| | fiep 
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fleps to the Cure; ſo certainly is it bere be conviStien 
of pr. guilt is 4 'moſt indi nſable Preparative £0- 
wards the eaſe of our Preſſures.and we Lows be hea- 
vy laden in the Chriſtian. _ Matth. r1..23. 

beſos we ſhall Ceaſe "tabs ſoin the Civil, . 

a 5+ B UT Ljear menproceed in this affair rather 
be Muymch nk thangred Ply, fact 
liajug Medicixes to allay the Effefs.or 
dynes to ſtupifie the Paient,and w q : 

Yate of the Malady. Nor do 1 ——— Er- 
mr tothe Gentty, 'tis 100. vifible that 'alh forts and 
Ho a i proge ity to let ay. one 


m— 


not _ that Are 10 themſelves) Jrmbis 
maalck lands branded towards Irael,Deut.2 5. 
48. by their perſeverin ties ſuite and Jeſir 
thoſe vv {fon —_— their cmd 
ties ; but that they would now at laſ ly advert 
#0 ohis ir ſo great and important concernment, and 
pitch upon the true Achan, that has thus long trou- 
d their Iſrael. And that being done ohkfley 

direfs the next ſtep of the Proceſs, cork 


him.to execution, cutting that off, which will elſe in 
fallibly 
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fallibly bring down a Fatal Excifion upon themſelves, 
Nor is this to he deferred; for alas the Diſeaſe u come 
t0 too great @ height, too dangerous a Crif1s, to admit 
any delay of the Remedy. | | 
6.W.HE ws yPt had ſmarted = a - 
ceſfion_ of miraculous plaowes for detaining the 1ſra- 
= _ Servants x oil whe pb him 'ro 
releaſe thim, "and conclude their advice wih thu P a- 
therighe enforcement, Knowelt thou not yet that 
Egyptis daſtroyed ? Aud God knows I may byt roo 
properly. $ive.'the ſame-\edge 10 mike ;* For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eftates wafled, your Pri- 
viledges'Tiolated,. your Splendors eclipfed your Pey- 
ſans reſtrained, your'families broken and fhauered, 
our Dignities: trampled 'uyon by the meaneft of the 
oo na ſches'quie tranſpoſed NN 
ſtation;i now'made the: Tail who were once the 


Head, Deutv28; 4.4) Hud if it not yer firre to dif 


miſs thoſe Sins which are"rhe Authors of ull this ? If 
you are ſtill of Pharaoh's .mind, and reſolve to re- 
tain then, you are certainly no leſs obſtinate than be, 
but much more irrational, He had ſomewhat of vi. 
ſible advantage to tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, 
they were his Slaves, wrought hard at his work built 
bim Cities." \ But how far is that from the Caſe here \ 
They are not your Slaves, but your Task-maſlers, 
=Y which 
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which yow.are ſo unwilling ta part with, thoſe that ſet 
you to the vileſt and moſi ſervile Druagerirs,'\and are 
ſo far from bringing. you in profit, thatl may boldly 
make the Apofiles challenge, Rom. 6.21. What 
fruit have you had of thoſe things ? | And doubt 
not the only account you can bring in of your Harveſt, 
muſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries. We are wit- 
neſſes of many. Houſes, many Cities they have demo- 
liſh'd and laid waſte,” but we have no flrufture of 
theirs to ſhaw, but a Babel of Confuſion: 21 4 

»» 5... B U-T\ alas, - theſe. your ſecular F nines are 
| but their modeſt and petty out-rages. 'Take:another 
. viewof them,and it will like Exckiel's Fifon, Ezek. 
16.8. preſent you with more -and greater abomina\ 
_ tionsthantheſe, evenube abomination of deſo- 
lation 4n the holy place. Jour fins bave not. only | P 
defolated your own houſes, but Gods. That Beauty | © 
of his Ornament whith he ſet in Majefty,' Ezek. | " 
7.20: hath by theſe your deteſtable things been ex. | "* 
poſed to ſpoil and pollution. ':'We are nt yet grown fo |® 


oldin our miſeries as to have out-worn the apgravati- 


on of reteergbaring our happier eſtate . And how ſad,how h, 
wounding] a-comemplation is it to compare te po and | 
preſent condition of This Church ? the IP 
Temple was rebuilding, the joy of that reſtauration | ** 
could wot ſuppreſs the grief of thoſe who remembred | 


the 
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che ſo much more Glorious Fabrick of the firſt, .but 
they laid the foundation in their tears, the Text ſays, 
They wept with a loud voice, Nehem.3.12. 
But what tears, what ejulations can be bitter or loud 
h for us, who are to lament not partial and im-- 
perfet oe but total ruines and _—_ that 
ſee the materials of our Sion now reduced w duſt and 
rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happily compabied, built 
zogether as a-City at unity 1n itſelf. 
8. AND while we thu remember Sion, 
and are qur ſelves by the waters of Babylon; tis 
ſure but proper we {it down and weep; bid, as: 
thoſe Caprives,Plal. 137.4 ſolemn Agieu to' all enter- 
tainments of joy and pleaſure. And would God we all, 
particularly you to whom I now ſpeak;did as exafily 
parallel them in this ſad and pious reſentment, as we 
doin the motives of it, that ſo your quarrel to ſin 
mioht be accended to its full height, as that which 
robs you not only of your ſpricud, but ( that which 
many of you have more guſt of ) your carnal joys alſe. 
'Ti your fins, I would I could ſay yours alone, which 
bave been the perſecuting Sauls, that have thus 
made havock of the Church. The Securities, 
Profaneneſs, and Licentiouſneſs of your proſpe- 
rous days made the firſt breaches in her walls : and 
now the Tmpenitence and incorrigiblenef/ of your 


cala- 


THE PREFACE 
calamitous, like the Edomates, cry down With. 
her, down with her even to the ground. 
'Twaa amongſt the Jews a Capital Guilttecurſe a | w/ 
Parent, and ſhall it now paſs for an eaſie, or no crime, |M 
not only. to curſe but deſtroy our common Mother, 10 | ap 
abet and maintain thoſe Troops which thus defie, yea | ar 
invade her ? O why ſhould you not at laſt recal your Ih, 
exiled Piety, and aſſume a boly and becoming indig- ha 
nation againſt theſe her cruel, ber implacal Ene- 
mes ? 

9. BUT this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 
whilſt you arraign only other mens ſins, and leave 
your OWN-out of N Indiment. I doubt not many 
of you do with diſpleaſure, perhaps more than enough, 

arge her ruine upon the immediate Inſiruments, ac- 
cuſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ba- ſj 
ving depraved her Do&trine ; Ambition and Envy 
of ;mpatient Inferiours,of ſubverting her Diſcipline ; 
the Pride and Faftion of buſie Spirits, of diſturbing 
berPeace; the greedy Avarice of $ acrilegious per- pore 
ſons, of devouring her Patrimony. And theſe Inf 
fhall nut deny to have been the Weapons that thus mu 
have mortally wounded ber. But let it be rement« boſe 
bred, that theſe were wielded and whetted by the 
more general impieties, from whence they borrowed run 
their deſiruflive power, And therefore to —_— 0 

. tne | 
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the gmilt here; is but the artifice' of ſlaying Uriah 
withhe Sword of the Children of Ammon; 


which you- know: acquitted not David" from being a 
Murderer. No, God knows, here lies a Coles of 
a poor bleeding Church,bur which of you our Elders 
are qualified for the purgation the Law aſsigns in 
that caſe, Deut. 2'1. 8. which of you can ſay, our 
hands have not ſhed this bloud, neither have 
- Jour eyes ſeen it ? | 
| 10. YET the leſs capable you are of thus 
waſhing your hands 1n innocence, the greater 
need you have to waſh them in Penitence, and 
therefore ſince as you are Sons to this Mother, ihe 
Office of Avenger of bloud devolves on you; O 
may forth fruits of Repentance, by diſcharg- 
1- ling that part faithfully ; drag out theſe Criminals 
py hich have 1aken Sanuary in your breaſts, and 
3 here dwell ſecurely, as in a City of Refuge, and 
vo fhew them in pieces, as Samuel did Agag be- 
r= fore the Lord. And as your incentives to this are 
- I infinitely greater and more preſsing, than in other 
us (murders, ſo will the effefs alſo vaſily tranſcend 
o- Whoſe of common Juſtice. That only revenges ; but this 
he nay repair the miſchief, recal the tital ſpirits, and 
ed reunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body. Such 
ev jon Ommipotency is there in fincere Repentagce, that 
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i is able eventef}ef a Reſurreflion. ..0. that ou: 
would be ambitious of working this Miracle, and by, 
this. pious Prodigy beget your. Mother,., that you 
ave weep. ſo long over hes aſhes, till that moiſture: 
had' rendred them prolifical, i and you ſee her. ſpring 
out of ber, Urn... _ - vt hat | 
1.41. T HIS, this is your only way of reverſing. 
that extirgating "Decree,, which theſe /Hamans 
( your ſins ) have procured. And if you nepleft this, 
Mordecai's menace to Helter will be 190; applicable 
{0 you ; if God in his unfathomable mercy ſbould 
caule deliverance and enlargement toaril fro 
ſome other place © this poor deſolate Church,” y 
your ſelves canexpe& nothing but Deſirufion, If you 
have no ſenſe of the deſolations of Sion, no pity to 
ſee her in the Duſt, buz ſtill chaſe to cheriſh thoſe 
impicties which have brought her thither ; yet even 
they will at the laſt, avenge her quarrel, bring you 
thofe miſeries, the ſenſe whereof it will be impoſſibl, 
for youto avoid, or extinguiſh. © ___ 
..'I2. FOR alas, torepreſent your ſins 10 you as 
the Originals merely of Temporal, whether Private or 
Public Ruines, is to give you t00 fair and flattering 
« portraiture of them ; theſe are but the light prelu- 
fory skirmiſbes to a more diſmal ſlauohter, the Pro: 
logue to the Fatal Tragedy. Take their full charafer 
a rypent = " hs 
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fromthe Apyfile, Rom.6.2 1. Theend ofthoſe 
things is death, even death eternal. It is our uſual 
comfart againſs. the perſecutions of men, that they can 
purſue ug no farther than to the grave : there, as 

Job ſpeaks, the weary beat reft. Bur this Ty- 
rant inour own breaſis has no fuch limits to its ma- 
lice, but then eſpecially begins, -when all other cruel- 
ties ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the guawings of that 
worm which never dies, and the ſcorchings of 
that hre which never ſball be quenched. 

13. AND aow whocan ſufficiently wander at 
the wfatuation, that Tou fhould demur upon the diſ- 
ni of ſo wreacherous a Gueſt, that Tou ſhould 
cheriſh this Viper in your boſoms, which Tou already 
feel eating your Bowels, devouring all your temporal 
felicities, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to your 
| Heart, your more precious and eternal part ? "Tis the 

common Maxime even of thoſe that receive advantage 

by the per fidiouſneſs of others, to love the Treaſon but 
hate the Traitor ; but here is that Rule quite inver- 
ied; Tou bate the Treaſon, are impatient of the af- 
Pilling conſequences of your fin, yet love the Traitor, 
hug that in your cloſeſt Embraces. The Apyſile in- 
deed farewarns us of the Deceitfulneſs of [1n,Heb. 

3- 13. but ſure this is @ pitch beyond that ;, this is not 

dtzeit, but inchantment, ſome powerful Philtrum ii 

| a mu 
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muſt needs be, that can thus make men in love not on- 
ly with deformity but diſeaſe. 

14. BU T- all che Magicians of Egypt 
are not able to ſtand before Moſes, this Magick 
is not ſoirrefiſtible,but that Reaſon and Religion will 
yield Tou countercharms, able to diſ-inchant Tou, if 
Tou will but ſuffer them to come in to your aid. Do 
but once ſlepout of the Devils Circle, the afual ver- 
tiginous purſuit of your ſinſul appetites, and give your 
Faculties ſome intermiſſion, ſo much breath from that 
bot chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſiderate 
view of other things, and then tis certain you will diſ- 
cern,- that Vertue has a much more raviſhing appear- 
ance, infinitely more deleable and enamouring, than 
all the Devils Opticks could put upon your higheſt 
and mſi guſiful ſenſualities. Do you only beſtow 
ſome attentive looks upon her ; let her once in at your 
eyes, and then leave her to make her own way to your 

heart. And this is ſure a very moderate requeſt ; that 
Tou will but vouchſaſe to look upon what is thus ami- 
able. And withwhat pretence can you deny it ? Tou, 


who to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are 


only your ſnares, ſlick at no dif ficulty, will be content 
to come thoſe of you that have no other motives 

even to Church upon that errand : O do not here put 
off yeur curioſy, where alore it may avail you, ' 
= SS rather 
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rather take this opportunity of hallowingyhat ( bi- 
therto prophane ) part of your temper. X 
1.4. I T has been none of the Devils meanefl or 
unluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds 
againſi Chiiltian Practice,by repreſenting it in 
e.moſt averting torms. E# changes ſhapes 
with it, and as he transforms himſelf into an Anigel 
of light, ſo be does this intoone of Darkneſs, makes 
it appear.a State of the moſt diſmal ſadneſs and 
horror, 4 region of Antipodes to all Joy and 


chearfulneS. And how much more ready men are to 


take the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, who 


profeſſes his Yoke ealie and bis Burden light,ap- 
pears too viſible in the general averſnefi thoſe have 10 
Piety, who never ſo much as tried it, but take up im- 
plicit confuſed prejudices againſt it,and retain thoſe 
as faſt,. as if they were the produfs of many years 
coſtly experiences. Aud 'tis to be feared, theſe have 
taken the deepeſt reat in the richeſt Soil, they ſeem- 
ing no where more #0 flouriſh, than among you of the 
higheſt Quality, Tet ſure, of all athers, Tou are moſt 
obliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch a groſs in- 

Juſtice, as any ingenuous mind muſi be aſhamed of, 
16. YOU will your ſelves readily pronounce 
that Judge not only corrupt, but impudentthat ccn- 
demns a perſon whoſe cauſe henever heard: yet if Tou 
a 2 will 
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will but r&fle4, you will find your own verdif re- 
bound upon your Jelves, with a T'u eshomb 3} | for 
'tis evidently your caſe bere. It is time for you there- 
fore to be ſo juſt, if not 10 Vermue, yet to your own Fe- 
putations,as to retratt that condenmatory ſentence,you 
have paſt upon her,” and put on ſo much at leaſt of the 
form of Juflice, \as to give ber a ſair Trial. © © But 
this you cartnot do by hearing the tongues of men ani 
ax” plead for ber none but her ſelf can manage her 
cauſe, you muſt admit ber into your ſociety #nd'con- 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, as may bring 
ber within diſtance of your Obſervation, before you 
provodjnce of ber. In ſhort, if you will indeed render 
yourſelves competent Judges, whether a Vertuous 
life be @ pleaſant or a FAS: thing, -enter upon it, and 
let. your own eXPEriences be your informers. 

179, I CANNO T ſuſpe# the age fo de- 
generous, as not t0 believe there are divers particular 
perſans among you, wha have made the experiment, 
and t 0 theix Teflimony I dare appeal, and doubt not 
they will from Judges turn Advocates, and recom- 
' mendit to you, and ſure you will bave no cauſe in this 
inſtance to wave your wonted Priviledge of being tri- 
ed by your Peers, 10 except againſi their judgment 
in the caſe, who being placed in equal circumſlances 
nith you, muſt be ſuppoſed to under fland your utmoſt 
: Tempta- 
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Temptations to Vice, from whence alone all the ſeem- 
ing difficulties and uneaſineſſes of Vertue do ariſe. © 
18.-1 T werethe work of maty Volumes tode- 
ſcribe the ſeveral diſtin? Advantages tomards a Phe 
ſam Being, which ate 'wrapt up mn thi one compre- 
henſtte Felioity. - I ſball inſtance only in that, to 
which the enfuing T rat particularly relates, and 
that is, thatit furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of ver) 
apreeable and chear, " Inployments. : Vertue 
a buſit and aftive Nature, and as in its ſeveral Ope- 
rations it bas an oppoſition to alf the. ſeveral forts of 
Pice, ſoin its very Conſliturion and Principle it bears 
an avowed Amtiparby to 1þat one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins, Idlenefs ; and ure the reſcuing you 
from Ybat is no contemptible Benefir. For though 
you feet td challenge it" as a conſiderable part of yow 
Inheritance, that you may live and do. ohing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim ;, yet, tis moſt evi- 
dent, that what youcontend for, as your Priviledge, 
your ſelves efleem your burden, yea ſo much ſo, that 
to be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, Health, Soul and 
dl for company, imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouſ- 
ly, rather than endure tobe Idle ; nay quite conſwe 
your own Pretenſions to eaſe, by thoſe laborious and 
toilſome ices, which you are fain to call Pleaſures, 
td. render them et r” but have certainly no pre- 
| a4 3 Fence 
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tence to that Title on any other ſcore-but that they keep 
you doing. 

19. A ND now what more grateful Office can 
poſvibly be done for men in this Condition,than to ſhew 
them how they may free themſelves of this load without 
Contr afling a worſe ; I mean the gailt of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam carverts Whips into Scor- 


Pioris,yet are now fain to be reſorted to, as the only 


ſu 


mnſtruments of their relief. . : And this a Chriſtian ſo 


Life will be ſure to do for you; It will conſlantly pro- 
"vide you with*mocemt divertiſements nay much more, 
bt oi [ give you buſineſs, ſo.excellent, and worthy the 
ie ty of your Nature, ſo Noble and anſ! verabl ta 
S plendor of your Qualities,” ſo every way agree- 
able to the aims of Rational Men, that you will have 
"cauſe to acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods 
Service i 13 oy ea Freedom. 
"zo. I SHALL n« undertake togive yous 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Employ- 
'ments ; Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſsign 
Jolir.T asks, do ſufficiently inform you of the Nature 
and Excellency of them : my whole S cheme.is com- 
priſed in that One, which direAs an Attendance on 
that Calling wherein God hath placed men, . and 


therefore I am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties | 


which are incumbent en you as Gentlemen, and 
therein 
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k therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, ' you bave a + 
| Calling, and ſo free you of that reproach and miſery 
vl of bring unprofitable burdens of the Earth, and 
wo 1þen evince. to you alſo that that —_ ſo far from 
| implying any thing of real toil or uneafinef, that it is 
: | jo an Art of refining and eryery.. ala 
h ſures, rendring them more guſtful and exquiſite, and 
"Hſe will ( if attended to) make good to you in earneſt 
5 our miſtaken pretence to a Life of ſenſuality 6 
light. 
rh 5 
he 
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" Of Buſineſs and Calling's in General, 

I, E that by ſloth and improvidence 
59, diffipates and conſumes that Srock 
6 i which is properly his own, falls juſt- 


634 ly under the blunt Cenſure of Folly, and uſually 
under the ſhatper and more ſmarting Penance of 
— | Poverty and Want : But he that is but a depu- 
ted Manager, if he negle& his Depoſirums, is li- 
able to a heavier weight both of Obloquy and 
Diſcipline. The weakneſs of the one may poſibly 
| meet with ſomewhat of pity ; but the fall 
and treachery of the other is the obje& of an uni- 
verſaldeteſtation, and is oftentimes ve ſeverely 
let} ſentenced by thoſe, who, if they would impart- 
ve any retee, would tind themſ(elyes deeply invol 

ved in the ſame guilt, 

"rr 2, GOD © 
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2, GOD hasplaced «Mar inthe World, not 
asa Proprietary, but a Steward ; he hath put ma- 
ny excellent things into his poſſeſſion, but rheſe 
in truft to be not only kept, but negotiated 
with, and by traffick improved tothe ule of the 
true owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt boun- 
tiful Maſter, by not only promiſing tranſcendent 
Rewards in the future to his fideliry, but even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heifer that 
treadeth out the Corn ) a moſt liberal ſubſiſtence, 
interweaving his intereſt ſo with his Duty, that 
the diſcharge of it is his only means of being hap- 
py even 1n this world. | 

3. THIS certainly is the ſtate of mankind 
in general; every (1 mean Rational ) perſon ha- 
ving ſomething of this kind intrufted to him. No 
man that hath underſtanding, be that of a higher 
or lower ſize, but hath variety of abilities of one 
fort -or other, and withal that aQuating power, 
which ſhould ſet them on work. And then farely 
he that hath not been excluded from the receits, 
muſt not pretend an exemption from the &dif- 
burſements, thetasks, but is under a ftrict obli- 
gationof improving what he hath thus received, 
of bringing mn fruit to the Granary, as well in or- 
der 40 his own account and joy in the auditing of 
theHarveſt,as alſo tothe glory of God from whom 
alone he derives (and muſt impute ) both the ſeed, 
end irrigation, and the very increaſe... And he 
thaton theſe grounds and according to theſe mea- 


ſures decently adminiſters his Province, ſedus[ 


loully attends his duty in this matter, will find 


himſelf 
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himſelf placed in ſuch an active ſtate of buſineſs, 
that he ſhall have little cauſe to ſuſpe& himſelf 
ſe | negle&ed, or forgotten by God and Nature, or 
d | placed in the world without a Calling. 
1e 4. FROM what is thus indiſpenſably re- 
_ uired of al men, no one raxk or individual of 
nt | that Pecies can plead an immunity. And there- 
-n | foretill thoſe whom Birth, Education and Wealth, 
at | and the common diale& of the world hath made 
e, | known by the ſtile of Genr/emen, ſhall think fir 
at | toexpunge the latter part of that title and dif- 
p-| claim the nature of mer, as they are willing to 
dothe duty, they muſt certainly retra& this er- 
nd | ror, and acknowledge they have their ſhares in | 
1a- this common obligation. 
ol - 5. NAYs = any if they could fo far imitate 
er the Prince of the e Morning, as to ſucceed tothat 
nel rank which he was willing to leave, I mean toaſ- 
er,1 cend above Humanity and aſſume the nature of 
ly Angels, yet even thither would this purſue and 
ts, overtake them. Among all the Orders of that 
i-1 divine Hierarchy they would not find one Patron 
li-1 or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as the ſpirituality 
2d, of their eſſence renders them more agile and 
or-| active, ſo that afivity is perpetually exerciſed 
off inemploying the divine abilities they have recei- 
zn{| ved, tothe glory of God the Donor : and that not 
2d,| only in bearing a part in that Celeſtial Quire 
he] which inceſſantly ſings his praiſes, but in the 
ea- more Jaborious and ſervile offices of being minis 
- ſtring ſpirits, yea even to thoſe to whom both in 
relpe& of nature and innocence they are infinitely 
| B 3 ſupert- 
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S 
ſuperior. And this they do with perfe&t alacri- Þ - 
ty and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt] © 
honour and dignisy to be thus buſied. Their re- Fe 
gitive Power over the world, ſaith Gerſon, us not ſo 
ſwitable an ingredient for « Magnificat of their com- || © 
poſing, as that greater dignity of receiving and per- by 
forming God's commands : An evidence how much 
the meaſures of honour differ between the Cour- | ®!! 


tiers of Heaven and Earth, the Inhabitants of 
that refined, and this groſs Region. Thus then 
the proſpe lies before the Gentleman: if he 
chuſe either to look level on the ſame nature 
with himſelf, or direc his eyes upward on that of 
the glorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, the 
he will not in all the Records of Earth or Heaven C 
find ever a Patent for ſloth, any Clauſe of Exem- Þ =" 
ption in this univerlal Law. , 
6. NAY, if this m4 iz honour would bid fare- | 
well to his Birth-right, and become /ike the beaſts 
that periſh, Pſal. 49. 20. if he could be conteat, 
in purſuit of this -one fancied priviledge of a 
Gentlemaz, torenounce all the real ones of a man, 
and make Nebuchadnez=ar's puniſhment his opti- 
on: yet neither the held nor the foreſt could give I: 
him Sanctuary, afford him any number of aſſo- 
Ciates toaid, or but countenance him-in his mu- * 
tiny againſt this divine decree, they would rather | 
be his tutors and monitors to obey it. For what 
rank even of the moſt /avage animals is there, JI? 
which we can iadict of the not employing thoſe? 
faculties they have received ? Are they not gene- 3 
rally ina perpetual and regular motion to _ | 
ends 
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x | ends for which they were created, in continual 
,. | exerciſe of thoſe powers with which they, are en- 
G dued? Yea ſome of them with ſuch improvement 
;. | toall their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath raiſed 
-. |» doubt whether they a& by inſtin& or reaſon, 
h oy or judgment. Pythagoras is diſcerna- 

bly on their ſide: and 4riforle that was leſs kind 
tothem, ſeems by one ſaying to have yielded 
the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he ſaith, 
want reaſon, he confeſſeth- that fancy ſupplies its 
place, T need not take part 1n this diſpute ; 
whatſoever their faculties or Talents are, none 
can doubt of their uſe of them, or whether this 
their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of their 
Creation refle&s the proportionable glory on their 
Creator, 

7. T O deſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
8, (very inanimate creatures afford their conſort to 
+ {thisdivine harmony ; every one of them perform 
* thoſe offices, ſail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
( not unaQtive”) qualities God hath put into them. 
The S»x hath received a power of cherithing and 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds not up 
ts rays, but communicates and diſpenſeth them 

ely. The Eerth has received a power of fru- 
{aifying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
gpws upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
4moiſture, but like a tender nurſe ſends it forth 
{liberally to all that expe&. nouriſhment from her 
breaſts ; and fo proportionably to all other parts 
Jof this great body. And that all this ſerves to l- 
luſtrate the glory of that omnipotent wiſdom 

| B 3 which, 
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which hath placed them inthis ſo excellent a ſub- 
ordination, -15 moſt viſible without the help of a 
perſpetive. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
magnihcence and regularity of So{ommon's Court, 
ſhe brake out intoan admiration of his wiſdom; 
And ſurely a far greater occaſion is miniſtred to 
all thoſe who contemplate the admirable order of 
the Univerſe, with all tranſportation of ſoul to 
magnifie and adore the divine Diſpoſer of it, as 
welce frequently exemplified to us 1n the ſublime 
Raptures of the br Pſalmift, who never better 
approves his right to be called rhe Sweet Singer of 
Iirael, than on this raviſhing Theme. 

8. AND nowcanit be tancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring ring in this 
great Inſtrument? To diſcompoſe this divine me- 


lody, and became the only unprofitable uleleſs | 


= of the Creation? Shall thoſe whom God 
ath made /irtle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and 
debaſe their natures beneath the yery loweſt rank 
of Creatures? and-ſhall this ( not humble bur ) 
fordid exinanition be lookt upon with reverence, 
courted as a preferment ? This certainly is ſuch 
an abſurdity, as wants nothing to its confutation; 
but merely to be conſider'd : And therefore if 
Gentlemen would but ſoberly reflec, there is little 
doubt but they would reſign at once their claim; 
and their value of this ſo defaming a piece of ho- 
nour, ſo abaling an exaltation, 

9. WE can let down our thoughts but one 
ſtep lower, and that is into the bottomlels pit ; 
and from thence {ure none will deſire to fetch a 
preſident ; 
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preſident ; yet if hedid, even that black Region 
could not afford it. For though it muſt be con- 
felled, thoſe accurfed ſpirits accord not with the 
former inſtances, in reſpe& of rhe end of their 
ations, yet they do in the activity it ſelf: theirs 
is a buſie ſtate, though to an ill purpoſe; Sarax 
goes to and frointhe earth, Job2. 2. and he walks 
about ſeeking whom he may acvorr, 1 Pet. 5.12. 
Yea he employs all his faculties 800, makes dili- 
gent uſe of all that acuteneſs and dexterity, which 
either his nature or experience have furanhed him 
with, towards that end he purſues. So that it 
were a wronging,acalumniating evenof the very 
Devil, to charge him with idleneſs : which 
though it be a fin which yields him fuch liberal 
crops, that he may well ſock both to phnt and 


, cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer 


luch violence to his own, as to become an Ex- 
ample of ir. 

io, W E may hence make a meaſure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, whichnei- 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it (elf. will own, 
bur is like an illegitimate birth, diſclaim'd by 
all. How unreaſonable, nay how infamous will 
itthen be, for thoſe totake up this expoſed brar, 
to foſter this vice in their boſoms, who: have of 
all others the greateſt and molt particular obliga- 
tion to deteſt it, as having received the moſt of 
thoſe Talents which engaged them to ation ? 
And that ſuch is the Gentlemar's condition, a {light 
inſpection will ſerve to demonttrate. 
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Of Parieties of Callings. 


OW fince the univerſal obligation, 
which is incumbent upon all, and 
. renders it ſtri&t duty to have a Gat 
ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That all 
men have received from God ſome abilities to. athu- 
ate, ſome Talents to improve ; it follows. by all 
Laws of inference, that thoſe who have received 
the moſt of theſe, can of all others the leaſt rea- 
ſonably pretend to an Exemption, but muſt on 
the contrary: be acknowledged under the con- 
{traint of the ſtronger and more numerous ties, 
the genes] duty which herein lies upon-all, ex- 
tending and ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Branches, 
according to the quality and proportion of mens 
FECELtFS. * 
2, HENCE it comes to pals, that mens 
Callings and employments become fo various, not 
only by the free choices of the ſeveral men, but 
even by the direction and aſfſignation of God and 
Nature, becauſe one man is furniſhed with an 
ability, which qualifies him for one ſort of cal- 
ling, anther is by his. diſtin& propriety markt 
qut foranother. And hence alfo it is, that thoſe 
callings, which are diſtigR in ſeveral perſons, 
may 
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may core to be united in one man, becatiſe the 
ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thoſe Callings, 
concurring in.him, the duties muſt by unavoid- 
able conſequence do fo alſo. This is1n ſome de- 
' gree obſervable in moſt men, who beſides the ge. 
.neral powers common to mankind, do receive 


| forme peenliar in order to ſome ſpecial end, and/fo 


are obliged not only to thoſe Exerciſes which be- . 
| longindifferently to their whole Pecies, but-to 
thole alſo for which they are individuallyqualifi- 
ed. Thus thoſe whom GC _ Chri- 
tanity, are by that impowred for thoſe perfor- 
_ which that bole poofelite exacts, and ſo 
have the calling of Chriſtians ſuperadded to the 
other, which either natural or civil obligation 
had laid uponthem ; ſo that the ſame man may 
have various callings, in relation to his differing 
capacities, unleſs as we diſtinguiſh mens ſouls 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratio- 
nal, which 1n ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid to be 
only. divers operations of the ſame ſoul, fo in 
truth what we term ſeveral callings, be bur the 
fame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it (elf into 

the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. 

-\. 3. I NEED not attempt toevince the im- 
propriety of the phraſe, 'twill ſerve my end as 
well that they pals for ſeveral, and the applicati- 
on I ſhall make of it, is to hew thoſe who are un- 
willing to hear of any Calling at all, that they 
have obligations indiſpenſable to more than one. 
They have whatevercan belong to them as men, 
they havealſo what belongs to themas m_— 

alc 
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and they have alſo a peculiar addition appertain+ 
ing tothem as Gentlemen, that is by interpreta» 
tion, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed _ the vub 
, not only by empty names and aiery titles, 
- by real donatives, diſtributed to them by 
God, as ſomany diftin& advantages, fertile-and 
olifical abilities, towards the bringing himin 

is expected harveſt of honour and glory. 
4. IT is too much to be doubted, manyof 
them may -need admonition concerning the zwo 
former of thefe callings ; the duties even of men 


much more of Chriſtians being fo far wornout of 
practice, that they feem to be out of 
roo ; or if they: be at all reflected on, 'tis wich 
the ſame fcorn that the antiquated habits of our 
forefathers are, asthings fit only to dreſs a man 
up an obje& of laughter and derifion. But thus 
would be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuper- 
ſeded by the many pious labours of others. My 
purpoſe therefore is not to treat at all of them, 
otherwiſe than rhey ſhall happen to be linked and 
interwoyen,as in many particulars they are, with 
the third, that of the Gentlemen. 

5. AND here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 
require them to become cither Husbandmen or 
Mechanicks : my whole Delign is founded in 
their diſtin&tion from- theſe, namely, in thoſe 
things, wherein either in kind or degree they ex# 
cel them. That many fuch things there are, 
they will need no Monitor at another time, when 
the Queſtion is only of the Reverence and Re- 
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ſpe& due from ſuch their inferiours: In ſuch caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( written, like Ezekie!'s Roll, within and with- 
out ) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
ſtretch them to the exacting the very laſt mite of 
Tribute they can poſſtbly pretend ro. Bot let 
them remember, that God is as jealous of his 
Honour, as they can be of their own : and there- 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtru- 
meats of attracting Glory from thoſe below them 
ſo they muſt alſo of reverberating and returning 
it home to that divine Power above them, who 
beſtowed them to that end, and will not boally 
be deluded ; but if they will diſappoint his prt- 
mary intention, that of having his Grace glorified 
in their faithful managery of thoſe Talents, they 
(hall not be able to defeat his ſecondary, that of 
having his J»ſtice magnified in the fatal doom of 
ſuch /forbfol ſervants ; if they will envy him the 
more agrecable fatisfation of beſtowing Re- 
wards, they cannot defraud him of that 7p 
inferiour ) of executing vengeance, 
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The Particulars of the Gentleman's Advantages 
above others. 


UT todwell no longer on Generals, I 
' ſhall deſcend to particularize © thoſe 

Advantages,by which they are ſevered 
and d1ijcriminated from the' vulgar, and which 
conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve 


on them/an obligation of. a difin# Duty. And" 
here. I ſhall be czreful ro prevent diſpute, and-, 
therefore take in none but what are ſo'obvious, as 


to be univerſally acknowl ; and then having 


. my premifles granted, I ſhall hope they will nor. 


betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to reſiſt 
or diſclaimthe Concluſion. 

2. I BEGIN with that Advantage which 
they are earlieſt poſſeſt of, that of an ingenuous 
and refined Edxcation ; of which, I hope; none that 
hath had it, will fo far confute the efficacy, as 


todeſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle ' 
urges in a higher argument, Rom. 9. may be ap- 


liable here, Mens minds are naturally of the 
ame Clay ; Education is the Potters hand and 


wheel, that forms them into Veſſels of honour or | 
diſhonour. And though experience ſhews us, it - 


15 t00 poſlible for Men to detace thoſe nobler Im- 
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preſfions which they have thus received, yet that 
makes it. net ceale to be 1n it ſelf a moſt eftimable 


Bleſſing, any more than that excellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be defa- 


{| ced by his Fall. It is certain, there is no Hu- 
'[ mane means more effectual towards the refining 
- Land ſharpening Mens intelle&s, giving them an 


edge and quicknels ; and that the morg, becauſe 
it takes them in that age whereia their faculties 
are, as their joynts, pliant and tractable, andſo 
capable of being by exerciſe imprav d into great 
degrees both of ſtrength and activity. Thi Ad- 
vantagethe meaner ſort generally want, the ex- 
penſefulneſs of ſuch a. breeding ſets it beyond 


Jtheir reach; The indigence of whoſe condition, 


doth on the contrary determine their purſuits to - 
{that only, which may bring them in a ſubliſtence, 


Yfaſtens them to the Shop or Plough, and ſo leaves 


their minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more excellent productions which the happier 
Inſtitution of Gentlemen enables them for ; as we 
ke it obſerved by the Wiſe-man, Ecclws. 38. 25. 
tothe end of that Chapter. | 

3. A SECOND Advantage is that of 
Wealth, which to Gentlemen ſeems to- be, as it 


{were rained down from the Clouds, both in re- 


ipe&t of the plenty and the eaſinels of its __ 
4tion. Fair Patrimonies,large Inheritancesdeſcend 
on them without one drop of their ſweat, one mi- 


outes toil or folicitude, as if = were the un- 


doubted Heirs of the Iſraelites _ Succe(- 


Jlors in their Career, who were to poſſeſs Henſes 


fn 
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The Poet hath placed it in the front of his Invers 
, the prime ingredicat in the completeſt f& 
licity of this life, Kes non parts labore ſed relittat 
whereas 0n the other ſide the lower rank of Men 
ferch thegje mere neceflaries out of the Eart 
which being as it were, hardned and petrifi 
by 4dam's fin, muſt be mollified and - ſuppled 
with their ſweat, before it will become pene 
trable, will not yield them food, but gives chem 
allo a portion of forrow with it. They muſt firſt 
be torn with thoſe Thoras and Briars which cover 
her ſurface, before they can fetch nourihment 
out of her Bowels ; they muſt Buy thir Bread 
with their ſweat, as ifthey had ingrofſed the pe 
nalty of their firſt Fathers ſin, whilſt Gentlemes 
{weat only at the engagement of their Ports, of 
by the direction of the Phy/icien, to digeſt their 
fulneſs of Bread. Which every one muſt confeſs 
2 ſufficient inequality. | 
4. A THIRD is that of Time, This de 
pends by way of conſequence oa the former. For 
God having made ſuch liberal PR them, 
thus prevented them with the Bleſſings of his 
Goodneſs, they can have no need to employ the 
time-to gain that, wherewith they already 
abound ; and ſo being exempted from that ons 
devouring expence of it, have a great ſftocktot 
ſtow on other more excellent purpoſes: wheres 


the poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant —_— ; 
1h 
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ſuch as he can call his own. They are all fore- 
Ralled by thoſe prefling neceſlities which le un- 
removeable upon him. His day-hours are chal- 
lenged by his labour, his nights by his reſt ; and 
thedatiefying of theſe Claims fo neceſfary, that 
his own ſupport, perhaps that alſo of a numerous 
family depends upon it ; and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Time be 
to be accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly it is, 
here is a ſecond ſort of Poverty to which he is ex- 
poſed as a reſult of the former ; and another ma- 
nifeft inequality between him and the Genrle- 
may 


45, A FOURTH is that of Aubwiy/ by 
which I mean not that which belongs to thoſe 
which are advanced to Publick Office; far that 
being peculiar to ſome few only, will not” bear a 
diſtin@partin my preſent conſideration : butT 
underſtand by it that more private influence 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that are 
their Dependents, And this alſo may be reckon- 
ed aneffetof the former, their Wealth: For in 
proportion to that, the number of Servants, Te- 
nants, and Penſioners; ( yea, perhaps of Friends 
too) is to be meaſured. And over all theſe they 
have ſomewhat ( though not of abſolute deſpott- 
cal dominion, yet ) oftway and prevalency. On 
the other ſide, the poor Mans authority is bound- 
j ed within the narrow circuit of his little cottage, 
meg other than the propagation of 
that Power Nature hath given him over his own 
body, to thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, 

his 
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16 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING. 5 
his Children; and'to that Cien which is ingraftel 
into it, his Wife. And if he ſhall but peep out 
of this little Principality, attempt to inlarge his 
Territories, and. preſcribe to any Foreigner, he 
will ſoon be taught bow little his power is a 
knowledged,: and conſequently how great a dt 
Rance he ſtands in this particular alſo from the 
Gentleman. | | | 
6. THE fifth is that of Reputation and 
Eſteem; which as the World goes, is a ſhadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies, Wealth 
and Honour are the things that render any perſag 
conſiderable amongſt Men, prepare them with 
an aptneſs to embrace his Dicates, to conſidex 
his Counſels, to tranſcribe his Copies. Ar 
though now it often falls out to be an unjuſt mes 
ſure, yer perbapsit may have no unjuſt Originab 
For if ſuch perſons did make uſe of thoſe advanta 
ges they have, to make their Minds as rich 8 
their Fortunes, this were but their due. Ar 
therefore if it be paid them upon this ſuppolition 57 
It 15 they only that are guilty of the Rec} rag byy i: 
defeating the ground of it. But by what tenowf -. 
ſoever they hold it, 'tis ſure, it may be made ap}-pi 
apt Inſtrument ,to many good purpoſes, / al | ce 
t ore well deſerves to be accounted into thefl 4, 
number of their advantages. But now if youl 4 
look on the poor Man, you (hall ſee him loaded gf 
with Contempts, from which, no inward excebf 1. 
lencies he polleſſes can reſcue him. It is the obJ 
ſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that the poor mam] a5 
wiſdow is deſpiſed, Ecgleſ. 9.16, So gy andf yy; 
corned} 
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ſcorned a thing is Poverty, that it ſeems the Fate 
of it is infetious; and caſts reproach upon the 
moſt eſtimable things that cohabie with'it.” The 
world is ſo full of inſtances of this truth; that we 
need go no highet than our own times,” -'But if 
we ſhould look back, we may find one as ancient 
— who in his own perſon experimented theſe 
dittant effets of Proſperity i and Adverfity. 
While he was 1n a flouriſhing condition Mes gave 
tarto him, and waited and kept filence at hit coun- 
ſel; Aﬀeer his words, they ſpake not again, and his 
ſpeech: dropped on them, Job 29.21,22, \But'in 
zhe next Chapter we find the Scene quite ehang- 
1} &d;' and this reverenced and adored perſon is'be* 
wy eome'a ſorg and 4 by-word to the baſeſt of men; \1 
CHF fhall madily acknowledge this injurious treating 
nalf of the poor to be a great Barbariſm. But though 
#1 there can nothing be inferred from it as de - jure; 
1 By yet its being ſo de faf#o, proves all I am aboutto. 
06h affert, vi. The greatunevenneſs that is { inthis 
ON inſtance, as well as the former) between Gentle+ 
by men and their Inferiors. | WEE 
out: 7 HA VING given this Schedule of unde- 
> 8J niable Priviledges they enjoy, I ſhall, before I-pro- 
ney teedfarther, beſeech them here to make a ſtand, 
*J and ſoberly to conſider whether. i be imaginable, 
/'OpF that God bath put ſo many excellent Inſtruments 
ded} of Action into their hands, only to make them 
leſs ative? That were to accuſe the Divine 


Ss 2. 5:0 & 55 eo. 


ceb 


ob] Wiſdom of ſuch an unskilful kind of managery, 
n4aw\ 23 the: ſhalloweft Humane Providence falls not 


ab iinder. Will any of them be at the care and ex- 
rned C5 p:aſe 


+3 THE GENTLEMAN'S: CALLING. -* 
fe to furniſh 8 Servant with all Materials:and 
tenlils for work, with ag other Deſign, but 
thar he may ſpend-his time eitherin ſleep ar riot ? 
If they will not, - 1 ſhallask how they would ike a 
Seryant that ſhould {o abſurdly pervert theirine 
teations? And according to the anſwer they give 
f0 that, leavethem to conclude of their own ag- 
ceptableneſs with their groat Maſter ; wha not 
only in a ſingle inſtance, but: a an babitual 
courſe behave themſelves as. prepoſtereuſly, - 1 
cannot ſee how ſuch a refleion,if made with any 
feriouſneſs, can mils of being attended witha & 
vers felf-condemoetion. And then that being ſo 
proper a5bfis and ground-wark, ; ſhould methighs 
by # kiad, even of natural energy, invite thems 
ſuperſtru& on.it mare Noble and' Chriſtian pur 
poſes; that they whoare ſo apt ta expe Adorgy 
tion fram others, ſo willing to þe Idoliz'd,. 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idob 
( have months and ſpeak not, ce, Pſal. 135. as mer 
gy unactive powers, as thoſe have Organs )but 
may rather a(pire to ſome degree of ellind 
tothat Divine Eſſence, whole operations are as 
Incefſant as Excellent, and by an unintermicted 
Induſtry in employing thoſe advantages Godthark 
put into their hands, anſwer his deſign in beftows 
ingthem. | 


SECT, 
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LECT. 


he Branches of his Calling founded in the þrſt 
| Advantage, that of Education. 


PRESUME it is by this time rendred 
ſufficiently evident, hat a Gentleman hath 
a Calling ; it is now ſeaſonable to advance, 
w what that #, Andof this the ground 
hath already been laid in the laſt Sedjoz by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Aduantages he poſ- 
ſes ; which being thoſe Talents committed to 
his managery, his Calling will be the moſt exaQ- 
ly anatomized and diſtributed into its parts, by 
unfolding thole ſeyeral Branches of his Receits, 
and examining what improvements each of them 
415 capable of, which as ſo many diſtin& Limbs 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. | 

2. T HIS I ſhall do, not only 1a the groſs, 
but ſeverally, through every one of them, and 


ſhall rake the liberty of doing it with the additt- 


on of a double refleion ; the one on the contrary 
pratfice, the other on the pleaſure and ſatisfaRtion 
[Rat will infallibly attend the diſcharge of 7h 
"ty. 
3. I BEGIN withthat of their Educaripn ; 
the former part whereof commonly commences 


, | as timely as the firſt Exerciſes of their Reaſon. 
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It is ſo creditable a thing to have Children put in: F ; 
toan early nurture, that there are few Parents f6 L 
carelels of their own reputation, as to neglect it, F - 
but do either by themſelves, or ſome others, to || : 
whom they aflign. the charge, put them under 
ſuch a Diſcipline as may break their natural rude-Jſ - 
in 

th 

nc 

al 


neſs and ſftubbornneſs, mould them into ſome ; 

form of Civility, and teach them that firſt Fun- 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu-f ; 
ture inftrutions muſt be built. And this 1s any; 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed-f © 
ing parts of Education, but toward the regulari-J .; 
ty of the whole life. For by having their Infant 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become ;; 
more tameand governable ever after. ThenextY;; 
part of Education, is Erudition and inftruQion, 
and under a Succeſſion of this they are for many 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gentle-Jſ - 
-14n,but will commit his Son to the care of ſome 
Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at firſt in- 
ſtills thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderaſ; 
years, and as Age matures their parts, fo advan- 
ces his Lecures, till he have let them in to thole]; 
ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight. This 1s thatff;y.. 
Tree of Knowledge,upon which there lies no inter; © 
dit: which inſtructs not, as that in Egey did, by cul: 
ſad and coſtly experience, but by fair and ſafe w- C45 
tuitions,and may well be looked on as a princips "% 
- Plantin that Par«diſe wherein God hath placedſf.,, 
this rank of Men. bali 
4. THESE two' parts of Education united, ko: 
qualifie}® - 


Sec. IV. Advantage of E dacation. ZI 


qualifie a man, for many excellent purpoſes. It 
will be impoſſible to enumerate all, becauſe a 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, muſt yet owe 
the opportunities of many actions to outward cir- 
cumſtances and occaſions, which being various 
and accidental, can with no certainty be brought 
iato-the account. Bur abſtrating from theſe, 
there aredivers more intrinſick benefits which 
nothing but a Mans ſelf can fruſtrate ; and thoſe 
alone I hall infift on. 

- 5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated is better 
ſepares to reſiſt all Errors that may invade his 
Wngerſtanding : his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
polition, and diſcover the infirm and feeble 


bet and {o 15 not to be.impoſed upon by ſuch 


ight Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of the 
vulgar. This Advantage, it is apparent he hath, 
My 2nd it is his dsty to make uſe of it, to examine 
ry cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
oe pee up his aſſent to it, and notto betray his Rea- 
yon, either to his Sloth, by negleRing to give it 
ole $4. competent diſcuſſion; or to his Intereſt, by 
eYeleting Tenents rather by their profitablenets 
at thanrheir truth. This certainly is the 1:aſt thar 
cis ſuppofable to be required of them inthis parti- 
bycular,; and ſure it is ſo moderate an injunction, as 
Withe moſt muygnous humour can have no tempta- 


- 


ed, 
ifie 


x toquarrel at. For who could think hyna 
kvereimpoſer who having furniſhed a man with 
alight to dire& him through ſome dark pallage, 
hoyld only require him not to blow it out? - 
C3 6.AND 
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: 6..:A'N'D as he'hath this Advantage in ref 
ofhis:MUnderftandiiz; fo hath he; in the fecohd 
place; in relation to his Will : which though it 
a:frebfaculty, and conſequently cannot be forth 
bly determined to any thing, yet it 1s cFpable of 
perfwaſions and jtaduttments; and is ufually bet 
ded/mmdiinclicedby them. It nitift therefore By 
a fair ſtep rowards'the rectifying ' of rhe Will; 
when' rhe intelle& is ſtored with'F foes Th 
Incentives to goodneſs. And this'Learhing rittt 
be ſyppoled to provide! for; uhleſs we will ex- 
clideout of the Scheme, both Morality and DF 
vinity; for' each of thoſe will yield variety" df 
' ſuck Arguments. Morality will prefent Vertue'N 
perfetly amiable'ih itſelf; ahd'foftto be embr#i 
ced forits own fake and for &hly fo, bur affo iy 
highly profitable #n# ad vantageotrs:rous, a5'be 
ing that which gives 'the ſublimeſt 'perfeion td 
our Natures, -thefweeteſt reſt and tranquillity i9 
our Minds ; and it/a'word, a full fatisfa&ion'to 
all our Rationa! Appctites. ' Divinity  confreend 
all this, 'and ſuperadds what infinitely tranfcends 
it, the affurance of thoſcerernal and glorious te 
_ in another world: And: theſe ſurely are 

ach tempting alle#ives, as ate very proper to at: 
tract the Will to chufe what Ara 


tent, thus deſirable,- provided they be juſtly; re 
preſented to it. Antd'the wap. , the pref 
fiog theſe motives hyine upon rhe W/#t, and thit 
in reftitation of all rhe: Contrary deceiveable pre: 
tenſions of vice; is the” firſt part. of thejr ab be 
tion. But then there is alſo a cond, 'and th: 
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is, that.they peritiie themfelves to be perſwaded 


ſtanding that i5; that they really arid effectively 
be ſuch-met!, as theit echication tires and t6- 
_—_—_— beW hich being the workdf their 
Ws; twill be abflird' to plead” tmpoſſtbility of 
infitmity, fidce' tis matiifeſt they 'rmay if they 
with; 'which is fuch « degree of liberty; as fetves 
ialbother inftzacests denominatea man 2 free 
ent,- atid ſuch 45 all piiniſhients and rewards 
both divine and humane are fotinded on. * |" - 
"7. A-THIR D advatitafe is in relatiotr to 
bis 4#+#9045; which being the inferiour and more 
bratify part of the trian, ate yet ſo impetuous and 
affirming, that they are very apt to ufurp the do- 
miniof over the nobler faculties ; aftd where they 
ic it, the eventis anſwerable- to what weſt in 
ates} where the icommon- people have wreſted 
the Scepter,' all is put into confulion. Now rhar 
which may prevetit theſe civil broils in the foal, 
arid ſeoure the poverfiment to 'the proper Sove- 
reign, (nay well be repured att advantage. © And 
tothis;' nothing merely humane is more condu- 
titig than Edvcarlon. For firſt, that early difci- 
plitie which we prefurned, one part of it puts a 
bridle in the mouths of theſe head-itrong paſh- 
6ns; which, by many repeated acts of reſtraint at 
laſtſorget theit native ferity, and become more 
calm and tractable. But then erudition com- 
eats this conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and 

y 4 dextrous managery not only reſtrains, but 
C 4 guides 
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by ſuckefiedejois #guments; ahd actually oon-! 
formtheir wills to'thefe dittates of their utder-* 


PE 


guides him, and mgkes him ſexye to manyuſeful 
PRrPoles renders theſe mutinous rebels :not on- 
y.captivated {layes, but - good, . Subjecs, -obedi- 
Pbtoehe laws of ' Reaſon: - All this Education 1s 
of irfelf aptly diſpoſed todo, if men will.not take 
the 'Begſts part againſt - it,] /encourage:ihim to 
luoge till he, have thrown-the Rider, : And all 
hat1s 1n this.particular required of them, is bur 
to.hold faſt thoſe, reins that; are thus put into 


2.975 


their hands, to keep their Aﬀections inſuch ajuſt 


ſubjection, that rhey may receive-'not give. hws. 
Thus we ſee the influence whick Education hath 
on allthz eſſential. parts. of, a mans mind. And 
were. it here ſo immured-and! cloſed- up, that it 
could make no {allies at all thence, did the ſoul/ 
like Gzdcon's fleece, ingros. all this precious dew; 
yet whilſt that received ſuch liberal infuſions, ,it 
wauld irrefragahly. evince. this to- be no 'mean.in- 
conſiderable adyantage., ;Butzit is indeed jmpoC 
ſible it ſhould beſo confin'd 5; for if it be permit- 
ted tq make theſe impreſſions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the-cixcum- 
ference ; ſo certainly will it extend and gnanifeſt 
it {elf in the more viſible efles; . all-the; pro: 
ducts and emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own their original, bear the image of their 
Parent. = * 

' 8. AND brſt his Behaviour will be affable 
3nd civil, not infovlent and imperious ; - as 'one 
that knows Humanity and gentleneſs is a comy 
mon debt to mankind, and therefore will not 
think fir to contract or dam up his civility intog 

| aarrow 
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narrow.a..compals, that it ſhall fwell into com- 
plement, and-mean flattery towards thoſe above, 
and nog ſuffer one drop to deſcend on thoſe be- 
neath him: but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, that all 
channels may be filled with it. - 'Tis true, the 
depth of ſome will require a granm proportion to 
that filling than others; and there tis not to be 
doubted but he may be more liberal ; only inthe 
meantime the ſhallpwer are not to remain dry. 
Let the inequality beſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjects, not from the pax- 
tiality of the Agent, and he prevaricates- no pars 
of his duty in this matter, OE I cp 

9g: SECONDLY, his Words will be tem: 
perate and decent, the produd of judgment, not, 
of rage---- For he that hath calmed his paſſions, 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh,” angry; or 
rude language : this.is a foam: which is, calt ug 
only by the billows of a turbuleng rempeſtuous 
mind; and can never y the iſſues of a- ſerene 
compoled:temper. To this it is but tion- 
rene ns _ be alſo weighty and Lees" 'A 
wiſe m1ans words, ſaith the Son 'of Sirach, arg 
weighed in the balance, and therefore he that hath 
improyed his Education to that pitch of profici- 
ency,. willſyrely look his diſcourſe be ſuch, as 
may an{wer that character, which muſt at the 
lealt fuppoſe it to have ſomething of ſolidity, -no 
manever attempting to pur froth and bubbles in- 
tothe Scales. And not only ſo; but it muſt al- 
ſo preſume it tohave ſomething of uſe and value ; 


for, whoeyer takes pains to weigh what for its 


uſefulneſs 


refiſe? a1@ both-thefs quelitications ate- very 
efſetial parts 6f 'a Genrlemarn's diale&, the one 
6ppofed ro light 4nd foolifh, the other to- utuea: 
fotable diſcourſe. For #5 the'0ne hath nothing 
6f Weight (vileſs it. be tlic of a burthea ro the 
Hezrers ) fo the other can have acthing bfule, nof 
eonſtqilently of worthythar being to bemeaſured 
by the apti6(5 of it to-the-pegſons to! whonvir is 
iddrefſed. - Tt lhould be the endeavour: of thol 
whbiti' God hath endued with howledge; toro! 
vey/ds much of benefit ahd -inftruction to others 
- as they can: in order whersinto *tis'\aiecefliry 
tliey/ adapt their ſpeech to the capacities bf thoſe 
they treat With, otticewiſe let rleta diſtourſy n6- 
vero elabbrately,they will rather confound than 
ediffe; #nd per t6 affe@t more to boaſt; than 
eanitftunicets'theit knowledge. 
26 ÞASTLY, his Emnphymentt will bs 
worthy/aid iAgehuous. A Man that hath this i: 
w4#d'NÞbBility of Mind ſuptradded to that of his 
Birth; will #bhor to buſie Himſelf viciouſly or irs 
pertitiently ; he hath thoſe qualifications , which 
retider him iufeful,” and hs muſt give himſelf thoſs 
Exerciſes, whereby le ray become the moſt etfil- 
nently-fo-” If by juſt authority he be affigned t0 
any publicFcharge, he is to embrace it -chearful- 
ſy; -5t as a prize either to Ambition or Cove- 
touſnefs, but as an opportunity of Vettte; i 
ſphere whetein he may move the moſt vigorouſly 
in the ſervice of God and his Country. But this 
happening bat to few, it is neceſſary he hon 
Ome 
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Sea. IV. HAdvantad? of Fdteation. PR 2F 
ſome orher' teſerve of 'ation; And fuch ſurely; 
he'that ihduſtriouſly deſfiphs it, cannot want? 
wherein'thotgh perhaps ths tofluence will nor be 
b general'asin that, 'yet it may fall'very auſpidi- 
6ufly oh nidhy. And when all thoſe occations 
are exhauſted too, bebng the dire& operitttons art 
# a ſtand, h&may yet betake him to the reflex'd; 
etiploy M8 aQvity upon himſetf,  which- will al- 
Ways renfattr a proper obje& of hisThduftry, he 
being thorpght 3 rich, yet fill ſacl an Idmprove+ 
4ble fo? -45'witl inconrage and rewdtd His Huſ: 
bandry; though never to often repeated.” And 
how I fBaltprefame i apparent, Thi Edacaricrn 
is a nioft-eſtimable Treafure, & precious eMzne 
that contains fo many rich veins. O, why ſhould 
any thar pofſefs ir, ſuffer themſelves to be poor, 
merely for want of diligence in digging out the 
OT 7 <1 | | 
© 11. AND would to God that werean impers 
mo corhplaint; ſuch as none were*concerned 
- Buftthey that look on the Mannets of ma- 
fry that have had this happy miftirution, will 
find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
fo hopefnl a 'Seeds-tinmie ſhould produce fo ſlen- 
r, nay fodegenerate a Crop : As if Fob's curſe 
ere here 1/1 ropes Job 31. 40. Thiſtles to 
prow in ſieah of Wheat, and Cockle in ftead of Bark. 
latarch tells us of a voice froFen in the midſt of « 
River, thar became audible by the thaw, and ap- 
ies it: to Moral Precepts taught in youth, but 
uated 'by age. The -Stmile fpeaks him to 
have lived 16 betrer times: for in theſe, the voice 
+ * hp diflolves 
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diffolves with the Ice, leaves not ſo muchas an 
Eccho behind it. Men now make it the bulineſs 
of their riper years, to unravel not the follies, but 
” the learning of their youth: no ſooner are they 
.got from under the Diſcipline of others, but the 
rſt act of it they 4 15 upon thoſe notions 
which have been inſtilled into them. And here 
they areſuch ſevere Li#ors, that the mildeft in- 
flition is. to gag and bind them, Kee pong them 
both of yoige and motion. Nor are they ordina- 
rily ſatisfied with this, but as if they feared they 
would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome ad; 
vantage tobreak looſe again, their final. doom is 
Oftraciſm,they and their Lineage ; all ſober Coun- 
ſels derived "Lam them are utterly expullit, ſo to- 
tally raſed.out of their minds, that not the leaſt 
footſteps of them remain. And all this under the 
name of Pedaxtry, a title, which it 1s probable 
their great averſeneſs to their Teachers ſuggeſts 
to them, as the moſt pathetick reproach; as if 
they meant now to be revenged on Learning an 
Tutor together, for attempting to make them 
wiſe againſt their wills. 
12. AND now when the root is thus ſtockt. 
up, there is little expeRation of Fruic. . And 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fore- 
mentioned effes of Education, will be more dil: 
appointed, than Chriſt {cemed to be by the fig-tree ;; 
that, though freirlef, yet afforded /eaves, But 
here we are not to hope for ſo much,: no ſignthat 
ever there was ſuch a plant in the ſoil. | Let us 


briefly review thoſe ſeverals,and ſee-what of them |, 
13.AND * 


is ordinarily to be met with. 
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13. AND firſt for the reſiſting of errors, we 
vſually find' Gentlemen no Heroes in this point : 
their Underflandings are as pliant, as ſeducible, as 
thoſe who never had their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reje& Errors, it 
is commonly by the fame Engine, wherewith 
they caſt off Truth, vis. their inconſideration of 
both, as not being able to endure ſo much ſeri- 
ouſneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve toex- 
ter them of any opinion. They have tranſplan- 
ted their diſcerning faculty from their intelle& to 
their Sexſes, and hind it there ſo full, ſo inceflant 
imployment, 'that it can never beat leiſure to re- 
yert to Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can dif- 
cern exactly the moſt minute error in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the 
Laws of the eMoae, are moſt exquiſite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and canth 

ever think fifto trouble their heads ( whole lea 

Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ) with ab- 
ftruſer ſpeculations, who have found out ſo much 
2 more ealie exerciſe of their faculties? If any 
ſhall think this charaQter partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall beſeech him to compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Galarts in this point, and then 
upontheſame account that cold and ſcanty prai- 
ſes go for detration, I ſhall expe& this very im- 
per = and partial accuſation may pals for a Pane- 

rick. 

14. NEXT forthe regulation of their W:ls, 
that advantage depends ſo much on the former, 
that of their Underſtandings, that what evacuates 
that 
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that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed tg do che ſamef 
for this allp... It is not zmaginable ther be wholl;, 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral y 
or divine, or at leaſt neyer revolves or conſiders 
| them, ſhould receive any influence from then 
figce they operate not but by a diſtin x plicaty 5 
on. And here ſhould I ask many Gep/lemenyÞ 4 
when they gyer ſo much as attempted any thing 
of this fart, Lear they wqyld be forced to quarrelfſc 
4 the incivjhity of the queition, to evade the neÞ;, 
cellity of anſwering it. : Bur Gad knows they ti 
 aRions ſpeak too loud, that their buſineſs js golf a, 
obey, nor $9 preſcribe; to fulfil, not regulate bs 
their Wills, Nay indeed 'tis too frequent, rhat i 
inſtead of conforming their wills to their prin}; 
Siples, they model and transform their principles th 
£0 their walls, herein yerifying 4riftorle's obſerva}, 
tion, that pleaſures are corruptive of Principle pr, 
Aad fo by this one art of inverſign, the face of th 
things is quite changed; Vertue which their G, 
books repreſented to them as loyely and honowl,q 
rable, is now thought to have gained that luſtreſſy,, 
only by the flattery and varniſh of the Painters], 
and (01s decried as the moſt unamiable,deſpicabl tur 
creature: and on the other ſide, all the contraryſ a, 
vices are taken from under that black veil, Phi 
lolophers or Divines have put upon them, and argſ 1 
furbiſh'd and trimm'd up, let roopen view, as.thel. ", 
moſt ſplendid, glorious things, the moſt adornſ;, ; 
ing accompliſhments of a Gearlemas, 2 
._ I5. A ND toſecurethis tranſmutation, evenſ 6 
God himſelf muſt have his part in it, bo cop | 


TT 774" , 4 fy” 
2 See. IV. ' 1 Advantage of Education; _ 3T 
wy cluded to hays been allthis while miſ-repreſented- 
" in thoſe: characters .of : Purity and: Fuſtice, his. 
'vI Word has'made of him, and to have laid no ſugh © 
"Tf ſevere reſtraints upon i men, as that tells us'of, 
WI That Triperence, Choftity, Self-dewial, eMartifi- 
UN cation, Bcd. were but the creatians of ſame melan- 
"i chaly Reddeſes, wha would then envioully impoſe 
'S thoſe bands upon others, wherewith they bad 
ro foohfhly ftetter'd themſelves ; that God is more 
I indulgent to Mens appetites, which rliey may (a- 
Jtiate here, as they pleaſe, withour:thole furure 
dangers Preachers fright chem with, That this 
is the new Geptile D;vinity, we need not appeal - 
to Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming 
it, not without much ſcorn and contempt of 
their caſie ſimplicity, who govern themſelves by 
Jthe other. Yet as if this would not fufficiently 
c provide for mp, as if they were conſcious of 
that abſurdity, which indeed there is in defining 
-O8 God an abettor and favourer of vice, many have 
ws advanced a ftep higher taking a more compendi- 
»yous courſe, and ſince they cannot bring God over 
T5 otheir party, make himſuch as will ſerve their 
Def turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
JJ Atheiſts. Of this there are too too many inſtan- 
bf ces, and 'tis to be feared will be many more, 
"9 whileſt co all other ſenſual allurements that opi- 
bel tion makes to its Profelytes, this is added, that 
IlFI it is become a creditable thing, the badge and fig- 
nature of a modern W5t, thus to be one of Dayia's 
CNT fools, in ſaying there is no God. 
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16, IN the next place, let us deſcend to tlig 
Hffetions, and fee what effects of their educa: 
rion is diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
to be noother, than what is obſervable of a dam, 
Put to intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, 
which ſo ſoon as it is either removed or. born 
down;the torrent guſhes with ſo much the greater 


violence, for having had that —_— : {ohere, 
when the reftraints, which bridled their minort 


ty, are takenoff, their paſſions ſwell to a "bo 
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degree of impetuolity, they ceaſe to be 
and men together, rhe man is diſmounted, looſe 
the reins, and isdragg'd whither the fury of the 
beaſt direts. A ſad change, yet daily too viſt 
blein many: for alas, what is more ordinary thay 
to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion of theſe 
brutiſh appetites? Sometimes tranſported by 
Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay Dar 
gers ; ſometimes hurried by a Luft like the po 
ſeft perſon, Mark 9.22, through fire 47d water, the 
moſt deſperate deſtructive attempts, and have 
nothing but rottenneſs and diſeaſe as the find 
prize of all thoſe difficult adventures ; ſome 
times drowned in ſwiniſh Inztemperance ; and 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earth, buried 
as it were alive by ſordid covetouſnels, as if they] tt 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence} at 
yet the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, inf} ar 
being torn in pieces by wild Beaſts. Oh, that they] in 
might once be brought to relinquiſh this abſurd w 
fortitude, that thoſe who laugh at the precept 4 
turning the other cheek, Mat. 5. 3g. wenn 
; ore 
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here infinitely over-a& it ; and give up themſelves 
to be buffeted, yea flaughter'd by theſe their cru- 
elleit enemies, nor be ſuch Platonick lovers of 
Martyrdom, as tochuſe only this, whereto there 
15no Crown annexed, but what is worn in the 

Kingdom of darkneſs. 
' 27. AND now fince we are thus to ſeek of 
theſe inward effefts, we can with no reaſon hope 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the reſults 
and conſequences of theſe. And then 'twill be - 
no wonder to «obſerve Gentlemen behave them- 
ſelyes diſdainfully and imperiouſly; as if they 
could not ſet a juſt 7alue on themſelves, without 
the unjuſt contempt of others..  'Tis true indeed, 
this is commonly a wind that blows but one way; 
down the hill ; only upon thoſe below them, up- 
watds they breath gentler gales ; it being one of 
Hy their moſt ſtudied faculties, to perſorm all as 
por} of the moſt ſupererogating Civility to thoſe 
they above them. Bur when that Civility is through- 
ave ly ſcanned; it will prove a greater injury than 
nal the contrary Rudeneſs ; 'tis made up of ſuch hol- 
nel by profeſſions, ſuch groſs flatteries as are 
and} much worſe than reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
ied be actually ſeconded with them ; there being no- 
thing more uſual, than to revile and deride thoſe 
at a diſtance, whom, when.pteſent, they admire 
and adore. And theſe now become ſuch effential 
indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of either inevitably betrays a man to the 
title of a filly Ruſtick ; Flatteries and Deſpiſings 
being the two ontathclomenty whereof he, 
L whom 
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whom they call a Fine Gentleman, is to be com- 
pounded. 

18. THIS gives anaccount allo of ſome part 
of his Dzale&f, which thus far aniwers little to 
thole requiſite qualifications, Weight and Ule- 
fulneſs ; there being nothing more trivial or ule- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
*ewere well if no worle epithets belonged to them, 
Bur if we look alſo into the reſt, they will ordi- 
narily appear to carry proportion. with theſe : 
"Tis every mans obſervation, that »o ſpring will 
riſe higher than its firſt head ; and then words be- 
ing bur the iſſues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, 'tis no 
wonder if the diſcourſe be light and atery.”Twere 
ealie to exemplitie in the feveral forts of it adap- 
ted to the ſeveral humours of men ; but 'tis alſo ſo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exact by 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But what ſuch 
frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ſerious 
may become by accident : And thus we ſee it the 
infirmity of ſome, who fo far retain their Edu- | 0 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed | fi 
ro vent their plenty ſo unſealonably or affectedly, | 5 
that it produces nothing of benefit to the hearers, || it 
but rebounds injuriouſly with the afperſion of va- | tc 
nity upon themſelves. «+ al 
129. BUT ſuch isthe miſery of this Age, that | v 
it were a fair compoſition, if Gext/emex could be | of 
perſwaded to reduce their Diſcourſe only to a | fe 
privative ſort of Hneſs; 'twere ſomewhat tole- | tl 


rable, ifas on the one {ide they did not miniſter 
. grace, 
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grate, Eph. 4.29. lo on the other they did not 


breath infe&ion on.the hearers. Burt alas! what 
are all thoſe prophane ſcoffings at Piety, ſo fre- 
quent among them, but as io many blaſts and 
malevolent vapours tonip and deſtroy the pra- 
Rice of it ? and fo we lee it roo commonly does 
among thoſe whoſe greener reſolutions ſet them 
not above their malignant influence. How does 
their immodeſt and obſcene talk diſperſe and 
ſcatter their own impure fires, to the — 
of others? And whilſt they inſcribe upon theſe 
Poyſons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 
Eſprit ; they do not only tempt men greedily to 
imbibe them,but even defame and proſtitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a Wilderneſs for 
all ſavage rudenels to range in, and make as ma- 
ny Candidates for that reputation, as thete are 
\mpious and beſtial men in the world. And to 
this ſort of Wit they have found out a very pro- 
ionable Rhetorick, I mean that of their 
Oaths, that helliſh piece of Oratory, which fo 
overſpreads their language, that ( like a pro- 
fuſe Embroidery that even quite hides the 
Stuffe ) it becomes the moſt remarkable part of 
it. -*'Tis not alittle ſtrange how this fouleſt de- 
tormity hath gotten to pals for an embellifhment 
and ornament of Stile ; but that ir doth fo, is 
very viſible not only from the ne -pretence of 
other temptation to it, but alſo from that at- 
teted and ſtudied variety obſervable among 
ther, as if they had the ſame concernment for 
their Diſcourſe, which they have for them- 
D 2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, v2. that' it may every Year appear in 
ſome new piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh 
minted to ſet it off. O 

'20. TO all theſe we may add their vain | 7 
Boaftings and aſſumings, which are often ſo de- || 0! 
plorably ridiculous, that 'tis doubtful whether Þ| A 
more pity or contempt belongs to them. Thus | £1 
oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch || ir 
a Feather and fantaſtick eMien, brags more of || 0! 
his Travels, than if he had pa(s'd the Line, and || OF 
felt the ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And up. || fo 
on the ſtrength of this he takes authority to 1m- 
pole on others the moſt abſurd and incredible Re- 
lations ; yer till impoſing more perniciouſly on || th 
himſelf, z. e. a belief that he appears very illuſtri- Jn: 
ous and glorious in all this, and on that confi- I & 
dence the ſmiles which his auditors mean in | ful 
ſcorn, ſhall be taken in applaule of him, and ſo F * 
encourage thoſe follies they deride. all 
21, INDEED where this vain humour yg 
dwells, it will becray it ſelf in innumerable inde- mu 
cencies of ſpeech ; but never does it give it ſelfa $4 
* fuller or worſecharacer, than when it lets looſe £/b# 
to anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and Pur 
froirful branches of this bitter root. And this we Eſup 
frequently ſee overflow in all the invenomed re- £2. 
proachful language imaginable, ſuch as one £"Y « 
would wonder ſhould fall from the mouth of any, £P1a! 
whoſe education had not been wholly barbarous; Þ: 
an inverted kind of Eloquence, whereto ſome, wr 
w ho have been taught the rules of tetter Rheto- Je: 


rick, have a great fluency. Pate 
| 22, IF Whit 
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22, IF now we \hould proceed to take a view 
of their Imployments, there is little doubt but that 
Tekel, Daz. 5.27. might be a proper inſcription 
on them, yea a mild one too, Lightneſs and Va; 
nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
ent in them. And this is but anatural inference 
from the former: for ſince the Principle of Ai- 
ons as well as Words is within, 1t will certainly 
operate alike in both; as Water ſent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, ' 15 the ſame, and 
bath equal vertuesor faults in each. It were too 
ealie to give as particular an account of theſe as 
the former ; but foreſeeing an occaſion to doth 
inanother place, TI ſhall transfer it thirher, as a 
deſiringto iterate the importunity on fo ungrath- 
ful a ſubjed. ; =_ 

3: AND now he that ſhall conſider, thar 
all this 1s but the partial Image and repreſentart- 
on of thoſe, who have-had that Education we lo, 
much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask Ju--=® 
ds's queition, Ad quid perditio hec? Why was all 
this waſte of Diſcipline and Literature? To what: 


Fpurpoſe was (o coltly a foundation laid, when the 


ſuperſtruRure is in the Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3, 
12, nothing b«t hay and Ftubble ? And I doubt ma- 
uf defeated Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
plaint : but I fear alſo divers of them may with 
juſtice accuſe themſelves as Acceſſories to their . 
own diſappointments, who by an overhaſty de» 
re of ſeeing their Sons men, do at once anticl- 
pate and fruſtrate their hopes, evacuate the be» 
nefit of many years pr” mg by taking them 


v 
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too-{pon from under its benign influence. Which 
thovgh it uſually ſpring from immoderate indy 
gence, is yet really zhe greateſt ſeyerity ; for] © 
What can be more 10, than to tie them to all the li 
Iabour and toil of the Seeds:time, force their " 
Childhood to that ſtudy and; intenſion of which 
that-giddy age is moſt impatient, and then ſnatch * 
them away at the Harveſt; ſuffer them 10 con- 
yerſe no more with Learning, when pnce they 


iT capable of receiving either delight or proky 


y it? Thus of late it hath been the method of of 
reeding, to poſt them with an incanvenient 
need from one ſtage to another, many times Fy 
Dog them;too ſoon to the Univerlity, but Mm 
muchottger taking them $00 early from it; bs A 
fore they have near gained what they came thy 
ther.toturniſhthemſelves with, And trom thence 
the next ſtep is over the Sea, which ſoon: waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, which lie crude 4n: their " 
rains, but hayg wanted meturity of years to 94 Go 
geſt into their manners. Icdeed 'tis npt.4magy 
nable how they ſhould retain them, they being a 
their "coming abroad ſolemnly put an. a dived 1 - 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they former | 


s PEFR) Te 
leaxnt, their whole time being then by order to be |. 
taken up in other unſpeculative exerciſes, wherey - 


in if they do happen to attaia to ſome: eminency n 
yet 'tis [ure but a dry cxchange for what they qui by 
tor ir. But then 'tis not one in twenty that a 
rives to that : the negligence of Governours, 0 By 
their own headigels, when' they find the reu 
thus flackned, often makes their progreſs littk 
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io any thing they are appointed to; but inſtead 
of that, they run a full career in all debaucht 
pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant ro the high- 
eſt proficiency. I ſay not this to decry Travet 
ling in general, but only the unſeaſonable time 
that is choſen for it. He that would really im- 
prove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
ſuch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
going education his Judgment 15 ſetled and quali- 
fied to make uſeful obſervations, his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capable of 
all the good, Foreign climes can afford, and ſc- 
cured from the infection of'the ill ; like a Load- 
ſtone, attra things of weight only, and not 
like Jet, draw — but chaff and ſtraws. But 
Iconſeſs this a digrefſion, and therefore return 
to thoſe who have thus embezled this precious 
hes Advantage, (and who have roo much of their 
own wills in it,to be able to transfer the guilt up- 
dl 2h any error of their Parents ) beſeeching them 
| ſeriouſly tolay to heart this their fo ruinous ill 
'| husbandry, and to let at laſt ſome better fruits of 
| that ſeed appear ;. not to ſuffer a piece of Plate 
1 kft to the School or Colledge, to be the onl 
| Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and fo 
1 bring thoſe Societies under the reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, -of profeſſing learning but im- 
| parting none, of having taken ſomething from 
them without giving them any valuabie conſide- 
ration, making them any proportionable returns, 
But that they would at laſt take. up this Talear 
thus long buried in the napkin, and yet fall a tra- 
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ding withit. And though the time they have 
loſt thould render them deſperate of the reward 
of the Tex Cities, *ris yet motive enough to indu: 
{try, to-reſcue themſelves from the ſentence of 
the Slrthfaul Servant. And yet that will nor be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate between reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelf trom 
the one, puts himſelf likewiſe into a certain ca: 
pacity.of the other. Bur beſides all he is to ex: 
pedt hereafter, he is ſure at the time of a very fair 
Antepalt of pleaſure here, which he will imme 
diately reap from it, as the fifſt-fruits of the fur 
ture rich harveſt, which though: the Law.com 
manded to be ſacriticed,yet luch 1s the indulgence 
of the Goſpel, that it exacs nothing, but that men 
* would themſelves enjoy them. 

. 24. FOR ſuchis the admirable, goodneſs of 
God, that he is generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only. to our Eternal, but Tem: 
j oral conceraments ; for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly 
rpon reverſions, he hath been plzaſed to 'put 
ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
fart of duty. This might be evidenced diſtin&- 
;y through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre 
cepts, his Toke # ancafie, nay, gracious Toke ; his 
L urden 4 lizht burden, eMat.11.28. And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient-tq 
affirm the like of this particular I am now upon. 
Jut 1t may be yet more clearly evinced,by refle@: 
ing on the ſeveral improvements of this Talent, 
wv hich have been mention'd, as the Dutyof all 
tlvſc that poſſels it, 25. AND 
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25. AND firſt, for that of an acute and e/e- 
vated Underſtanding, I need appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronounced 
a very deſirable thing, it being hard to pick out a 
man of ſuch an ayowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be atno | 
pains to acquire, will: yet profeſs to efteem it; 


-| And we may believethem in earneſt, if from no 


other argument, yet from this, that/every man 
affects the reputation of being Wile, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 


| ry is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 


thing. than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſulpend his confuta- 
tion, till ſome body reproach him with folly, and 
then from the dilplealure he finds' in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom, 
And indeed why do good men look upon a fool 
with ſo much pity, and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a 
Credit? Nor is this the ſentence only of the vul- 
gar who uſually admire. thoſe things molt, from 
which they ſtand at-the greateſt diſtance, but 
eſpecially of the more diſcerning fort of men, 
whofrom every taſte they. have had of it, have 
had their appetites ſo raiſed, that they have in- 
atiably thirſted after the fuller draughts. This 
made ſo many of the old Philoſophers renounce the 
enjoyment oft thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that offer- 
ed themſelves, togo in quelt after this one tran- 
{cendent delight ; and Solomon to prefer .this in 
hiselecion before Riches and Honour, the two 

MY principal .. 
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pruncipal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the rei 
tude of which choice God himlelf bears Teſtimo- 
ny. And now if this be in it (elf fo valuable, {6 
raviſhinga thing, ſhall its being here connected 
with duty, prove ſuch an allay, asto deprive it 
ofall the guſt? Certainly if it do, it and argue 
the palate very perverſe and diſtemperd : for to 
all other, that one conſideration would-give a re- 
lifh and flavour to the drieſt, the-moſt unpleaſant 
yadertaking. The conſcience that\I am now emy 
ployed as I ought is ſuch a refreſhment as is able 
to {weeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt 
ſuffering. Shame is a thing to which humane 
nature hath an innate abhorrence, yet the 
Apoſtles miade it woatter of joy, when it befell them 
for Chriſts ſake, Ats5, 41. And ſhall this blef- 
{ed Copy iof theirs be transformed in ſtead of 
tranſcribed ? Shall thoſe who have not ſo much 
Ghriſtiau patience, as to bear the ſlighteſt re 
proachfor him, have yer ſo much unchriſtian us 
piaity, 'as $0 endure the greateſt in oppoſition t0 
him ? Chule rather to ' be ignorant, whea *tis 
both their Gn and ſhame, [than . wiſe, when 'tis 
theirduty and reward? Invert S. Paul's choice, 
and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to be for 
him? |f there be any ſuch Aztipodes in our clime, 
their unhappinels will yet ſerve to illuſtrate what 
they refuſe to partake of, viz. the felicity of ha- 
ving performed this part of duty inthe improve: 

ment of the underſtanding. 
26. IN the next place the regularity of the 
Wi is extremely bath amiable and Pane 
Fax 


Sect.IV. Advantage of Education.” 43 


For that being an uncontroulable faculty, if it be 
wrong let, what torrents of milchief and confuli- 
on does it Jet 1n? Ifin all its conceptions it per- 
mit the ſenſual appetite to lay, like Jacob, its 
pilled rods before it, all its births will be ring-ftra- 
ked, ſpeckled and fpottea, The ruinouſnels of a 

rverſe will is ſo generally underſtood, that there 
15s nothing renders a man even in common account 
more. milerable and deplored. He whoſe Will 
runs counter to his Reaſon, every man is 4ſtrolo- 
ger enough to read his deſtiny, and preſage his de- 
{truction, And by the undecent and pernicious 
effects of a diſordered, .we may make an eſtimate 
of rhe beauty and advantage of a reQified Will. 
The former, like a_ vicious improvident Gover- 
nour, expoſes his Territories to a deluge, firſt of 
luxury, and then of ruine : but this latter like a 
yertuqus and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence and felicity of his ſubjeats. Indezd 
It is this alone that really and effectively gives us 
the preeminence above beaſts. They have choices 
3s well as we, and they have affe&tions, but 
wanting the higher principle of reaſon, their 
choicesare neceſfarily dctermined by their affe- 
ions. Now if we who have both, are guided 
only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate differ 
from theirs, ſave only that our liberty makes us 
guilty, whereas their neceſſity leaves them inno- 
cent? I preſume I need ſay no more, to evince 
the happineſs of a well ordered Will, ſince none - 
can conteſt it, but he muſt tacitly confeſs him- 
ſelf weary of his bumane nature, and emulous, 
| pI 
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not of a greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. | 

27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Jfetions, which if they be not curbed and 
held 1n by the underſtanding, will have as free 
and uncontrouled a (way. in men, as they have in 
mere animals, but with worſe effte&ts, by how 
much we have more obje&s toncite them, more 
inftruments toactuate them than theſe have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no wk 6 
fant condition, let him yet further conlider,' that 
this metamorphoſis isnor like the fancied tranſ- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
aſſume the nature, and conſequently the paſſions 
but of one beaſt alone : no, here is the whole 
Wilderneſs let loale upon a man, with all their 
contrary appetites perpetually combaring one 
with another. He that hath the rapacioulnels of 
a Wolf, may yet have the timorouſneſs of an 
Hare, and ſo 1s racked between the deſire of ha- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 
luſt of a Goat, may yet have the intemperance of 
a Swine, and be diſtracted to. which of the appe- 
tites to give himſelf. He that hath the cruel- 
ty of a Tygre, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
lome delays, in atrending an advantageous: op- 
portunity. And fo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, to 
beina ſtate of hoſtility, nor only with: other 
men, but with himlelf? Or what can there need, 
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- Þ beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
OF contrary condition to us? The ſubduing theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations is the introducing Peace into 
gil a Land, haraſs'd and waſted with inteſtine 
dF War: and ſure none need be told ( at leaſt in 
<< | this Age ) that that is a moſt raviſhing pleafure. 
ny AndI may with the ſame confidence appeal to 
V | the verdict of any who hath tried theſe two con- 
'© & trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
If Fl experience confirm the moſt profuſe and evea 
i- Ef Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
It Theme. 
- 28. ALL TIfhall add is, in a joynt relation 
O } tothis andthe two former, by obſerving that il- 
S Fl luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
© I affections, make up a great part of the celeſtzal 
r I bappinefS, The Angels of light would no longer 
e I haveright to that title, without theſe. The p1- 
rits F Juſt men made perſett, were improperly fo 
ſtiled, Heb. 12. 23. had they not received this ac- - 
ompliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, ſo much the 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe divine 
joys. And ſure thus to partake with Angels and 
Saints, is to be happy, and will be acknowledged 
foby all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Mahometan 
Paradiſe render them not uncomperent to eſtimate 
theſe purer and refined pleaſures. 
, 29. IF from hence we procced to thoſe ou7- 
ward effects, which are the reſults of theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they are all full of delight and 
{ktisfation, Courteſie and friendlineſs on Be- 
ATITOUT 
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haviour does not only cat a glorious luſtre round 
about, attra& the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alſo reflets with chearful and comfortable 
gleams upon our ſelves. For, Man being de 
ſigned by God for a ſociable creature, hath ſuch 
propenſions and inclinations put into him, as are 
proper to that end ; and theſe are gratified and 
pleaſed, when we ſo demean our ſelves, as may 
anſwer that intention, towards 'which _— 
can be more neceſlary than this debonaire a 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to out 
converſation, whereas the contrary roughnels 
frights and deters them, ( the churliine $ of 2 
Nabal makes men they cannot ſpeak to him, 1 SamÞ} de 
25. 17. ) it gives a man part of Nebuchadne7Far'sl ha 
fate, ſeparates him from among men, by —_ ra 
them to withdraw from him ; and that the worttY cy, 
part of it too; the hairs like Eagles feathers, anlfi tef 
the nails like Birds claws, being much the lighterÞ un; 
degree of the infliction, fit to paſs for dreſs andJat; 
ornament, compared with that more deforming] wo 
diſguiſe this rugged temper puts upon a mailonl 
And as onthe one fide, this moroſity and ſour he: 
neſs of humour is very uneaſie, ſoon the others ,y 
| 
or 
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that form of fawning and flattering compliance 
which ſome call Civility : Ir obliges men in mx 
ny circumſtances to renounce their eaſe, theitthai 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeping 
'them1n fuch conſtraint, that one may truly ſay»Jarif 
a leſs meaſure of ſelf-denial would ſerye to conſtithei 
tute a man a good Chriſtian, than an exa& Coutſand 
. tier ; Whereas he that keeps himſelf in a julibe © 
meat 
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mean, neither drives away one\{rt of company, 
nor buys the other ſo dear; He has a Standard- 
le} meaſure, by whichto diſpenſe his Civilities, viz, 
ef che quality and worth of the perſons ; and con- 
cb | founds not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
ref mutable rules of their expeQations. So in the 
od} firſt of the inftances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
ay | whilſt the other is in ſome reſpec a Beaſt; in 
% the ſecond he prelerves himſelfa Freeman, whileft 
noff the other is a Slave: And ſure I may refer it 
uth to any mans deciſion, which is the pleaſanter 
<>} ſtate. - , 
fa] 3o. NEXT for the Words, 'tis not to be 
mf doubred but that calm and temperate Language 
rs} has the advantage of that which is paſſionate and 
of rgeful; and that not only 1n reſpe& of decen- 
cy, but eaſe too; of which there needs no other 
anl[teftimony, than that viſible perturbation and 
ter unealine(s obſervable in all who are under ſuch 
andJatranſportation. So in like manner, when the 
ing] words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
aJonly. more ſatisfaction to the hearer, but to the 
DurFfpeaker alſo: This may be judged by the contra- 
ry difplacency men have at themſelves, when 
ncFthey are conſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
mEJor undecently. By fatisfation I mean nor 
hefffthat vanity, which men tco often affect of ſhew- 
zep8Jng their parts, but a juſt and ſober complacency, 
ſayJarifing from the conſcience of having regulated 
nſtyÞtheir diſcourſe by the meaſures of a Wile man 
ourfand a Chriftian, the having (aid that which may 


juſiÞbe of beneſit, but cannot be of miſchief to his 


£1 


Auditors, 


33 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING. ; 


Auditors. And this ſurely is a much more realſ 
pleaſure than any can be had in the contrary| g1 
kind of diale&. If 1o this it be objected, that p 
generally none are ſomuch delighted with rheit] ' 
own diſcourſes, as they who talk the moſt vain] ap 
ly and abfurdly: I anſwer, that even theſe aref fv 
not pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity ; their] gy 
pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it tof th 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince,] $h 
that ſolid and prudeat ſpeaking gives ſatisfaction, 
ſince even the ſhadow and fiction of it can be made 
to yield to it. . Jo! 
3i, LASTLY, for the Imployments, they] ry 
ſurely- muſt afford moſt of contentment, whedl ic 
they are moſt noble and excellent : they do ſoatf 
the time, in thedire< line, they having more diſh 
agreeableneſs to the nature and dignity of a manzI Fh 
but they do yet more ſoin the reflection, wheti aÞ tao 
man looks back upon his day or week ſpent, and} not 
finds his buſineſs has been worthy of him, it exten 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to palsſyio, 
his own approbation on himſelf, and as it weretof z;; 
anticipate the Exge he thall one day receive fron poſ 
his great Maſter. But he that gives himlellyhi, 
only the idle advertiſements of a Child, or {ets 
to the baſer drudgeries of Vice, cannot refle&}.,; 
without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtoodf ay 
by ſuch perſons, that they are fain totake landuf gg 
ary in a total inconlideration, never daring to ask[ Þje 
themſelves, what have I done? Which beanrJI-q 
full reſtimony to the excellency and felicity] jmpr 
of ingenuous Imployments, ſince they _ tag 
clin 
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cline thoſe, are forced alſo to decline themſelves, 
_ out of their own acquaintance and know- 

_ | g 
1 = AND now what objection can there lie 
againſt this duty, which is in all the parts of ir 
rel fo advaritageous and eligible; that it becomes 
it] duty not only to! God, but even to themſelves, 
tof their own .prefent intereſts and '{atisfiftion? 
1 Shall pleaſure it ſelf loſe its nature, adopt the 
2;f properties of 1ts direc contrary, and becorne irk- 
def tome and abhorred, only becauſe 'tis twiſted with 

| Obedience ? Is there ſoperfe&tan Antipathy be- 
ef] tween God and: them, that 'tis' impoſſible- they 
eff hould have the ſame objects: of delight  Orican 
af 8 Joys have any taſte with them, thatiare not 
2 Afthe cauſes and fore-runners-of .eternal ſorrows ? 
N;I This wereſuch a 'degree of perverſeneſs,'as:com- 
i af taon:Charity /hids me not: tb:expe ; and 1 fee 
nd] not what elſe-can evacuate the: pleaſure” thit at- 
er tends the 1mprovement of 'this Talent of Educa- 
eto i133 AFTER all this, I foreſee it not 'im- 
of poſſible that ſome may plead'an Exemption from 
(el this Obligation, by affirming they want "the 


{ : Finn of it,. that they never had this Education, 


am not willing to fanſie there have beeh fo ma= 
000] ay unjuſt and unkind Parents'as may qualifie 
H any confiderable number of Gezrlemen-for this 
aS8f Plea; But to thoſe few that can really make'ir, 
eaNtl-(ball not ttiinkthe foregding Diſcourſe wholly 
cutf] mpertinent ; for,” by hewing them the-Advan- 
» tages of what they ſay they thus want, it may in- 
| E 
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cite them ( not to murmur at-:the negligence: of 
their.Paxents, but ) to attempt the repairing of it 
by becoming their own Guardians,putrting them 
ſclves into Diſcipline, and by the ftrict Laws of 
Reaſon governing and reſtraining thoſe Paffions ; 
which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 
head, by this means ſupplying to:themſelvesthe 
firſt part of Education: And the like may cer- 
tainly be done forthe latter alſo, if they will but 
depolite that common error, of thinking/it more 
manly to be ignorant than to learn, be con 
tent tO put themſelves in a courle. of Erudition; 
which a man may do for himſelf in his Cloſet; as 
well-as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple ins 
Schoal.;; and though he want many of thaſe;Adk 
yanteges'the other hath, yet *tis (poſſible they 
may-be1n a good degree ſupplied by that induſtry 
and gefire, which allthote are ſuppoſed to have; 
whoate thus theirown ils:; and there want 
not inſtances of the:ſuccels of them who have 
thus attempted, but I confeſs there are too few 
Examples of the Attempt,: men being apt £0 ſit 
down gontentedly under this want ; whereas let 
the-ſame perſons have an entailed Eſtate ahieng+ 
ted from them by any ac of their Fathers, they 
are-not then (o tame, but will-ftruggle to the ut- 
moſtto- recover their rights. Yet certainly: an 
Ingenuous Education is as properly the Birth- 
right of a Gentleman, as any Lon moſtfirmly ſetled 
Inheritance can be : Why ſhould they rhen ac- 
yo inthat ſo injurious an Alienation,and not 
ſeek by all endeavours of their own to retrieve 
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SECT: V: 


Of the ſecond A dvantage, Weaith, 


it, HE ſecond Advantage we are to cart 

{ider, is that of Wealth, which thar ir 

is a bleſſing will I know readily be al- 
ſented- to by all, mens deſires and earneſt pur- 
ſuits after it ſufficiently evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of it. Yet though the Concluſion 
be right, it 15 to be doubted many infer it not 
upon due premiſles. *'Tis not Riches ſimply 
confidered that are the felicity, much leſs thole 
laxuries, to which they are often. made tomini- 
ſer. but they are like to a fertile ground, which 
# left without culture, none bears ſorank Weeds, 
but if rightly husbanded,yields abundant profit ; 
and thus to manage and improvethem is not only 
the Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe to whom 
God hath committed them, this being the one 
deſigned Advantage, for which they were in- 
trulled to them. 

2. SEVERAL Improvements there are, of 
which they are capable; but before I proceed to 
them,I muſt mention one part of Duty, as funda- 
mental to all the reſt. And that is the well huf- 
banding of them; riot in a 6gurative, but real 
ſenſe, the having ſuch a provident care of thoſe 

E 2 goods 
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| goods and poſſeſſions , wherewith God hath bleſt | 


a Man,as may ſecure them from that Conſumpti- | 


on, to which careleſneſs and floth will infallibly 
betray them. This ſurely 1s obligatory in many 
reipe&s, Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (1 had almolt 
faid civility ) to God, who having diſpenc'd them 
as 2 liberality, 'tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
givethem noregard. Secondly, in Juſtice toa 
mzos poſterity : He that has received a fair In- 
heritance from his Anceſtors; if he ſuffer his ſu- 
pine negligerice to cut off the'Entail, he defrauds 
thoſe that were to kave ſucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that zroubler of his. own houſe, to whom 
Solomon, Prov. 11. 29. afſigns--no other- Inberi- 
tance bur the V{ i#d, which is indeed all ſuch a per- 
fon is like to'derive upon his Iſue, the common 
air being oftentimes their 'only Patrimony. 
Thirdly, . in order to all thoſe ends to which 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend on 
this, as Accidents on their-Subjecs, and ſo are 
all at once evacuated and nulled by the difſipa- 
ting of that wherein they are founded, All which 
conſiderations do naturally inforce upon men the 
neceſlity ofa prudent managery. : 
3. T HIS being ſuppoled, and the perion ha- 
ving as in our Law-forms is uſual, covenanted to 
ſand ſeifed of the Eftate, let us now ſee what are 
the proper uſes, to which it is to be limited. 
- IN -the firſt place, we may rank that of Con- 
tentednels in his portion; which though-to one | 
that is {et ro wreſtle with want it might ſeem'a 
hard precept, yet to himthart flows with abury, 
dance 
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| dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult iojunction, if experience did not teſtifie, 


that contentment is oftentimes as great a ſtranger 
in Palaces as Cottages. 
4. OF this excellent both vertue and felicity, 
there are two parts, the one a chearful enjoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently ( 1 
ſay not vainly ) ſupport him in that quality 
wherein he 1s 7 hex : God does not make Rich 
men ſuch mere Conduit-pipes of Wealth, thar 
they muſt paſs all, without retaining any thing 
themſelves ; bur rather like the Earth, which 
though ſhe conveys the ſprings through her veins, 
et is allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may-give 
bk a competent refreſhment ; and he thar does 
this mederately, 'and with a thankful refle&tion 
on that liberal Providence, which thus oives him 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. fallikes no 
part of his truſt, nor abuſes his ſ[tewardthip, 
this being, as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
Place, a Penſion allotted him by the bounty of 
his Lord. 

5. THE other part of contentment is that, 


Iby which the deſires are terminated within the 


bounds of his own poſſeſſions, and not ſuffered 
to range wildly into other mens, like 4hab's into 
Naboth's Vineyard, uling their Wealth, as Ang- 


Jlers do their Fiſh, to bait Hooks for more, 
Iby making it an Inſtrument of extorting from 


others; which is ſo great a gwlt, that it near- 
ly concerns them to ſecure themlelves againlt it, 
by a perfet ſatisfatioa in what is properly 
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their own. Nay, even in what is ſaid, there is 
caution to be had, that there be not too eager 
and vehement endeavours of multiplying it, and 
that not only by an unlawful commixture with 
other mens, which is the fin either of oppreſſion 
or ſraud, but even from its own ſtock, for that 
may be coyetouſneſs, and is ſurely a dire& ops 
polition to the divine diſpenſation. For when 
God hath given a man a full fortune, and by that 
manumitted him from thoſe carkings and {0+ 
licitudes to which ncedier perſons are expoſed, 
for him to make jt his grand buſineſs to pros 
jet how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, /ade himſelf” with thick clay, 
Hab.2.6. What is it but the degrading and 

ulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 
Jah placed him, a voluntary fale of himlelf tq 
the Gallies or Mines ? In this reſpe& thereforel 
may not unaptly apply that exhortation which 
the Apoſtle makes 1n-another, Gal.. 5. 1, Stand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free, Let not him whom God hath by a graciouy 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner ſervitude, and vaſlalage to the world, re- 
lIinquiſh that ſo valuable a priviledge, give up his 
ear to be bored by e Mammon, when God pro- 
claimsa Juvilce, Yet 'tis poſſible the quality of 
ſome mens eſtates may be fuch, that they may 
be capable of advancement by a moderate _ 


calie Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert thei: 


from more excellent Imployments, but may rs 
rher be a xeexcation than a toil: And in that 


calc 
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caſe | know no obligation lies on them ſo to de- 
fic an Improvement, as not to chule a profitable, 
before an expenlive divertiſement, to ſpend thoſe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy deſigns and enter- 
tainments. Burt the perpetual ſolicitous pur- 
ſuit after more wealth, 1s certainly a culpable 
inordinacy, as being inconſiſtent with that con- 
tentment and acquieicence which is the duty of 
every man for whom God hath thus liberal- 
ly provided, and ſuch as will beſides be like- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obliga- 
tion. 

6, SUCH ain the next place we are to ac- 
count the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to 
ſupply the indigencies of wanting perſons ; which 
ſurely is to be lookt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receipts. God, who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 
isnot to be imagined ſo partial, as to provide 
pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in the mean 
time leave others deſtitute of the neceſſary ſup- 
ports of life ; yet if we look no deeper than the 
viſible portions of Poor and Rich, there is no 
evidence of the contrary. But when we examing 
upon what Conditions and Proviſo's that Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we ſhall have no temptati- 
on ſo to aſperſe or charge God fooliſhly: For 
though we have not diſpenſed (o immediately to 


the Poor, [yet he gives them, as it were, Bills of 


Afſigament upon the plenty of the Rich, a 
righr to be ſupplied by them: fo that the dif- 
| E 4 fcrence 
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terence ſeems to þe only that of an Elder, and 
Younger brethren ; the Elder uſually carries the 
bulk of the Eſtate, but then that is charged with 
proviſions for the Younger; and if the quantity 
of thole be not diſtintly expreſt, but left in- 
definitely, that a& of Truſt in the Father lays 
the greater obligation on him, not to deceive ig 
by too mean and ſcanty a diſtribution; for now 
himſelf is become a Father to them, and theres 
fore ſhould proportioa his bounty by the tens 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt: affectionate re- 
lation, And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multitudes of come 
mands of Charity in the Goſpel, there is. yet 
none that expreſly allots the proporticn of our 
Alms, that by this a&'of confidence, as it were, 
men might be obliged to the higher liberality 
And he that ihall make this Incentive to it, a pres 
tencetoexcute the want of it, 3s ſure a moſt crt- 
minous perverter of the divine intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining Gods ſacred arts, as if 
'twere not enough to rebel, unleſs in a further 
contempt he aſſaulted him with his own wea- 
pons. Certainly God never deligned LaJarw's 
portion ſhould be made up only of the Crambs from 
the Table: For though indeed Dives is taxed that 
ne gave him not them, yet ifhe had, ſuch a dole 
would ſure never have reſcued him from the 
place of torment. He whoreſts in a Rich mans 
boſom in Heaven, is to have ſome proportion- 
able-treatment from thoſe on Earth, ſome more 
hoſpitable receprica than a” 1yiog at the, Gares 
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ſome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores ; and thoſe that refuſe it him, mult be pre- 
ſumed to eontemn not only the LaFarws, but the 
Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives him, 
ſince that which qualites him for an admittance 
there, 1s not able to recommend him to their leaſt 
regard. 

7. I SHALL not attempt to proportion 
mens Charities, fince God hath not ; yet there 
are ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall not to too 
kandalous a lowneis; which having been done 
already by a * better Pen, I hall re- ,,, 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe mond's Pradti- 

leave mens Compaſlions full <1 Catechiln, 
cope to grow up. to what greater height Gods 
grace and *mens exigencies thall advance them: 
And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch,thar 
twill become every Rich man not only to rifle 
his Coffers, pour out what'oever his ſuperflui- 
ties have there amaſſed, bur alto to defal's much 
bf his own accuſtomed enjoyments, cauic the Ra- 
for to paſs even upon his whole Equipage, tocut 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which God's providence thus cuts out for 
it, Whether this may not be a proper ſeaſon for 
It, Tleave every conlidering perſon to judge. At 
the preſent I ſhall beſeech every man ro whom 
God hath given Wealth, ſadly to ponder how 
ſcandalous a thing it will be tor him who has 
been the Object of lo*great Bounty, to decline 
IN the 
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the being an Agent in any ; todiſcover h:m(elftg 7 
have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidſt ſuch} , 
an influence of the commodities; and to detie theff þ 
Example of that Liberality, by whoſe effects bel} 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger off p 
fe 
fc 
ſ 


it.alſo, how dreadful a guilt ( and conſequently 
vengeance ) he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this ſo main end of his receipts. Ir is is 
deed a. complication of many crimes not only ;4 
againſt Man but God allo: I ſhall inſtance onlyf ,, 
in two, moſt generally decried, and yet moſt emefj 4 
nently contained - in jt, Unthankfulneſs, and] jr 
Fallenels. F 
8. GODin his wiſdom diſcerning that Equg ,, 
lity of Conditions would breed contuſion in theff 
World, has ordered leveral ſtates, defign'd ſome j 
to Poverty, others to Riches; only annexing toff 
the rich the care of the Poor ; yet that rather ty 
as an advantage, than a burden, a ieed of more ;, 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now uf} , 
this diviſion of men, thoſe on whom he hath f 
cauſed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no 
thing but his gracious diſpoſal ; and therefore ,; 
had been certainly obliged ro ſubmit to any theſ] , 
moſt difficult rasks he ſhould have diſpenſed tof ;, 
them. But now that 1n his great indulgence he hath ;,, 
ſo tempered the command, as to render it not an pli 
allay, but an enhancement of the mercy, he that gr 
gives it only a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays| to, 
himſelf to want a juſt ſenſe of it ; but he that flat] ſes 
ly reſiſts it, is in the- molt tranſcendent degree 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay, I think I might havs 


laid 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice ; for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
fift his duty and intereſt rogether ? 

9. NOR is this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſneſs : Every rich man is, as I faid be- 
fore, God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
toprovide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
ſuch are the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer either his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteftable falſenels can be committed, not only 
in xeſpe& of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whole truſt he abuſes? Many 
other enormities there are in Uncharitableneſs, 
which as ſo many miſ-ſhapen limbs concur to the 
making up this deformed Monſter ; but I ſhall 
ſuppole it ſufficient to have pointed out thele 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary to 
ingenuity, I muſt hope will carry a very averting 
_ oi who lo eſpecially pretend to 
that quality. 

10. T O this poſitive part of duty, the being 
rich in good works, we iind the Apoſtle connects a 
negative, 17Tim.6. 17. Charge them that be rich 
in this world that they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
in uncertainriches, And we need not reſort to im- 
plicite faith inthe Author, to perſwade us of the 
preat propriety and fitneſs of theſe cautions ; 'tis 
too evident that Pride and Confidence are diſea- 
les that uſually breed in full and opulent fortunes, 
and as they ſpring from the ſame root, ſo do they, 
like neighbouring branches, mutually ſhelter 

TNR#n : ' and 
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and ſupport one another. He that is high-mind& 
ed, abhorsthe ſubmiſſion of any foreign deper 
dence, and therefore gladly anchors on any thi 
hecan call his own ; and thinking his wealt 
moſt properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs, as 
holy Job expreſles an averſion, to make gold hig 
hope, and to ſay to the fie gold, Thou art my conſs- 
dence, Job 31. 24, On the other fide he that 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in hig 
pride. It is Ariſtorle's' obſervation, that wealth 
makes conturselious and inſolent ; which I pre 
ſume he infers not only from experience, but 
reaſon alſo; for the ground-work of humility 
being the ſenſe of impotence and defe&, he that 
aſſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermines that foun- 
dation, and inſtead of it lays the Bafis of the 
quite contrary temper, all haughtinels and ela- 
tron of mind. A memorable example of this we 
have in the inlolent refletions of Nebuchadnez- 
Far, Dan. 4. 30. which had withal lo diſmal 4 
conſequent, as, methink, ſhould like Lor's wife, F;: 
remain a perpetual monument to deter others fl 
fromall approaches towards the like vanity. 
11, AND certainly it is a moſt importantF 
concerament of rich men, to fence themſelves 
againlt this double temptation ; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complete armour, 
than what they may borrow from one ſhort ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle, . 1 Cor. 4. 7. hat haſt thou 
that thou haſt not received? Let them look on 
themelves as mere Receivers, -and then with F' 


what pretence can they pride themſelves in that Þ" 
wherein 
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+ | wherein they are barely paſſive? Nay indeed if it 
+ |< throughly ſcann'd, theſe Receits imply cauſe | 
rather of ſhame than boaſting ; the being filled 
p from anothers hand, is a fure Argument ( and ta+ 
1; | te Reproach ) of a natural and original empti- 
00cs; and if God have dealt fo liberally with 
k. them, they may colle& 'tis in compliance not 
at with their merits, but _infirmities ; his having 
ig} adethem rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw 
þ {bem not prepared to be innocently poor: And 
& fure Pride muſt be a ſubtle Alchymitt, that can 
x eace extract matter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perſwaded the Jews to glory in 
thoſe Indulgences, which were granted them on- 
ly for the hardnefiof their hearts. 
12. IN like manner if they refle& on their 
fiches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt un» 
kt obje& of Truſt. For if they were given, they 
May alſo be taken away. We hold all by that 
ld 2enwre, which the Lawyers ſtile Alodium, be- 
auſe it is from none but God : and his gifts ( of 
this kind at teaſt ) are never fo abſolute, as to ex- 
lude power of revocation. He then that enjoys 
a thiog not upon right but bounty, muſt ask his 
enefactor how far he is to preſume on it. And 
they would do fo in this caſe, they would ſoon 
e reſolyed.how little confidence were to be re- 
joled in wealth. They may hear God the great 
Aatron-tell them by Solomon, that riches make 
bemſelves wings,and fly away as an Eagle, Prov.23. 
F. by Chriſt, that the Treaſures which they lay up 
Pere are liable tothe Moth; and Kuft, and Thiewes 
and 
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and by the 4poſtle, rhat they are «ncertain richesl þ 
Nay indeed, if they would bur ask themſelvegf « 
their own daily experience and obſervation, that 
would bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day. ak g 
moſt gives ſome renewed inſtance of it. Whatll te 
multitudes of accidents are there to which mengff 
goods are liable? A rough Wind, a tempelinyl g; 
ous Sea ſinks at once the Merchant and his Ship] th 
an ill ſeaſon, an hungry ſoil eats out the Huy 
bandman: and they who run not either of theff 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor | 
earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. A 
can there any {ecurity be fanci'd in that wea 
which is thus a prey toeach elemear ſingle, a 
yet more often to them united in man, to whe 
trauds or violences more have owed their impoeyl of 
verithing, than to any of the former accidentsCo 
And now what greater infatuation can there þ 

than to place a truſt on that which is ſo flictinfflma 
and unſteady, to lean on a broken reed, or WOr 
Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones eyes upon that which nid 
mot ? "Joan 
13, BUT if by an impoſſible ſuppoſirionma; 
we ſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, /ftry 
they are indeed tranſitory: yet unleſs they had 
well Strength as conſtancy, they could with mſn, 
reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays by hifdoe: 
friend to the laſt minute, if he have no power four 
aftiſt him, is only a ſpeRator, not a reliever (Mas 
his ſufferings. alas, how many miſeries attther 
men ſubject to,in which wealth can give them nqrich 
aid ! Is a man afflicted in his body with pain - ” ady; 

yan 
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Indies are not 2 competent price for a minutes 
eaſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted in his 


Name with reproach ? 'Tis not whole Izgors of 
I gold that will ftopthe mouth of Fame: nay ot- 
J centimes the obloquy is it ſelf merely the proge- 


098 ny of his wealth, that breeding envy, and envy 


ry detration. But if the ſore lye yet deeper, it it be 
1; the Sow! that ſuffers, that is yet farther removed 


uy from poſibility of relief this way. If it fuffer as 


a ſlave under the dominion of fin, no treafure 


be can redeem from that vaſſalage. Wealth does 


too often by adminittring temptation 
firengthen'thoſe chains, but it cannot break 
them, as appears too evidently by the number of 
fach rich bondmen. If it groan under the guile 


0H} of fin, labour under the. terrors of an accuſin 
' Conſcience, alas !; gold is no balm toa wounde 


ſpirit : the luxuries which that has ſupported 
may help to pierce, but it has no power to heal. 


' WI Or laftly, if rhe foul fall finally under the pu- 


«{Aathment of fin, there is no commuting that pe- 
— Fate, - buying off that ſmart; Riches abuled 
fmay indeed ſwell the accompt, and multiply the 


I 


rc 
4 ' 
; 


1 


Thqad 


;ait 


ſiripes, but they can never bribe the remiſſion of 
any, The Wile-man hath affured us this, Prov. 
I. 4. Riches profit not in the day of wrath. Nor 
does this carry any oppoſition to the counſel 'of 
our Saviour, Luke 16. 9g. of making friends of the 
Mammon of uxrighteouſnef{ : for he refers not 
there to any--natural or inherent property 'of 
riches, but only to that extrinſick and accidental 
advantage may be made of them proportionably 

tO 
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to what was ſaid before of the »»juſt StewardF. 
whioſe dextrous managery was it that rendree 
his Lords debts fo uſeful tro him ; not” that they 
had any proper innate vertue to ſecure him fron 
the neceſſity cither of begging or digging. And 
therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not jn an An 
nunciative, but an Exhortatory ftile 2. he. tells 
us not that eMammon ſhall make us friends, buk 
excites us to make that our own. care, and bya 
prudent diſpoſure to make it ſubſeryient. to at 
end above its native efficacy, But-all-this isſug 
very reconcileable with that natural impoteng 
we have obſerved in it. Wealth ctiaritably. di 
poſed may have cxcellent effets, but yet thok 
are to be a(cribed tothe. charity, not the wealthi 
which ſtill remains in its own eſſence the ſam 
unactive lump in the Cheſt,that it was in 
Mine, like the heathen Deities, unable to prote 
its moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further inſtancg 
whereof I may add that which will ſound ve 
like a riddle, that riches cannot deliver even from” f 
preſent Want: which yet is demonſtrably t 

-1n all thoſe rich Miſers, whoſe bellies-are lankg' 
while their coffers are full ; - a fort of Tantalize 
creatures, not peculiar only to this/ latter age 
for we find thera deſcribed by Solomon, Eccleſts 
6.2. A man to whom God hath given riches, we! 
and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing. for hu ſo 
of all that he defireth, yet God giveth him not powtl 
to eat thereof. So unligniticant a thing is wealtli 
that without the addition of a new power, ef 
ables him not to receive the kaſt benefit from! 
14. WHEN 
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va. 14. WHEN allthis is conſidered; what is 
003 therein wealth thatcan invite the leaſt confi- 
dence; fince it _— ſo utterly unable to ſecure 
menn their moſt important intereſts, nay todo 
that which it moſt immediately and moſt colour- 
| ably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
J that fad defeat of being diſappointed in his truſts, 
failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look out for - 
ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But alas? 
our ſoil affords it not,' all here below was long 
9 fince pronounced by one that wanted neither 
4 wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such - 
mutations and viciflitudes attend all ſublunary 
{ things, that he that attempts to ere&t any du- 
'rable ſatisfaction on them, out-does the folly of 
Wh that ablurd archite& Chriſt mentions, and 
tec” builds not on the ſard, but water : and in this 
9” ſence the world 1s ſtill under a deluge, not fo 
9} much dry ground, as where a dove may reſt her 
om” foot. 
15. WE arethendriven by way of neceſſary 
" refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the 4r& to ſhelter our 
ſelves under his wings, where alone we may ſe+ 
curely reſt, and according to the advice which 
the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, to 1r7uſt irs 
the living God, And todo this amidift all the fe- 
ducements of Wealth, to ſee through all thoſe 
miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe, and whilſt 
they enjoy the gift, to confide only inthe Giver, 
is indiſpenſably the __ and ſhould be the _ 
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. ofevery one, to whom S. Pau/direas this charge; 
Hl that are rich in this world. 

16. AND ſuch in thelaft place areto take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, and Jq 
that is to uſe that advantage which their Wealth [nc 
gives them, towards the exerciſe of Temperance : [oy 
which indeed can never be known to be truly [ha 
ſuch, but when there are opportunities and tem- [yr 
prations to the contrary. He that hath nothing [da 
wherewith to maintain a Riot, leaves it doubtful Jln 
both to others and himſelf, whether his Abftinen-Jeh 
ces be the effects of Poverty or Temper ; but he Jhy 
that has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits [th 
it not to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to beJof 
mdeed his Choice, not his fate. And this is 8 w: 
moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth: and 
though 'tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room in 
molt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it- merits 
a principal place, as being much the greateſt of 

thoſe, which refle& only upon the perſon 
' Himſelf. Thisreſiſtiog of Temptations is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pre- 
tend to Honour, fit to denominate a Gallant man. 
E with thoſe who ſeek that reputation by many 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here 
eatertain their youthful Ardours, this beinga 
Field where they may be aſſured never to want 
Combatants. One while Gltrony preſents it ſelf, 
armed with the allurements of a full and delicate 
Fable: and though one would think him buts 
deſpicable Afailant, that has only the Kitchin 
tor his armory, yet experience ſhews us, thoſe 
edgelels 
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| edgleſs weapons may vie with the keeneſt for the 


mortalneſs of their effets. At another time 
Draukennef ſends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor, \cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace of infamy to him, whoſhall 
own {ſo much religious cowardule, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Laſ# attaches bim with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean time Pride, the moſt lie and trea» 
eherous of all the reſt, is perpecually laying am» 
buſhes for him in the adorations of his Flatterers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Excelles. And now what Knight-Errand 

ould with for more Eacounters? Oc why 
ould men range abrogd to invite Quarrels; 
whilſt they tamely ſuffer ſuch troops of enemies 
to bid them daily dehance? *Tis, they fay, a 
Maxime among the Swordmen, That he that has 
once been baffled, is ever afitr an incompetent Chats 


I iwger. I wiſh it might have this one (ober appli- 


cation, that men would ſuſpend all other Dzels, 
till they have righted themſelves on their Vices, 
and by fome (ignal Conqueſts redeemed them- 
felves from that obloquy and defamation, which 
theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries have expo* 
kd them to. 

17.. HAVING ſhewed what Uſes areduly 
tobe made of Wealth, let us now look back, and 
conlider whether any of them be ordinarily dit- 
cernible in Prafice, And here we ſhall meet 
with one ſort of men, who ſtumble at the very 

F 2 threſhold, 
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threſhold, that fail in that firſt part of dutys ow 
which all the reſt depend: I mean thoſe who by 
fupine negligence ſuffer their Eftares to moulder 
and conſume inſenſibly, for want-of an eafie ins 
fpeQion and overſight, Of ſuch as theſe former} 
Ages have afforded- inſtances, and doubtleſs the 

preſent alſo, though' the number of the luxuri 
ous waſters do now ſo overwhelm them, that they 
are the leſs difcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the effe& only of ſloth, yet certainly therg' 
are other concurrents toit, generally thele two3 

firft ſuch an overweening of their wealth, that} 
they think it inexhauſtible; and ſecondly an opy 
nion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing for# 
Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of looking 
after his fortune. The motives are too ridic 
tous to deſerve a confutation ; but in the meat 
time it cannot but -extort pity, to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain whimſies. And what tole- 
rable account can ſuch a Parent give to his begs 
ger'd Off-ſpring, to whom 'tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and ſloth which made the 
mere managery of an Eſtate too hard for him 
and yet withal bequeatlis them the ſadder toil of 
getting one? Nay, what account can he give t6 
God, trom whom he received it, in order toſeyes 
ral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all 2 Ju} 
'Twas a Command to the Jews, that they ſbou/d 
vot cut down Fruit-trees, though it werefor fo nes 
ceflary'an uſe as to advance a Siege, Dent. 20. 19; 
But this is the hewing down that Stock, from 
which ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, _ 
nat 
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ow that without any pretence either of neceſfity or 
y af reaſon. | 
hi 18. OUR next view will preſent us with a»-- 
in-J #her ſortof perſon, whos much tranſgreſles the 
nee duty of contentedneſs in both the parts of it. 
the} Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath af- 
«I forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to. allow 
hey themſelves that of the poor /; ſolctting their eye 
em evil even to themkebres, becauſe Gods is good, 
I The Egypriaxs were ſuch jealous Reverers of thoſe 
703] Creatures which they ingr ff that he that 


I volated them was in denger of ftoning, Exod. 8. 
ts. So theſe men who haveſet up their Wealth 
Tor their God, pay it ſo much veneration, that as 
ng&Y 4 impatient to have it invaded by others, 
K Y areafraid to offer -the leaſt violence to it 

th themlelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive 
e# their adorations, and it is now become Sacriledge 
FJ(indeed the only one they ſcruple ) todebaſe it to 
os the ſupply of their cocatibien They are ſtrange 
ayJauſterities which the Voraries of this Deity wall 
hejJendure, eyen beyond the mortifications of the 
mj{ molt rigid Aſcetick. Their whole lives area per- 
| of I petual contradiction to all the appetites of Na- 
to fture; yet alas! that infers here no compliance 
7e: with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant to ſer 
12 Jupa Thirdparty in the world, they equally op- 
/d } poſe theſe. And now he that thus oppreſſes him- 
je Jielf, no wonder if he do the like to others, if. he 
9: | extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 
m | wring from any. And that this work may not be 
retarded, he is provided of yariety of inſtruments 
F 3 tor 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a leg 
colour to rob his neighbour. Or if a Witneſs 
prove a better pexny-worththan the Judge, Sibor- 
nation ſhall do the: buſineſs. - Sometimes Exrop 
tion ſhall-prey upon a rtedy Creditor, and'thit 
not only with the ſlowerignawings of a Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of tht 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack is jones 
and a poor Tenant faſtned on it, and-there 
ſtrained and. diſtorted, that - he-can- never knkt 
again to any competent ſubliftetices - Sometime 
apain a poor neighbouring Prodigal 'ſhall be ſpuF 
red onto farther riot, fed with! money, 'thar® 
by a forfeited eMorrgage he may ſeiſe of! i 
Eſtate, Ina word, 'twere endlels'to- reckon-u 
all the engines of rapine which this greedy Inve 
der hath in his magazine. And of fuch aone Tpit 
ſume every man will: pronounce, that he nototÞ 
oully violates the precept of Contentedneſs. - -''/ 

19. BUT though this be the groſleſt, 'yeti 
he not. the only Tranſgrefſor. There is allo-4#% 
ther more plaulible: fort, who though they d 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at- othe 
. mens coſts, yet do-it too much at their owns 
whoſe brains are mere forges of Projeas, perpe 
tually hammering out ſome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in- birth of font} 
treſh Imprayement, ſuffer all the pangs and} ' 
throws of acarkiog ſolicitude inpurſuit of it. I} - 
know this piece of _— hath better luck 
than the reſt, and paſſes for a creditable;thing, 
| Under the ſpecious name of good husbandry Fo 
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ſure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that ſay, they feek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out ofthe Miſers delign of hoarding up, bur 
outof the more generous purpoſe of living more 


hand, i - For ſure he that covets more to 
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» is as little contented in his portion, 2s 
that covets more to lay up : he that thinks 
'Jis Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
.asfar from being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his 
and too little, his bag roo empty. So that 
{is apparent. theſe arrows come out of the 
_ quiver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral 

r 


marks. 
- 20, AND between both theſe motives of 
griping no wonder if the Duty of Alms-giving be 
*crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
-the image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it: but the 
World has given ita further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever delign'd, its crucifixion 
/between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves, 
There wants only one member ol the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of thele Malefafors, which 
God knows our Souldiers, nay many Armies of 
them have not been able to do. The many in- 
ances theſe times have given of the ſudden &i/- 
 fipation of mens Idolized heaps, baye not yet fo 
diſciplia'd the Worldling, as to perſwade him 
to lay up his treaſure in - ven, And the loud calls 
= IS: 2.4 0; 
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. of Godto weeping and momrning 4nd girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſteroully been Ecchos 


ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings,F 
and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe the judgment of God, are very unlike 
; or compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and I} 


oubt there are many who thus anſwer the chas 
racer of the unjuſt Judge, Luke 18. that neithet 
fear God nor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
4a inexorableneſs of temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by importanity ; but ſo petrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
. can diſſolye them. *Tis a mucheaſier task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetcly 
it out of the covetous mans Cofter. The Earthy 
though ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſurez 
'tis acceſſible to the induſtry of any that will 
- ſearch for it: but he like an row ſtands Cen® 


tinel about his, and ſounds an-alarm upon the! 
xemoreſt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. -Withz 
what jealoulie does he eye any that he can bug 


fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault # 
Qr if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have ſo ſlept at once, that he happen to be fa 
priſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by it, but the 
ſhame of an- open repulſe, being ſure to find 

im impregnable. As for the Yoluptuary, he has. 
ſo many expenſive luſts to maintain, that he has 
difficulty enough how to gratihe all them in the 
giltribution of hyg wealth : they are competi- 


ror. 
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tors to each other, - yet joyn to keep out that 
16-4 which would be-a common one to them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt -profuſions of his 
wealth, yet thinks-an Alms will undo him. "Tis 
| the grand bulineſs of his life to contrive- ways of 
expenſe © yer when any objec of charity preſents 
1-J one; ' he becomes thrifty on the ſuddefy, like the 
et | Seyſtive plaxt ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
mf-open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſomecon- 
be Þ vulſion had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
ref forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
rs} them, and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, ex- 
tra&t Poyſon-out of Cordials, a Curſe out ofa 
I Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervient to that Compaſſion which he has im- 
planted in humane nature = but now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
Rich men look upon - poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein th 
were perfetly unconcerned, "Tis Stradz's fan- 
&, that there is ſuch a ſmpathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſame Loadſtone, that 
perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
their motion maintain 4 correſpondency, I ſhall 
not undertake fos the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks 'tis matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
ſomuch obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a conje&ure, whilſt men who have fo 
many undoubted principles of union both from 
nature and grace, have quite extinguiſhed all ef- 
ſets of them. That too many have 1o, _ 
-;--- needs 
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needs no other. evidence than the many, ur 
cour'd extremities of the Poox. For how le 
can'it become pollible, that. one rank of me 
ſhould gluttonize, and another ftarve? That 
that thinks.it death toendure either che want o& 
moderation of, a Meal, ſhould never- confidg 
what are the gripings of the {till empty ſtomact 
That he ſhould without all regret ſee his ownfi 
humane nature pining and: languiſhing in the 
perlon of his poor brother, whilſt in himſelf 's 
oppreſt with the quite contrary exceſles, au 
might be relieved in both by a more equal diſtyr 
bution ? | 
21. AND now who can ſufficientlydeplong, 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay, or rather the it 
humanity of the Rich ! This Gab is the {adc 
ſpeRacle of the two: the one only ſuffers, 
other ſins. And that ſuffering too may end i 
eternal refreſhments, whereas the other in ex 
leſs torment. LaJarws reſts iv Abrahams boſom 
whea the uncharicable Glutton fries in perpetudl 
fawer. Andohrhzt this were rhroyghly weigh 
ed, that they would conſider that every d 
of unmercifulacſs they ſhew to others, reverts 
with'a rebounded force upon themſelves ! Alas, 
'tisnot ſo much the poor mans body, as their own 
ſouls that ſue for their alms. And whenever they 
ſhur uptheir bowels of compaſſion from the ons, 
what do they but fexyien T<uaa, ſeal up Gods 
ftore-houſes and treaſuries from the other ? When 
they deny the crumbs from their table, they deny 
themſelves « drop of water to gool their tongues. 
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well - 22. BUT fear this of Illiberality may paſs 
all for a moderate crime in this Age, when ſomany 
neal 'are guilty of another (o far tranſcending ict. For 
ef do we nor ſeedivers, who inſtead of abating their 
af 'Baceſſesto relieve the Poor, do maintain their 
«I Riot upon them ? If the deſperate Debts of poor 
ay Tradelmen were examined, I doubt not this 
my xoult appear a ſad truth. *Tis become fo 
faſhionable a thing to run into Scores, and fo un- 
faſhionable topay them, thar he is ſcarce thought 
by well-bred, that has not bankrupted one at leaſt 
i} ofeach Trade he deals with. Their only care is 
{| roget credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they 
MJ truft _ ſhall have fair words, but if once 
is 


* 


their faith fail, then, as if-the So/ifidian dodrine 

T had ftretcht it ſelf into Traffick as well as Di- 
Kh vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
folicitouſly avoided as the Separarif ſhuns a per- 
6F fon whom he is pleaſed-to call carnal. Poſterns 
g and obſcure pall: es are contrived, on purpoſe 

J to eſcape them; fo that a poor Creditor muſt 
wine many daye, nav months attendances. be- 
Fore he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentlemen, as to coms 
but to ask his own ; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, '15 ſome amn_y romiſes ta 
bribe a delay. But ſometimes he | wan much 
'worſe, andas if 'twere acrime not to ſtarve ii- 
tently, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and contumelious language become his only pay- 
ment, It has beenreceived as a Maxim, That we 
ave all kind to our own creatures: But this caſe 
ſhews 'tis ng univerſal rule ; for thoſe who thus 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a legal 
colour to rob his neighbour. Or if a Witneh 
prove a better penny-worth than the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Extor 
tion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that 
not only with the flower gnawings of a Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of. the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack is broughtoms 
and a poor Tenant faſtned on it, and-there {6 
ſtrained and diſtorted, that he-can never knk 
@22in 19 2ny comnyerent ſubliftencs.  Somerimak 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal ſhall be ſpur 
red on to farther riot, fed with: money, thar'Þ 
by a forfeited eMorrgage he may fſeiſe on/ hi 
Eſtate, Ina word, twere endlels to. reckon: up 
all the engines of rapine which this greedy Inve 
der hath in his magazine. And of fuch aoneTpre 
ſume every man will pronounce, that he notott 
oully violates the precept of Contentedneſs. 

19. BUT. though this be the groſleſt, yetis 
he not the only Tranſgreſſor. There is alſo ans 
ther more plauſible #q who though they dd 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at- other 
mens coſts, yet do- it too much at their own: 
whoſe brains are mere forges of Projeas, perpe 
tually hammering out ſome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in- birth of fome 
*trreſh Improvement, ſuffer all the pangs and 
throws of acarkiog ſolicitude inpurſuit of it. 1 
knaw this piece of aye aq 4 hath better luck 
than the reſt, and paſſes for 2 creditable. thing, 
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ſure if it be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppolite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that ſay, they feek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Miſers delign of hoarding up, bur 
out of the more generous purpoſe of living more 
fend, i For ſure he that covets more to 
th 


» is as little contented in his portion, as 
at covets more to lay up : he that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
.as far from being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his 


4and too little, his bag too empty. So that 


tis apparent theſe arrows come out of the 
fame quiver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral 
marks. 

20, AND between both theſe motives of 
griping no wonder 1t the Daty of Alms-giving be 


*crouded into a very narrow compals. That ex- 


cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 


+ the image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it: but the 


World has given it a further kind of conformity 


-with him than he ever delign'd, its crucifixion 


between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves, 
There wants only one member ol the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of thele Malefattors, which 
God knows our Souldiers, nay many Armies of 
them have not been able to do. The many in- 
ſances theſe times have given of the ſudden di!- 


. fipation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yer fo 


diſciplinad the Worldling, as to perſwade him 


to lay wp his treaſure in Heaven, And the loud calls 
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of God to weeping and mmrning 4nd girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſteroully been Eccho- 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 
and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe the judgment of God, are very unlike- 
yoo compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and I 
doubt there are many who thus anſwer the cha- 
racer of the unjuſt Judge, Luke 18. that neither 
fear God ner regard man, nay that far outgo him 
1n inexorableneſs of temper. - He was to be 
wrought upon by i-zportunity ; but ſo petrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers 'nor tears 
| can diſſolye them. *Tis a much eaſier task- to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
it out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though ſhe hide, yetſhe guards not her treaſure, 
tis acceſſible to the induſtry of any that will 
ſearch for it: but he like an Argws ſtands Cen- 
tinel about his, and ſounds an-alarm upon the 
xemoreſt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With 
what jealoulie does he eye any that he can but 
fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault ? 
Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have ſo flept at once, that he happen to be ſur- 
priſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by it, but the 
ſhame of an. open repulle, being ſure to find 
him impregaable. As for the Yoluptuary, he has 
{o many expenſive luſts to maintain, that he has 
aficulty enough how to gratihe all them in the 
giftriburion of hyg wealth : they are competi- 
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tors to each other, yet joyn to keep out that 
which would be a common one to them all. He 
ps, | that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
us Y wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo him. "Tis 
ce- | the grand bulineſs of his life to contrive ways of 
| IF expenſe © yet when any objec of charity preſents 
12- | one,' he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like the 
er © Senſitive plaxt ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
im © open hand ofhis clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
be & vulſion had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
re © forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
rs | them, and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, ex- 
to trat Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curie out ofa 
ch Blefling. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
h, & ſubſervient tothat Compaſſion which he has im- 
e; | planted in humane nature : but now they are be- 
ll come the means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
n- Y Rich men look upon- poor, as if they were crea- - 
16 tures of another © pecies, things wherein the 
h &. were perfectly unconcerned, "Tis Stradzs's fan- 
at © cy, that there is ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
d | two Needles touched by the ſame Loadſtone, that 
? | perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
s | their motion maintain a correſpondency, I ſhall 
r- F not undertake for the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks 'tis matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
ſomuch obſervable accord, as to give preterce 
for ſuch a conje&ure, whilſt men who have fo 
many undoubted principles of union both from 
'nature and grace, have quite extinguiſhed all ef- 
fets of them. That too many have fo, _ 
bY... - needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many. unſue 
cour'd extremities of the Poor. For how elllff f 
can it become pollible, that one rank of mealff ; 
ſhould glurtonize, and another ſtarve? That hel & 
that thinks it death to endure either che want off 1 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conlidelf 4 
, 
, 
F 
{ 
| 


what are the gripings of the ſtill empty ſtomach! 
That he ſhould without all regret ſee his own 
humane nature pining and languiſhing in the 
perion of his poor brother, whilſt in himſelf ts 
oppreſt with the quite contrary exceſſes, and 
might be relieved in both by a more equal diſt 
burion ? 

21. AND now who can ſufficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay, or rather the ig 
humanity of the Rich ! This Goely is the {adder 
ſpectacle of the two: the one only ſuffers, the 
other fins. And that ſuffering too may end in 
eternal refreſhments, whereas the other in end- 
leſs torment. LaJarws reſts in Abrahams boſom, 
when the uncharitable Gluzton fries in perpetual 
flames. And oh that this were throughly weigh- 
ed, that they would conſider that every degree 
of unmercifulneſs they ſhew to others, reverts 
with'a rebounded force upon themſelves ! Alas, 
*rtisnot ſo much the poor mans body, as their own 
ſouls that ſue for their alms. And whenever they 
ſhur uptheir bowels of compaſſion from the one, 
what do they but ofenyiias T<puaa, ſeal up Gods 
ftore-houſes and treaſuries from the other ? . When 
they deny the crumbs from their table, they deny 
themſelves 4 drop of water to gool their tongues, + 
22.BUT 
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22, BUT Ifear this of Illiberality may paſs 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when ſomany 
are guilty of another ſo far tranſcending it. For 
do we nor ſee divers, who inſtead of abating their 
Baceſſesto relieve the Poor, do maintain their 
Riot upon them ? It the deſperate Debts of poor 
Tradelmen were exafnined, I doubt not this 
would : appear a ſad truth. *Tis become ſo 
faſhionablea thing to run into Scores, and fo un- 
faſhionable topay them, that he is (carce thought 
well-bred, that has not bankrupted one at leaſt 
of each Trade he deals with. Their only care is 
toget credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they 
truſt ſtoutly ſhall have fair words, but if once 
their faith fi » then, as if-the So/ifidian doctrine 
had ſtretcht it ſelf into Traffick as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
folicitouſly avoided as the Separerif ſhuns a per- 
fon whom he is pleaſed to call carnal. Poſterns 
and obſcure paſſages are contrived, on purpoſe 
to eſcape them; ſo that a poor Creditor muſt 

ie many days, nay moneths attendances, be- 
bore he can ſo ſurpriſe a Gentleman, as to come 
but to ask his own ; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, '*15 ſome empty promiſes ta 
bribe a delay. But ſometimes he fares much 
worſe, andas if 'twere acrime not to ſtarve ſi- 
tently, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and contumelious language become his only pay- 
ment, It has been received as a Maxim, That we 
are all kind to our own creatures : ' But this caſe 
ſhews 'tis ng univerſal rule ; for thoſe who thus 
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make poor men, are of all other, the moſt bar 
barous to them in their poverty. But let thoſe 
 whothus ſhuffle off their reckonings with men 
remember that there will come a day, when the 

*ſhall not beable to decline their Accompt to God 
And with what horrour and confuſion muſt they 
appear at that Audit, when they ſhall be charged 
not only with the miſpending their own eſtates; 
but other mens, the having added robbery to ur 
mercifulneſs? | | 

23, IF in the next place we ſhall refle& on 
the Apoltles caution 'of »ot being high-minded or 
gruſting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn to our 
Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any ſuch 
charge given, there is {olittle of it to be read in 
mens practices. Humility is a plant, _ that is 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ao- 
counted a megan degenerous quality, that like 
Treaſon 4tt4intsthe bloud, and forfeits Nobilis' 
ty. Gentlemen, though they are for the moſi 
part very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice a week, do yet tranſcribe the 
worſe part of his copy, the thinking they are xt 
like other men, and believe it a juſtice they' owe 
their birth to dolo. They have. mounted them 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from thoſe Pi- 
nacles of Honour, all below ſeem little and con- 
temptible, creeping things of the Earth, Worms 
and no «Men. I am not fo for confounding of Qua- 
lities, as to exact they ſhould chule their Inti- 
mates and Companions out of the loweſt rank. 
I know Prudence as well as Pride has drawn 8 
iPartition- 
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Paitition-wall between them ( though -perhaps 
the latter has raiſed it to an —_— height Y. 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, thar as. the 
re of Not eating Bloud was deſigned not: 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, ſo' 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable only 
asa fence againſt baſe and ignoble practices ; true 
tneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not the perſons, 
ut the vicesofthe vulgar. Yet here alas! the 
ſcene is quite changed, and many who look the 
moſt faſtidiouſly on the one, will yet mix- free- 
ly with the other; and while they ſoar the 
higher in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do 
yet ſtoop to the ſordid beſtialities of the moſt 
is Y abje& of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
0 fometimes make many of them deſcend even from 
ke their punRilioes, and thoſe Who at another 
1i-F meeting muſt have lookt for no other treatment 
{4 & but what S. James deſcribes, Jam. 2. 3; Stand 
e, IB} this there, or fit here under my foot-ſtool, ſhall in 
ie the rounds of good fellowſhip be equal withthe 
oe} beſt : ſuch a Leveller is Debauchery,that it takes 
76 | off all diſtintions. But in the: mean time how 
N- at a ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives 
i- I ſhall have force enough to make them thus de- 
7 | trade themſelves, when all the Engagements of 
y; | Chriſtianity are not able todo that which is much 
leſs, to abate any thing of. thoſe tumours, thoſe 
lwelling conceits of their own greatneſs, or ( in 
the P/a/miſt's phraſe ) to make them know them- 
ſelves to be but «Mew, 


EESRSs FSEROPOLSSS!I | 


24.NOR 


278 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING: 


24. NOR has the her branch of the caw 
tion any better ſucceſs among them. *'Tis in 
many of them too diſcernible, that they plac 
that Truſt in uncert«in Riches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the- /zving God, ſo making hig 
Gifts his Rivals, and raiſing him a Competitay 
evenof his own, Bounty. For this we need ng 
other ways of probation, than only to examine, 
whither it is, that in any caſe of difficulty & 
diftreſs they make their earlieſt and moſt impor 
tunate addrefles, for there we may conelude theaj 
to fix the greateſt confidence. And I fear 'ty 
t00 apparent, that where wealth makes but a 
the {lighteſt pretences, promiſes the leaſt aid 
though but remote, and at the ſecond hand, it 
has moſt of their applications. Thus in caſe & 
Diſeaſe, they whot: plenty enables them for thy 

lier methods of cure, is not their firſt reſot 
thicther ? do not their Fees flie faſter than thei 
Prayers? and are they not much haſtier to in 
vite the Phyſician than the Divine? Nay, it 
deed the latter is ſcarce ever admitted, till the 
former have forſaken them ; a ſhrewd indicatiogj 
where their prime hopes are built. So again 
any difaſtrous event, the firſt Eſſay is whether 
Money will heal the Wound. He that is ut 
der the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſeeks to ap 
peaſe by Preſents, or buys the friendſbip of 8 
Blaſts, ' Atts 12. 20, to mediate for him. He that' 
is brought before a Tribunal, endeavours witl 
the ſame golden Engine to draw off his Proſe- 
cutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He whoſe 
Wealth 
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Wealth makes him purſued as a defirable Prey, 
expetts his ſafety even from that which is che 
original of his danger ; and as if like a Scorpion it 
alone could cure its own ſting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. And in the mean 
time no attempt is made to call in God to their 
reſcue ; as if he were an idle unconcern'd Specta- 
tor of humane affairs, or ſo inconſiderable an 
Ally, as not to be worth the care of engaging 
him -on their ſide. Nay even 1n their laſt and 
dreadfulleft danger, many ſeem not to quit their 
—_ on their Wealth; ſome Teſtamertary 
ities muſt then do wonders for them, and 

3 for all thoſe Fruits of Repentence, which 
id focure them from the Wrath to come. 
Even thoſe that have drunk the bloud of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into 
ont their Eſtates, think by diſgorging -1ame {mall 
2 part of it ( which perhaps lies crude, not yer fo 
in} ageſted) ina Lepacy, tocaſe their conſciences: 
i& © adapting their Reſtitutions to their Rapines, 
only in this one reſpeR, that thoſe as well as 
; Fthele are of another mans goods ; they never com- 
0 nencing till death hath difſeiſed them of all pro- 
priety, as if the Iniquity of the Fathers were in 
this ſence to be viſited upon the Children, Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port, to con- 
vey them to 4b7aham's boſom, and by thus ca- 
$)%ze the Poor at parting, they truſt to extin- 
1h the clamours of all former oppreffions, and 
<1 of Solomon will hope, that Riches ſhall 
in the day of wrath, It will not here be 
perti- 
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-pertinent to inquire how many other objects 
Truſt they have, which divert them from th 
one, to which the Apoſtle dire&s them. It m 
ſuffice in general to ſay, that none can be ſupp 
ſed indeed zo truſt on the living God, but thok 
who by ſincere piety qualifie themſelves for hi 
teion ; according to which meaſure 'tis tol 
red many even ofthe faireſt pretenders will 
excluded. i 
25. IF now we proceed to the /aft part of th 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, 1 
may without an A#g+r divine the return of th 
Inqueſt. For it having formerly appeared, tha 
they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow in Che 
rity,to make the fuller current for their Luxury 
1s viſible they are far from deſigning any ſell 
denial. Bur if that inference were not pre 
enough of it, they daily give us ocular demot 
ftrations: What ſtudious proviſions do tl 
make for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof ? Re 
13. 14. Nature affords not Meat delicate cnoug 
for their palats; it muſt be adulterated with th 
coſtly mixtures of Art, before it can become 
tile nouriſhment. And ia this they are arrived 
ſuch a niceneſs, that Cookery is become a ve 
myſ{Krious Trade, the Kitchin has almoſt 
many Intricacies as the Schools. And the qua 
tity of their Meat is not leſs extravagant th 
the kind ; One that did but examine their Bz 
of Fare, would think the Dogs appetite wes 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe among them, if he di 
not conſider they had Eyes to be fed as well 
Bell 
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Balics. Nor will they be ſo Ununiform,. as not 
$have their Drink bear a full proportion with 
heir! Meat ; and*''twere well if it did no more, 
Mat their Drinking hat! but thoſe ſer hours of 
heir Meals; that ſo there might be at leaſt ſome 
Wet vals and Pauſes in their Debauches ; where- 
5/hdw many perſons allow © themlelves . fio 
igjer Theerithflivns than mayJuſt qualifie them 
br 2 new Exc&ſs; "recover theit wits only fo 
| paſty put rhem in capacity of loſing them 


V26,” BUT- beſides theſe, there is another ſort 
pr ous for the fleſÞ, of which they are no leſs 
Miitobs; arid” Which _—_ in at very Year 
res The e ices of a Wite are as nauſeous 
W thek  a$<Mah1s to the Ifraclites, Tis Va- 
nety they Hntteafter5 and fo they might bave'the 
ark's Seraglio, they would not.ſtick to take his 
Warmers withal. Nay if that wete as 
Wyreeable'to their Reaſon to behieve, as to their 
Relindtions to embrace, they would certainly 
Mita conſiderable part of the prize, as that 
Ach to the preſent poſſeſſion ſiperadds a liberal 
WVeatfion of thoſe brutiſh delights, atid would 
tink they had'made a very commodious Bargain, 
Shave ſo exchang'd” the Chriſtians prelſ pufi- 
; #fid future Heaven. 2 

"2+-T'O All theſe Exceffes,” that of their 4p- 
irelAbes perfe&ly correſpond':16 much coſt, fo 
Ic Spy and tn to it, that one may almoſt as 


heaply and eafily rig out 'a Ship, as ſet out 4 
pMeman in his' complete Equipage. How 
| & many 
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many Artificers go there to the piecing him up? 
He that ſhould affign him one to each Lynhb, 
would much contract the number, which: i5;10+ 
deed fo great, that if it were computed *twould 
be found it conſtituted moſt of the Trades in a 
Commonwealth. A ftrapge diſpraportion, thag 
thelittle World ſhould ſo much outvy the Greg 
ter ;. and a lively inſtance it is of the myljply: 
ing faculty of Vanity, thatcan improve Naturgs 
ſimple neceſſity of covering, to {ych an exorhi; 
tant exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig-leaves 
roſuch a luxuriant growth, that; the Her cinian 
Ozks, which eMels tells ſuch wonders of, arg 
but a kind of -Pigmy-plant to them that -#h 
overſpread the World, .and from ll 
Shame, are grown to ſhadow, and darken Reaſag 
it (elf, ſocreating a Mera/ nakedgels, whilſt they 
hide 2 Natural.- "_ | i 
22, TO all the reft we may add their Sports 
and Recreations, the expenliveneſs whereof 15 ng 
way inferiour to all the former, _ Gaming, liks 
a Quick-ſand, ſwallows up a man in a moment; 
and how many. ſuch Wrecks have theſe lattes 
Ages produced ? | Hawks, and Hounds, and Hearſes, 
<c. are ſomewhat {lower devourers, yet as they. 
are managed by ſome, tend 'much to the ſame 
end : forhat methinks ſome men:feem tomaks 
the ſame menace to their Eſtates, which Goliah 
did to David, 1 Sam. 17. 44.1 will give thee 19 
the fowls of the Hir, and to the heaſts of the fietdy 
Such vaſt numbers of them they haye, andihole 


kept with ſuch niceneſs and curioſity, as it rhe 
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hed; a deligh to debauch the poor : animals, and in- 
fet them with their luxury. 'Tis now nonews 
inthe literal ſence, to have the Chi/irens bread 
iven to Dogs ; ; and it may within a while beas 
li tle, to have not only their Children, but them- 
felyes want it. For Prodigality is of the nature 
__u Viper, and cats out the bowels of that 
calth which gave it birth; and 4i#20n's fate 
Js! both Emblem and Story, to be eaten up with 
is Dogs. 
. —___ WE haye ken now how mueh their Pr4+ 
fe ſwerves from their Daty: Let us next a little 
conſider, whether. they might not be happier 
wo regulated by it. -Aud firſt, « prudent 
; of their &ftates is ſure far from being 
are ay burden as ſome are willing to 
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it be moderate, atid ſuch: only 
fyuland diſquieting ſolicirudes, and then it be- 
.only-.of the nature of a Divertiſement, 

ps then, off with, fore of thole ſpare hours, 
ringls Heroes their. Load, and which 

FX Galt to diſpple of, And.1 ſee not why it 
thould nat be full:as +>" at the inſtant, totalk 

of their own affairs,.. as of other mens, (which 
I uſual emertaioment of.thoſe that neg- 
as'Reekonin gs at the Tavern : And Iam ure 'tis 
much more ſo itt the conſequences of it, as much 
as:Peace is above Diſcord and Tumult, Plenty 
above Indigence and Neceſlity. 


| dM it is ſuppoſed to exclude all Pain- 
-WOU TIS in. pain, and ptobably at no 
their own ; ) v0 take up Accompts at home, 

G 2 30.NEXT 
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30. NEXT for Contentment, univerſal con- 
fent ſuperſedes the labour of proving that a hap 
pineſs, it being unanimouſly accorded to be t 
Elixir and Quinteſſence of all that pretends to 
that title; to be to all theſe outward things, as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which animates and 
inſpirits them, without which they are but dead, 
yea noiſom carcaſſes, preſſures inftead of' enjoy 
ments. This is the true Philoſophers ſtone, that 
- rurnsall it touches into Gold ; the poor man's 
Rich with it, and' the Richeſt p6or without: it. 
Whoever therefote deſires to improve 'his Eftate, 
let him begin his culture or /husb4Hdry upd His 
mind, plant there:this Tree of Life, 'the thad 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſhment; 
'ewall make him always as rieh+45 he :defires-t6 
be ;-and he certsinly kiiows Hot what he as 
that demands'more. : 01 Bf. OY 

31, THE next Duty;” that' of  Libetalty, 
may perhaps be thought not to-have {0' amiable 
an aſpe& ; but'it is only by thoſe who look upeh 
it through falſe Glafſes : men gefjerall ' Gort{ader 
ir asa piece of ſpiritual rapine, -&rFEnglne fratndd 
by Divines tofotce-open their Chffers} and phiit 
der them withour 4 War. - But ifthey would but 
turnthe right'ehd of the Pexſper#ive,'twould thei 
haver quite comrary appearance; they would 
diſcern that it is the means to multiply; wor dis 
miniſh their ſtore, a more profitable way-of uſt 
ry than any the greedieſt Extortioner hath-ever 
found out. 'Tis 4 lending to the/Lord, Prov.'1g. 
17.who furcly is the moſt ſolvent Debtordhy man 
can 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retributtons. This Iam confident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted to make the experiment. The only pre- 
judice that can lie againſt their Teſtimony 1s the 
paucity of thoſe that have ſo attempted ( and 
would to-God men would conſpire to ſolve that 
objeion ) for were all charitable perlons ſum- 
mon'd to give in their accounts, I doubt not it 
would appear their bounty had inriched, not im- 
poveriſhed them. 1 am ſure I have met with ſe- 
veral remarkable inſtances of it, bur never yer 
with one to the contrary ; and therefore it either 
reaſon or precedent may have force, he that confi- 
ders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt cannor 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpe& of him- 
ſelf. And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is but a faint inducement compared with that 
which ariſes from the calamities of the pericns 
to be relieved. The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paſſionate Orators, ſuch as cannot mils to 
work upon any, on whom covetoulinels hath not 
irft wrought the unhappy Metamorphoſis, of 
turning them into ſtone. And thele hawng oncv 
conveyed into a mans mind a compaſſionate rc- 
m7 himſelf groans under that preſſure, whic!: 

ſees cruſhing the other : and then what can be 
more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity to ealc 
both? None doubts of the Receivers delight, bu: 
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on lure that is ſhort of the Givers, by how much the 
: interior ſenſe is more ſubtle and acute than rl 
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Trade to hunt after pleafures, would try but this 
One piece of Epicuriſm, and then 1 doubt not, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is infipyd, 
compared with that, which they eat with the poor 
mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel fordid 
and inglorious, in reſpe<t of that they wear upot 
his back ; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
tels and uneafie, balanced with thole tranicer 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chrt 
{tian liberality. 

32. NOR have they in the next place any 
realon to luſpe& the Apoſtle treacherous to their 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to delpoil them df 
that either Pride, or confidence which ther 
Riches are apt to create. For the former 'tis 
certainall haughry perions may very properly it 
terrogate themſelves in that form, we tind Wi/d 
5.8, i hat hath Pride profitcd ws, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought 12 It would 
ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to define 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felict 
ty. Theutmoſt that can be pretended is, that it 
152 lively chearful thing to have good thoughts 
of ones ſelf; but he thar can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an ex 
cominm to Bedlam : for according to this meaſure 
that contains the happieſt people, there being 
thoſe that are the moſt highly rapt in the opinion 
oftheir own Excellencics. Yet ſure we ſhoul 
judge him in good Election for the place, that 
thould look upon it with appetite. But admit 
this might indced pals tor a pleaſure, yet it is the 
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parent of a fargreater uneaſine(s, and like a car- 
caſe breeds a worm that devours it ſelf. For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch reverence, ex- 
pets that all others ſhould do ſo too, and when 
hefails in that aim ( as none fo frequently does, 
asthe _ ) what diſquiets and impatiencies is 
he under! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure-of his vain complacencies. A little diſ- 
reſpet from Mordecat is able to evacuate all Ha- 
mas's proſperity. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor 
1 Pride, that whilſt jt pretends to exalt, it de- 
rf baſes ; whilſt it elevates a man above others, it 
o | really. ſubjets him to them, puts him in their 
ir power to torment and cruciate, and whilſt it 
| makes ſhew of advancing, 'tis but inthe ſame 
- Manner that the Rack extends the ſtarure by dil- 
{d, locating the Joynts. And then I hope 'twill be no 
| unfriendly office to perſwade men to keep them- 
1g flves from that engine of pain, or to recom- 
ne | mend tothem ſuch an humility of mind, as may 
& | preſerve them in that ſecurity and compoſednels, 
it | which is fundamentally neceſſary to all true hap- 
ts | pineſs. | 

il 33. THE very ſamejudgment is to be made 
». | ofthe other Branch of the Caution, the ot truſt- 
rel ing in uncertain Kiches, but in the living God 
ng | which is moſt viſibly every mans preſent concern- 
*n | Ment. He that can entertain a doubt of it, let 
14 | him but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or bur impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- 
tant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and ghen ler him tell me whether it be not a mans 
G 4 unmedir 
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immediate and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to, build 
his contidences on the Rock, not on the Sand. 
Nothing but the amazing exigencies of a finking 
man can excuſe the folly of catching at Reeds; 
bur he that ſhou]d deliberately elect ſuch Suppor- 
ters would be thought as mad, as he 1s ſure to be 
miſerable. Yet this is but the faint and imper: 
fect Emblem of him who reſts upon his Wealth: 
whereas on the other ſide he that ſhelters himſelf 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, is poſlelt ofa iſ { 
molt inexpugnable Fortreſs. | For how can he tail iſ fa 
of ſecurity that has Omnipotency for his Guard, I «| 
or be dcluded in his truſts, that depends on If 1 
Truth it ſelf ? Let theſe fo diſtant ſtates be com- I} t 
pared, and then ſure Iſhall nor need to anticipate IE ! 
any mans judgment, but may leave him to pro- if | 
nounce on which ſide his Intereſt as well as Duty I t 
lies in this particular. BE | | 
34. LASTLY, Temperance alfoputs in her iſ ' 
claim to Pleaſure, which Ipreſume thoſe will be I} t 
ſureto reſiſt, who place that wholly in the ſatis: I} \ 
faction of the-ſchlual appetite. Yet I believe I} ] 

| 

| 

| 
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one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon 
when they ſhould be forced togiye up their ver- 
dict for it. Come to the Glurron whea he is la: 
bouring under the load of an overcharged ſto- 
mach; to rhe Dr#akard when his mornings qualm 
1s revenging on him his laſt nights debauch ; to 
the /»fifu! perſon, when the torment of his bones 
2dmonuſhes him of the (ins of his fleſh: and then 
ask them whether Temperance be not more plea: 
tant rhan js contrary. I can ſcarce think the 
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Devil has any ſuch ſtout Coxfeſſors, but will then 
betray his cauſe. Bur this vertue is init ſelfroo 
amiable to need any of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it ; 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an 
Appetite, 1s not only nobler, but greater than 
any is to be had in the moſt tranſporting moment 
offatisfying them. Every man will call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy is 1n the Field loſes 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and oy ; 
ſes harſelf ro certain Captivity, rather than for- 

fake his Liquor, or other ſordid pleaſure. And 
this 1s the juſt deciſion of the pretent caſe; Our 
Luſts are our mortalleſt Enemies, and every time 


' they-aſlaulr us, *'tis in our choice either. by refiſt- 


ing them to gain a ſignal Conqueſt, or elſe by 
ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Lures they hold out 
tous, to be vanquiſhed by them. He that chu- 
les the;laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
tis only. that of a Beaſt, (like a Horle, who 
though he hath indeed the ſatisfaction of recet- 
ving Meat, yet he allo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whip too from the ſame hand. ) "Tis the former 
only, that is the pleaſure of a az, which 1 tup- 
noſe ſufficient to evince to which the difference 
belongs. For ſure none can think God hath been 
lounkind to his own Image in humane nature, as 
io the diſpenſation of felicity to aflign the larger 
ſhare to the Brutes, And therefore 1n this parti- 
cular as well as the reſt we may conclude,that he 
1s not only the moſt pious but the moſt happy 
perſon, that makes the right ule of his Wealth. 
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Of the Third Advamage, that of Time. 


I. E T us nowproceed to the Third Ad- 
| vantage, that of 7:me: which though 
men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte, as 


if it were rather a burden than an advantage, yet 
the differing eſtimates they make of it, wheait 
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us. The —— of it is, that men learn to 
iZc it, as they do moſt other good things, rathet 

y the want thanthe enjoying, buy the skill of 
trading with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Traffick, and then only come to ac- 
count it a treaſure, when they can no longer dif: 
poſe it to any benefit ; and that diſpoſing alone 
15 it that can render it truly valuable. It is there- 
fore a moſt neceflary providence to learn this art 
of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husban- 
dry, without which a mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed foil, the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end is to be burned. Let us therefore g-while 
examine what are thoſ& Imployments of our 
Tims 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
preſent comfort, and future account. 
\ 2, EVERY manſays( though perhaps few 
conſider ) that owr time here is but a Prologne to 
Eternity ellewhere, and that the condition of that 
Eternity, whether happy or miſerable; depends 
upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be the tight manage- 
ty of it; which tends to make out future Eſtate as 
happy, asit is ſure to be laſting. To this pur- 
poſe God hath chalked us out ſome great lines of 
Duty, from whence fo many leffer do ariſe, as 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind 
themlelves with every hour of our lives. And 
though theſe Duties are in the kind of them obli- 
gatory to all conditions of men, yet frequentey 

&s of them are expected from thoſe, whoſe 
Qualittes and fortunes give them more vacancy 
from ſecular toils. | 

3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an ative Principle into our na- 
ture ſhould induſtrioufly provide for the ſup- 

eſling its operations in any, devote ſuch a Se- 
etnumber of men, as an Hecatomb to be offered 
lip to Idleneff. And yet much leſs can it be 
thought, that he ſhould fo promote thar Iniqui- 
ty, which he profeſles tq hate, as to delign them 
tothe purſuits of that, eManumit them from la- 
bour, to leave them freer for vice. And if ne1- 
ther of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their leiſure were 
not indulged them either that they might do no- 
thing, ordojll, there remains only a third end 
imaginable, 
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Trade to hunt after pleafures, would try but thiy 
One piece of Epicuriſm, and then 1 doubt riot, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is infipnd, 
compared with that, which they eat with the pod 
mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel fordid 
and inglorious, in reſpe<t of that they wear upd 
his back ; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
leſs and uneaſie, balanced with thoſe tranſoew 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chrt 
{tian liberality. 

32. NOR have they in the next place we 
realon to iuſpe& the Apoſtle treacherous to th 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to detpoil themd 
that either Pride, or conhdence which thei 
Riches are apr to create. For the former 'th 
certainail haughty perlons may very properly it 
terrogate themſelves in that form, we hind Wifl 
5.8, #1 hat hath Pride profitcd ws, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought 42 It would 
ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to defimt 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felier 
ry. Theutmoſt that can be pretended is, thatit 
152 lively chearful thing to have good thoughts 
of ones ſelf; but he that can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an a 
comin to Bedlam : for according to this meaſure 
that contains the happieſt people, there bein 
thoſe that are the So 3 highly rapt in the opinion 
oftheir awn Excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good Election for the place, that 
thould look upon it with appetite. But admit 
this mighx incced pals tor a pleaſure, yet it is the 
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t of a fargreater uneaſineſs, and like a car- 
caſe breeds a worm that devours itſelf. For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch reverence, ex- 
pets that all others ſhould do ſo too, and when 
hefails in that aim ( as none fo frequently does, 
asthe proud ) what diſquiers and impatiencies is 
he under! ſuchas infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure of his vain complacencies. A littledil- 
reſpe&t from Mordecat is able ro evacuate all Ha- 
mas's proſperity. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor 
isPride, that whilſt jt pretends to exalt, it de- 
baſes ; whilſt it elevates a man above others, it 
really. ſubjets him to them, puts him in their 
power to torment and cruciate, and whilſt it 
makes ſhew of advancing, 'tis but inthe ſame 
manner tizat the Rack extends the itarure by du- 
locating the Joynts. And then I hope 'twill be no 
unfriendly office to perſwade men to keep them- 
klves from that engine of pain, or to recom- 
mend tothem ſuch an humility of mind, as may 
preſerve them 1n that ſecurity and compoſednels, 
which is fundamentally neceſſary to all true hap- 
pineſs. 

33. THE very ſame judgment is to be made 
of the other wrench of the Caution, the xt truſt- 
ing in uncertain Kiches, but in the living God 
which is moſt viſibly every mans preſent concern- 
ment. He that can entertain a doubt of it, let 
him but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or bur impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome 1mpor- 
tant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and ghen ler him tell me whether it be nor a mans 
G 4 immedir. 
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immediate and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to, build 
his conhdences. on the Rock, not on the Sand. 
Nothing but the amazing exigencies of a ſinking 
man can excuſe the folly of catching ax Reeds; 
bur he that ſhou]d deliberately ele& ſuch Suppor- 
ters would be thought as mad, as he is ſure tobe 
miſerable. Yet this is but the faint and imper: 
fect Emblem of him who reſts upon his Wealth 
whereas on the other ſide he that ſhelters himſelf 
* -underthe ſhadgw of the Almighty, is poſlelt ofa 
molt inexpugnable Fortreſs. , For how can he tall 


or be deluded in his truſts, that depends og 
Truth it ſelf ? Let theſe fo diſtant ſtates be comp 
pared, and then ſure Iſhall nor need to anticipate 
any mans judgment, but may leave him to pro: 
nounce on which ſide kis Intereſt as well as Duty 
lies in this particular. SE 


34. LASTLY, Temperance al{oputs in her 


ſureto reſiſt, who place that wholly in the fatiy 
faction of the-ſehlual appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even theſe mea in ſuch a ſeaſon 
when they ſhould be- forced to giye up their ver: 
dit for it, Come to the Glutron whea he is la; 
bouring under the load of an overcharged ſto- 
mach; to rhe Druakard when his mornings qualm 
15 revenging on him his laſt nights debauch ; to 
the /»fffu/ perſon, when the torment of his bones 
2dmonuſhes him of the fins of his fleſh : and then 
ask them whether Temperance be not more plea; 
jant rhan its contrary. I can ſcarce think wy 
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of ſecurity that has Omnipotency for his Guardj 


claim to Pleaſure, which I preſume thoſe will be 
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4] Devil has any ſuch ſtout Coxfeſſors, but will then 
d. Þ betray his cauſe. Bur this vertue is in it ſelftoo 
ng | amiable to need any of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it ; 
s; | the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an 
x | Appetite, 1s not only nobler, .but greater than 
be [any is to be had in the moſt tranſporting moment 
er: foffatisfying them. Every man will call him a 
hs | Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Field loſes 
elf | the opportunity of a glorious . Vicory, and ex 
fa | ſes harmſelf ro certain Captivity,” rather than for- 
ail J ſake his Liquor, or other ſordid pleaſure. And 
d; | this is the juſt deciſion of the pretent caſe; Our 
og | Luſts are our mortalleſt Enemies,. and every time 
T7 | they aſſault us, *tis in our choice either, by refiſt- 
te | ing them to gain a ſignal Conqueſt, or elſe by 
0: | ſRooping to thoſe deſpicable Lures they: hold out 
ty | tous, to be vanquiſhed: by them. He that chu- 
+ | es the; laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
tis only. that of a Beaſt, ( like: a. Horſe, who 
though he hath indeed the ſatisfaction: of recet- 
ving Meat, yet he allo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whip too from the ſame hand. ) *Tis the former 
wb that is the pleaſure of a maz, which I ſup- 
poſe ſufficient to evince to which the difference 
belongs. For ſure none can think God hath been 
ſo unkind'to his own Image in humane nature, as 
10 thediſpenſation of felicity to aflign the larger 
ſhare ro:the Brutes, And therefore 1n this parti- 
cular as well as the reſt we may conclude,that he 
1s not only the moſt pious but the moſt happy 
perſon, that makes the right uſe of his Wealth. 
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Of the Third Advantage, that of Time: 


L. E T us nowproceed to the Third Ad- 
vantage, that of T:me: which though 
men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte, # 

if it were rather a burden than an advantage, ye 
che differing eſtimates they make of it, when 
is near —_— the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes 
of a few days reprieve, witneſs that it has a rel 
value. For were it an empty uſeleſs thing, it 
would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
when all other vanities grow in contempt with 
us. The wu os of it is, that men learn to 
IZe it, as they do moſt other good things, rathet 
by the want than the enjoying, buy the skill of 
trading with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Traffick, and then only come to av 
count it a treaſure, when they can no longer dif 
poſe itto any benefit ; and that diſpoſing along 
1s it that can render it truly valuable. It is there- 
forea moſt neceſſary providence to learn this art 
of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husban- 
dry, without which a mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed foil, the Apoſtle mentions, Heb.'6. 8. 
Whoſe ends to be burned. Let us therefore g-whiile 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
ent comfort, arid future account, 
2, EVERY manſazys ( though perhaps few 


'] conſider) that our time here is but a Prologne to 


Eternity elſewhere, and that the condition of that 
Eternity, whether happy or miſerable; depends 
n the welt husbanding of this tine. That 
refore and that only can be the tight manage- 
fy of it; which tends to make out future Eſtate as 
happy, 8Sit is fure to be lafting. To this pur- 
e God hath chalked us out forme great lines of 
y, {rom whence ſo many leffer do ariſe, as 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind 
themlelves'with every hour of our lives. And 
though theſe Duties are in the kind of them obli- 
atory to All conditions of men, yet frequenter 
Aﬀs of them are expected from thoſe, whoſe 
Qualictes and fortunes give them tore vacancy 
from ſecular toils. | 
''3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an active Principle irito our na- 
ture ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the ſup- 
preſſing its operations in any, devote ſuch a Se- 
e& number of men, as an Hecatorzb to be offered 
lip to Idlereff. And yet much leſs can it be 
thought, that he ſhould fo promote thar Iniqui- 
ty, which he profeſſes tq hate, as to deſign them 
tothe purſuits of that, eManumit them from la- 
bour, to leave them freer for vice. And if nei- 
ther of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their leifure were 
not indulged them x. that they might do no- 
thing, ordo ill, there remains only a third end 
imaginable, 
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wmaginable, and that is the folng good ;- ( for as 
for Sports and Pattimes,, the beſt of them 

ſo near to idleneſs, and the worſt - of them to 
Vice, that as the one is not. to be allowed any, 
ſo the other no confiderable part of their time,) 
Now . becauſe none. is zoodrbnt ont, that is God, 
eMerk 10. 18. wecan take our meaſures of good 
actions only from his preſcription ; | and {o thoſe 
which he has commended as ſuch to'Mankind ig 
general, point out to this: particular rank of meg 
the nature of their Exerciſes, as their _ 
Vacancy and leiſure does the higher degrees of, 


em. 4 

4. AND firſt thoſe:of P:ety towards God 
juſtly challenge a great ſhare of their Time, - Fop 
whereas God may ſeem to have limited and con-; 
bacd the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefers, 
Ting mercy to themſelves before ſacrifice to him 3} 
he does by exempting the rich from thoſe neceſſi,, 
ties tacitly require their devotion to ſwell up to 
ſome proportion with his bounty to them, wha 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
are clogged and incumbred, even nature. it ſe 
ſuggeſts the expectation of their ſoaring higher,! 
He has put them at a diſtance from the meaner 
cares and folicitudes of lite; as if he were-jealous 
thoſe might prove his riyals, and keep them from 
growing into a cloſer intimacy with himſelf. 
And ſhall this delign of his love be defeated? | 
And whea he has thus ſecured himſelf from one 
ſort of Competitor, ſhall more and baſer be 
{ought out, every the triffingett and vilett Enter- 
| | _  rainment 
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iriment be courted ta come and ſupplant him 2 
This'were ifideed t6 anſwer that odious character 


it? Yet under this charge all thoſe will certainly 
all; who Jo not employ a co ) every day 
me'eonfiderable'part- 6t-rhis their vacant time 
6 tie keeping up their intercourſewith God), by 
ſeading;! Prayerand Meditation; :  * 
i.5/'\I'N' the next! place, | Theinſelves-put in for 
rt. -But here I meatynot thoſe brutitſenſugl 
ves, Which have in many-( lhe Pharaoh's lean 
kine ): devoured the'nobler an# morgexceltent ; 
but it iis the more divine and'':ſublimared ipars 
ofthetn,0n which their time is to be laid:out:;Agd 
ere they'0an never want buſineſs; that being-in 
ſverabreſpets a very proper objedt of: their dis 
lipente. For firft, * their Underſtandings, | how 
dar and 'vigorousfocver;/ attain-not their height 
abate, are not like {dis created in: a ſtate of 
maturity aad perfetion; but. like i his 'deffraded 
poſterity, 'make gradual motions towards it,  ad- 


| vance by ſeveral ſtep#and degrees'of proficiency ; 
{norcan'we it thisdiſeafcend to ſuch'a Nox arr, 


as excludes a pofhbility of growth. So that no 
advantage of Education'can ſuperſede the uſe of 
an After- 
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After-induſtry; shat being ſtill able to mgke fa 
cher ions briog in new aceetſions ty 
their Knowledge. And this is ſoinviting an cy 
tertainment>. 85 may very reaſonably e theie 
_—_ ſome hours of the day in their i 


9. a_ chough as mmage 6. yeriy 
it got the weightzelt pars Af thas care 
themſelves. '\Faoras. the Soul eonſider's in al: 
tele, may. thus become: ebeir Pupils © ini 
Marels is has often need to be their Patient, . Fol 
though is its: Ges Conftiution it ws $4 
ily pureandhtalthy,: yer. oy UOUNIGOEY 
peſthoule the _ -t hath contracted mug 
its contagion ; and:by how! much the: moxe: 8 
cate and: refined its compoſition is, ſo much tl 
tnore mortal -arethe diſeaſes to which jt is lube : 
jet. It will thgrefore require a tloſeiand waty 
attendanges::A Ph qnongee > Henan way 21 Ygiv 
der Patiens,' 4puſt be very affiduous ip Hisic: 1 kin 
obſervant of all Fomprams, watchful again a 
accidents. . And jo gertainly ſhould morybdJu 
they ſhould make daily oblervations how: 
ghoſtly ſrengeh increaſes:or decays, har Hy ls 
nigur moſt | predojpinates, whether Choler , bY 
upanto rage, Þ freez into Hloth:; VDV 
the Sgnnebs their temper make themJdult'J%4 
ful, or the Melancholy revengetul, and, ecard 
ing ingly apply their ſpiritual -Purgatives, the B; 
Paleftra, preſcribe rules of Diet and Bu 
of And doubtleſs whoever makes theſe, Fr 
tric inſpections into himſelf, will by the: i 
mable 


_Sca.VL' 7 | ddvawege of Times. > |, of * 
mable benchx he receives from it, be taught how 
great a bleſſing his. Time is, and. how much-s 
greater $0: have grace thus to employ it; | 

7. BUT though a Mars ſelf. bei a: Province 

wide enough to rake up a good part of his time, 


yet muſt he not ſq ingrols it, as to defraud his 
os wx who has 'allo a right to ſbare in it, 

wi God having made man after his own. Image, :has 
- © (45 pare ph that ) ſtamped upon him. the Bounty 
| ommunicativeneſsof his nature > and theres 
x18 972 whea we live wholly to. our felves,! we: rafs 
6 and defacethat Imprgs!- And when 'tis remems 
© bred that the, hainouſnels even of Moarder is byp 
j o80upced to ariſe fram the wielgtien, of his. 
WY Ee Grv,' 9-5. parity of reaſon mutt conclude 
hthisoo light guilt. Nar is it only our Goods we 
+ uctokmpart ( for thatiwere a: very partial Trans 
bj of tet Bouny we are to imnate;}' which 

2 Yoives us ſomuch belides) bur in general whatever 
& I&her Ability we have by . which our: neighbour 
4a reegive advantage: and ſoa man hasas many 
$Iaployments of his time; as he either finds or 
WIagmake opportunities of doing good to others. 
is Yay make ; for (ure ſince God. bath conftitured 
Yves to.our acighbour one of the fundamental 
Wh 5;to Mankind, we are not to look upon it only 
(589 accigentor caſualty, : but as a main and des 
drIberate buſineſs of ous lives ; nat refer. it wholly: 
by Jv chance whethor ever we ſhall doan adt of this 
en Bjmd or ap g- but induftrioufly ſeek out and im- 
uy Irv Bs. Thus wefind che Liberality of 
WBlefled Lord repreſented to us in the parable 
be of 


Ma. 


56 THE GENTLEMANS CALLING. | - 


of the great Supper, [Luke 14.6, whete there wes 
got only liberal-proviſions made for ſuch as would 
come in, but importunity uſed' to draw *themj 
ticular-invitations- made to: the poor! #nd the 
wemed, the halt and the' blind ; and 'when that 
brought not in gueſts enough, the Hight ways' and 
Heages wereto beranfacked, and a-geneval Preſy 
as it were, made of men; to receivenotitheEay 
neft-penny of Death, ( which is wry feds, 
fication of our Preſs-money) but the: Ante 
Exernal life. '-O that -all-thoſe-who/pretendW 
greatneſs of mind, 'would- copy out-this/Mun 
cence, that they would-' prevent: mens*deſitth 
and invitethem to come ant be _—_— thet k 
For wam of this; many!occaliors- 0 dog bei 
bts are loſt ;::rhe modeſty -of ſome, : pechaps' i 
pride of ::others, . averts them from! 'requcſtin} 
thole affiftances they moſt need.” - It wert that 
fore the nobleſt. Study ki Gentleman: could enter 
min himſelf with, to fearchthe varions/Wantyil 
thoſe withinihis ſphere. * -But then ho muſt '# 
ture todo it witha.candid deſign,” the'-riore 
portunely to apply: himſelfto their aid he mul 
zot treacherouſly inquire, who wants kndwled 
toderide, but inftructthem;; nothuitout + 
bauched perſon, to make: him his Corpaniol 
but his Convert; not find out-quarrels + fomeal 
-but compoſe them; ina word, hot'pry* 3ato of vet 


mens. concernments, -like- a buſie-body, 'but i} ... 


Friend ;: not to comply: with his'owa'curioſithy 
but theirneed. And now he that pays juſt Tiff w, 
bute of his Time to theſe three grand” Dutith 

. wil 
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will( when the other dues to Nature, temporal 
Aﬀairs, and neceflary Civilities are deducted ) 
not have much {to ſacrifice; either to Idleneſs or 
Vice, but will rather think he wants Time than 
Buſineſs. : 1:.' M 
18: :BU T ' ales, the full leifure they generally 
fnd-for the dire contrary: employments, wit- 
fiefſes too irreftagably that they are not thus ta- 
re. Itistrye indeed,. we find God often in 
eir: Mouths, but it is rather in Oaths, than 
Prayers; as if = meant: their profanations 
ES hobld be the onlyteſtimony that they believed a 
Gy Deity. How many are there-ſuch profeſt Vota- 
to Bacchws, that their Knees are referved on- 
or him, never 10 be.benct bur in drioking of 
en ths ;. that ſeem to haye' enacted to rhem- 
wy lves:the propbaner part of Dariss's Law, Day. 
ay 67; that of 4hing mo Periciomof God, only herein 
aut-vying him, that their's is for an indefinite, 
wit limited time; . who reckon Saying of Prayers 
whong thoſe pedantick tasks of their childhood, 
which expire:wtth the Rod-and Fersla, and can 
wry nyerthink fit to debaſe their more Manly ſtate 
oy wit,; unleſs perhaps a reſtleſs night may force 
"FF them. to call it;:in ro ſupply the place of a more 
089 wual and pleaſing 4zodyze. Whether this be nor 
ently the pitch of many Genr/emens Devorion, 1 appeal 
may any, that obſeryes their Practice. 
*.:9: NOR have they much more todo inthe 
Wh Library, |-than che Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
| —* x pas ces, any deeper ſore of reading 1s as 
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rey formidable ro them, as the Mines or Galleys ; 
X H nor 
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nordo'they without wonder look: at thoſe who 
car voluntarily {er themſelves ro''tug © ar thoſe 
Oars.- ' But Diviniry is beyond all others. under 
prejudice withthem, :tJecricd :not only as a crab# 
bed, bur «xgentile ftudy ; fo that upon pain 
Reproach,none #reto know more'of it, than cy. 
jultqualifie theny'to deride it;: or read the B 
roany other purpoſe, than toenablethem to'blaſi 
* pheme God in hisown'ftile,: 1f theſes men 
befxid at all to: converſe with God; it'is/in 
fame manner, that the-Phariſees did with our St 
viour,: with the inſidious deſigh (of enrang ling him 
in bithalk;, Matthiz2,- And ſore the more time 
thus ſpent, the worſe! '/- 7 1712) + 24 
20. \/ÞR OPORTIONABEY to! "thi 
they acquit themſelves of rhe: other parts of this 
Duty ; that Tywewhich they-ſhould beſtow ei 
ther in preventing or curing their ſpiritual Mas 
ladies, they lay out- wholly: in :cofritrating/or i 
creaſing them, * They have made' a moft {trif 
league with. the Fleſh, - and like faithful Conſe 
derates they omit no-endeavour' to-ſtrengrthem its 
Party, $0. ſupply it with. freſh 'forces, the/ e## 
pence of the whole day is managed wholly inor 
dertothatend. Thus that they imay be ſure-to 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give# 
2 nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morniag} 
a full meal of gluttony: at noon; * beſides mult 
rudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fag- 
cies, all the day :-and'with-theſe Auxiliaries; it 
-need not doube to maintain the Field agai 
poor macerated CFaftiry. Soagain, teſt Sobr 
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ſhould happet to ſurprize them, and gain bus 
honour of doe Day,: how vigilant are they to 
iver:the firſt aſſault ? Scarce a day that they 
raw: not up in R4r4/ie againſt it, and feldom 
miſs givang 1t'a total Rour ; and if Sleep like & 
Miſt 'befriend. it to ſteal upon them in the 
morning again, yer that little fucceſs 15 but a 
preparation.td 4.more ſignal Defeat in the after- 
no0D, Which 1s with many, a time allotted whol+ 
ly «0 tbeſe skirmiſhes ;. perhaps the chaſe follows 
edall night, nay; purſued fo far by ſame, till an 
habitual Sottiſbne(s fave them the labour of theſs 
Quotidian Cbmbats Nor is their Pride (© af; 
fronted, as to be :fargot. in the. diſtribution of 
their Time, a :good ſcantling of ir' is cut gut te 
itsule 3 fome 10. comriving- and deſigning: theix 
Cloaths, and'ſame inputting them' on; ſome in 
admiring themſelves, and lome in projecting to 
be admired by others; ſome in hearing flattes 
oo 'and morein refleing and ruminating upon 
m.:: | | 

'+£1:; AS: for thoſe broken parcels of ' Time, 
which are not thus devoted to theſe or ſome 


other ſet and folema Senſvalities, they are 


gleaned up by Sports and unſignificant paſtimes: 
oay / even ſome who abſtain from the former, do 
yet ſo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, 
that their lives become utterly unprofitable. Unr 
der this number I have no intention to include all 
whoallow themſelves Kecreations ; I know ſome 
divertiſement is ſo necefſary both to the Body 
and'Mind of a man, thee if keep within mor 
bob H 2 derate 


derate bounds, it is bur a juſt debt to himſelf, 
and cannot fall under any ill * charaQer: © bur 
that' which is reprehenſible'1n; this matter, /is 
the exceſs and inordinacy of it, the making 
that a buſineſs, which ſhould be bur a diverſion; 


ly ſtretch this priviledge of their Genridzry, even 
- till it break ; purſue their ſports of Hawkmg'and 
Hunting, &c. ſo 'vehemently 'and affiduoulhy 
that ere they are aware, they adopt- theſe :theit 


or Huntſman is indeed as mean a Vocation, 8 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. Burt whatever oth& 
ſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 

is time, hedoes in'it extremely :reproach him 
{lf, tacitely confeſſes, that he 1s unkir: for gens 
rous and manly imployments, and- calls himſelf 
_— while he thus trifles andrplays away his 
ays. | of 
12, I K NOW. not whether I may yank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File ; for though 
che nature of their imployment belong to- ix; ye 
there are ſuch conſiderable ruinous effects. of it 
as ſeem to place it in the number of more'fer# 
ous Ills. And indeed, though Cuſtom hath:cab 
ted it Play, yet the many anxious fears and 'uny 
cafie Commotions which uſually attend it; evince 


more reaſonably have given it a name of xhe'di 
rect contrary importance. - But as feigned narhes 
are commonly an: art of concealing: perſons;"/i@ 
this Trade aſſumes the ſtile of Divertiſemear; in 


— 
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And this we ſee too uſual with many,who abſurd 


Callings; never conſidering that' a * Faulconen; 


the great impropriery of the Title, 'and would F 


deed B 


# as © 
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deed tp diſguiſe its true original which undoubt- 
edlyds Covetouſneſs. For,what imaginable cauſe 
can there be aſſigned, beſides the deſire of Win- 
ing. that ſhould make men venture what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe? It is certain, he that 
plays for a Piece, has as much of the divertive 
part; as he that ſtakes a thouſand : and werethat 
all were deſigned, men necd not, and certainly 
would not 5 profuſely over-buy what offers it 
ſelf at ſo much a cheaper rate. I know this is a 
motive men think too ſordid to own, but would 
God they would once learn ( in this better ſence) 
to revere themſelves as well as others, and de- 
ſpiſe to be prevailed on by what they are aſha- 
med to avow. But the event ordinarily ſpeaks 
itasgreat a Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many ſad inſtances in the ſhipwracke 
Fortunes of theſe Adventurers. And indeed there 
is nothing wonderful in it, but that men will be 

ſo mad as to run the hazard. For that bein 
wypoicd, it is not at all ſtrange to Tee them fink 
erit. Fora man has here to deal not with 
Chance alone ( which yet were. but a tickle bot- 
tom toimbark in ) but with ſuch combinations of 
Deceit, that even good Fortune it (elf will not 
ſecure-him : fo that he that has not learnt to 
Plough with the ſame Heifer, is like ro make bur 
ſad Husbandryofit. And even thoſe that have, 
if they happea to get ſome few good Crops, yet . 
they quite wear out the ſoil with them, forteir - 
that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 
ould let chem in to farcher opporcunities, and. 
| | H 3 | leave 
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leave themſelves tolive not ſb -much upon eheſk 
own Wits; as other mens Follies. © It 1s true 18 
deed, that hath in theſe latrer' days proved'y 
pretty large Common to graze on, and forme hae 
teeimed to thrive well upon it ; but generally -ſudk 
* Cattle racet at laſt with a pinehing Wantet, 
which leaves them as bare and tneagre,. as evet, 
Ic ſhore; Cheating has uſually a reflexed efficacy, 
anddeceives none-more than thoſe that uſe it! 
yet. ſuch a ſtroak hath it now got in Gaming, thit 
ir moſt Companies it leaves fnen only this miſs 
rable choice, Whether they will be a&ive'& 
paſſive.in it. Which methinks ſhould be ens 

to awaken men, asimmoderate Tyrannies uſs' 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce GE 
miog from this exorbitancy td its _— 


make irceale to bea Trade, and become a 
creation ; and that too bounded within ſuch ji 
limits, that it may not incroach on thoſe hobf 
which ſhould be deſtined to greater ney 
ments. But as it is between this. and the rt 
gither Impertinencies or Vices, all their ticngy 
ſo pre-ingaged and\ fore-ſtalled, that their m6 
important intereft is left forlorn and negleaed} 
they have as little Leiſure as Will to conſider tt 
poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that they caif 
any ſuch trifle about them, | | 
. 13. AND now they that thus forget God 
and themſelves, no wonder if they afford litti 
conſideration totheir brethren. They will net 
be guilty of fuch an I»decoruws, or deny the-Bedj 
of fin its exact ſymmetry, by making this \M 
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coportionable to the reſt ; and therefore they 
=_ allow no part of their timer: to others; or do 
it to ſuch inverted perverſe purpoſes as makesthe 
yment worle. than robbery. [Thus many be- 
ow Vifits on others, not out of any purpoſe of 
kindneſs, but either to trifle away their own 
time, 'or to make obſervations, what they' can 
ſpy ridiculous to entertain their laughter. A my- 
ry the Londox-vilitants are:generally welt read 

i who have put:this bufinels long finceiinto a 
fetled courle;' fo that the diſcoveries of one Vi- 
ſit ſers them in a ſtock of defaming,. backbiting 
diſcourſe for the next, and fo ſucceflively ad 5n- 
finitum, So again, many who call themſelves 
nlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
ifthey can find out a young Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence; . how. officious, how diligent 
wethey in attending him ? watching him asglad- 
os a Vulture does the fall ofa Carcale, till they 
an advantage torouk him at Play, entangie 
him jaSuretiſhip, or perhaps betray him to ſome 
Mean and uncqual Match. Soit they hear but 
of a beautiful Wyman, what contrivances, what 
defigns do they lay, firſt ro ſee, and then ro cor- 
gupt her ; make-it a bulinets to themſelves, as 
well as a trade'to- their agents and factors, to 
(wry ſuch game?-' And : upon! fuch :;occafions as 
eſe can liberally facrifice their Time; of which 
when any Charitable ofhice would borrow from 
them but ſome few 'minutes, they are then ſach 
bufie perſons, they .can.by no means afford. jr. 
A Nabal's blunt and churliſh refuſal, or at beſt a 
y H 4 Felix's 
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Felix's put off to 4 convenient ſeaſon, are the uſual 
returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate the 
Propoſal, to goin queſt of ſuch Opportunities, 
looks with them like a piece of  K n:ght-errantry, 
has fo little of their practice, that it ſcarce eſcapes 
their ſcorn. Tent | 
14. AND now what a heavy Bill of Indi 
ment is like one day: to be brought in. againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their. Neigt 
bours ſhall all joyn in the Charge! ' Oh that they 
would ſeaſonably conſider how ſadly obnoxious 
they areto it, and thar condemnation which will 
inevitably follow it ; that ſo they may accord 
ingto Chriſts counſel, «Mar. 5. 25. agree with 
theſe adverſaries while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each of them for the fu 
ture a juſt portion of their -Tizze, compound 
the buſineſs, ftop the Proceſs againſt them 
That they would. remember, that of all theix 
prodigalities, this of their Time is the moſt ds 
iperate, ſuch as is moſt impoſhble to redeem 
and yet that wherein they are of all others the 
deepliefſt concerned. And this they would cer 
tainly be convinced of, if their Aiery fancies 
could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as to bring 
them intoany acquaintance- with-their- Beds 
duſt, 'give them {ome foreraite of their Dying 
terrors: for let them but ſadly think what they 
would then give for ſome few of thole Ooocns 
now ſtudy to fling away, and they cannot chuſe 
but infer the necetfity of being better Husbands. 
we 
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We readin Scripture of the Demoniacks awel- 
ling among the Tombs : but the Devil has ſure 
changed that habitation; ' for thoſe whom he 
now poſlſefſes he permits not to- converſe at all 
there, as knowing it is thepropereſt preparative 
to his difpoſſeſſion. And doubtleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſm, as of all others; ſo 
of this Evil ſpirit (this 6lching Devil, that thus 
ſteals from'men their precious hours ) often to 
deſcend into the Vault or Charnel-houſe, and 
by ſcrious conſideration how. ſhort their Time 
s, to1nforce upon themſelves a care of redeem- 
iog it. 
Ce NOR need they fear, Yhat to redeem 
their Time, they muſt ſell their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves to a joyleſs ſtate of life. For 
though it 1s true they muſt reſign their counter- 
feit, they ſhall have real Delights in exchange ; 
they mult part with their Glaſs, but ſhall have 
Gold inſtead of it. And as none but a rude [x- 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, fo 
none but a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſence. For in the firſt place, he that im- 
ploys his time in converſing with God, is not on- 
_ honourably and more 'profitably, but al- 
ſo more pleaſantly bulied than he can poſſibly be 
any other way. Weallſay, That God # the Cen- 
ter of felicity : but he gives himſelf the lie, that 
does not withal confels, that the cloſer acquain- 
tance we have with him, the nearer approach we 
make to happineſs. For whoever believed - 
on 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, andyet fearedrg 
freez by drawing near its Rays ? Indeed none but 
the down-right Atheiſt can. with any tolerablg 
Logick, diſpute the pleaſantneſs of this Day 
For can any whoſe Faith, has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend ? 'Put og 
him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beget averſion, 
deter them from approaching to him ?: Can 

call him a Deicy, to whom they will. not attrh 
bute ſo much as they will ro every. ingenuoyg 
man, the-honour of being good Company ? Thi 
15 to be not only prophane, but ablurd. Andy 
there ve any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him 
yacapable afcanvidtion.by Argument ; the com 
mon Proverb hath affigned him his Teacher,v4 
Experiexce. Let him by ſrequent, yet reverens 
- Addreſſes to- God, grow into ſome familiarig 
with him, bring himfelf withia diſtance of 1& 
cciving his refrettiing lInfluences,and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath beento hiay 
lf inthus long holding off. .In humane Cone 
verſations we ule not to find the guſt and reliſh of 
them, till we arrive to ſome degree of Freedom; 
they that converſe as ſtrangers, are uuder cot 
Kraints and uneaſineſs. And certainly: the maio 
Fauſe of that. diſguſt men: have to this Spiritual 
*entercourſe, - 1s their unaccuſtomedaneſs to it, 
[They addreſs to God perfectly as ſtrangers, now 
andthen,pay him a ſlight Vit, as it were by way 
of formality and complement ; and then no worry 
der if it. begeither ſatisfactory to God nor theay 
ſelyes, But then 'tjs ſure great injuſtice r de- 
amy 
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quity, of the nobleſt. yea divineſt Impreſs. How 
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fame thar as unpleaſant, which becomes ſo only 


by their own ill managery ; to fay there is no was 
ter in the Well, only becauſe they negle& to pro+ 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of it up, W 
16, IN the next place tis ſure, their Soul 
mean them no tmalice in exacting part of theix 
Time. For firſt, what they beſtow in improving 
and exalting their {{»derftandings, does not onl 
bring themn/1n advantages in the end, ' but affor 
them allo very fairaccommodations by the way. 
Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable enter- 
tainments, that like the e Manna in the Wilder 
—4 it adapts ir ſelf to every mans taſte, he-thax 
IKes not one ſort may | fit himſelf with another; 
and ſure he muſt have a ftrangely vitiated palate, 
to whom none of them will reliſh. I can ſcarce 
think Nature has produced any thing ſo diſtem- 
per'd; but men take up general and implicits 
prejudices, and will look on Books in no other 
notion but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they 
would but conſider them as Companions, they 
could not mils of one kind ar other, to find a plea* 


\ fant converſation among them. 


' 17. AS forthat portion of their Time which 
is ſpent in attendance on the yer-more ſpiritual 
pee of them, *tis rather a giſt rhan'a robbery, to 

elptheim to ſuch a way of expence. Ingenuous 
men think it a prize when they meet an opportu- 
nity to'reſcue from the ſullage of time any thing 
that carries the ſtamp of ancient worth- and No- 
bility. But this is a piece of the greateſt Anti- 


can 


can mens hours be better laid out, than in reſto» 
ring it to its primitive luſtre, in wiping off that 
ſoil wherewith the ſteam of boiling —_ bath 
obſcured it, and by disburdening it of thoſe loads 
of noxious humours under which it labours, like 
good Phyſicians, recover it from a. languithing} 
infirm, to a vigorous athletique habit? And ſure 
the ſatisfaQtion of this mult far exceed all other 
entertainments. ' Indeed that which is uſually 
raken vpinſtead of it, can with no juſtice pre 
tend toany tolerable complacency. No riian egy 
vies his Ys but contemns his ſordid ang 
abje& ſpirit, that picks out the baſeſt and uny 
worthieſt company : And ſhall it here paſs for 
aſure toconſort only with the plebeian part of 
imſelf, thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which are the 
Common people of this Little world, -to ſpend 
all histime in Treating and Careſling of theſe, 
and in the interim let the Soul, whichis of {0 
noble an extragion, ſo excellent endowments, 
ftand by negleQed, , nay be trodden to death in 
the croud of this vulgar rabble? Certainly this 
i5a Tragedy, that no man could ſee upon the 
Stage without indignation : yet God knows, this 
is it men ally a&t over with y_ to them- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 
Scene, and let the opprelt Soul have its ſeaſon 
of triumphing: doubtleſs they would find it 
more pleaſant to ſhare in-its Conqueſts than in 
its ruige. We read indeed of {ome Natiqns 
that. have by the 7ites of a barbarous religion 
been forced to make Humane ſacrifices: yet ye 
fn 
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find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 
(elf, asto make it matter of delight. And has 
our Civility ſofar out-done their Barbariſm, that 
ſhall be pleaſure todothat 1n ſpight of our Reli- 
gion, which they did in obedience to theirs ? 
To butcher:'the Man within us, and leave 

but our outward Form and inward Guilt todit- 
ference us from Beaſts ? He that diſclaims this, 
muſt” necefſarily confeſs the pleaſure les on:the 
ather fide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the ufur- 


Jnations,: yea tyranny of the Fleſh; . and conſe- 
Jquently that the Time he thus beſtows is not-loſt, 
but improved to his own greateſt preſent, as 'well 


ot: future advantages. 


18. THE'* like: may (1a the laſt place ) be 


Fhid of that part of it which is laid out-to 
the - benefit of others, which : is - that which 


brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 


) Id&lights: the pleaſure of Obliging being of:all 


thoſe the! moſt ravithing and — And 
for this we need not the verdict of Chriſtianity; 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is ſoreceived a truth, that ſcarce any man 


is Ivill avow ſo much ill nature as to reſiſt it in 


diſcourſe, how much ſoever his practice diſowns 
It. Indeed this is a pleaſure of ſo exalted, fo 
quinteſſential a kind, that what Herod's Audi- 
tors ſaid in flattery of his Oration, we may fay 
intruth of this. *Tis the delight rather of « God, 
than aman, That Soveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy in himſelf, yer as if he had 

| watited 
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wanted of his complete felicity, whilſt he:enjoyed 
italone,. was plcaſed rather to create, than want 
objeas of his goodneſs. ' And a pleaſure to which 
God himſelf 'has given ſuchan atteftatjon, as to 
make a World in order toit, fure:canndt, with 
outthe mott impious contradiction ofhis choice } 0 
bedefpiſed by man. And: certainly 'tis none of I * 
the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchlated out & © 
nature, thathe hath given usa' capacity ofat, » I, 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may 3» 
vantage andoblige one another ; ſo pointinguy _ 
our a courſe, whereby we may not only innoYfen 
cently, but ſucceſsfully entertain Lucefers defi oe 
of being /ike the moſt High. Ir really makes yer 
what the Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes ſlit 
even Demi-Gods. -O that thoſe, who think #IVÞ 
Noble to be aſpiring, would thus veritie the opþ $0 
nion, by terminating all their:wiſhes and endes iti! 
vours in this one. Generous Ambition! and thedY#1 
'tis ſure they would not need to be told the happi Iſt 
neſs of this {o Deifying an imploymear. - Jon 
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Of the Fourth Advamage, that of his Authority) 


N the Fourth place we are to confider the 
Gentleman's — in reſpe& of hi 
-— »—xh _ thoſe _ t relate to, or id 
on him; And this, if rightly managed, is 
Joexcellent uſe, thoughas Rare" of being per- 
a \erted as any of the former. He who has ſecu- 
2s Yr ties upon men, may often, by thoſe cord$ 
#Uvhich bind their weddly intereſt, draw them td 
pi aconfiderarion of their ſpiritual. A Tenant who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in rhe will 
ef his Landlord, a Penſioner whofe ſubſiſtence 
ps Fieſts the bounty of his Patron, will ftrive 
: winodet themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſk 
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+ Yſiit the inclinations of the perſon they-defire to 
Ftidear : they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
'YFint to others. But then, as varicty of Seals 
Jnake differing Impreſſions, ſo this flexiblenefs 
'Ieſtheirsmay be either abuſed to ill, or improved 

good ; this Wax may receive the Image of a 
"Jbeaft or an Angel. It 1s: therefore the dury of 

:{Ythoſe who are poſſeſt of this advantage, to uſe it 
{Jt the impreſſing not of Vice, but Vertue; to 
;Feontrive how they may moſt effeQually dif: 

T. Jountenance the one, and encourage the _ 

p nd 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op 
m—_— of, towards either of thoſe relations 
orementioned. 

2. BUT to none fo oftenas to their Dome. 
fticks and Menial ſervants. Theſe are always 
much in their road, that they ſeem co be mark 
out by God as their-moſt peculiar Province, 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he is ſet «s 4 Watchmen, .EZek. 3.17. over his fy 
mily, and ought as-j&aloully to obſerve ;the. 
proach of any, Vice towards it, as a Centinel doe 
thatofan Enemy. -Tas a very pernicious. crit 
for ment9 think themſelves no other . ways cal 
cerned in their Servants, than they. are-in thay 
Horſes or Oxen, to, lopk. upon them only as an 
gher ſpecies. of Workzng:cattel, and ;fo rhey 
their buſineſs, care not how arrant. Brutes the 

. - Whereas they ſhould remember; ,chatths 
with themſclves are Common-lervants to the one 
Great Maſter, and that the ſubordination ofthe 

eneto the other is but the wiſe Oeconomy of that 
Lord, who, has (as in great Families we ſec 
uſual ): conſtituted the: one as Stewards, or Supet: 
viſors, .t0, regulate the. reſt : and then 'rwillap 

r a piece of enormous unfaithfulneſs to neg 
{ahi charge. To avoid which guilt, it wil 
concern Gentlemen to have a ſedulous, care ove 
thoſe that are thus intruſted to them, ro mak 
ſtri>t inſpeRtions into the manners of their ſet 
vants, andaccordingly to apply inſtructions, and 
admonitions, reproots, or incouragements. Apd 


that they may not tranſcribe Pharaohs Tyrannyd 
| exatting 
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1 Sea. VIL 
exatting brick without Fr aw, require the ſuperſtru- 
ure of Chriſtian-lives, where there wants the 
neceſſary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
they muſt provide that none under their charge 
be-deſtitute of the means of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing ſo much. of Religion as may 
bring them into an acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to all theſe endeavours 'tis indi(- 
penſably neceſſary for them toavow ſuch a-Love 
© picty and vertue, and ſuch a Deteſtation of 
the contrary, that their ſervants may ſee, that 
there is but one way of approving themſelves 
»J both to their carthly and heavenly Maſter. 

ar +3. LF it be here Objeced, That it is but a 
wi counterfeit vertue, which derives itſelf from the 
mare. of pleaſing men, and fo-that this is, but to 
ach them to convert prophaneneſs to hypocrr 
fie: 1 muſt yield fofar as to confels, that where 


ae that continues the final motive, it will never 


avail any -man. But as God often uſes temporal 


wack and outward , occurrences, to produce inward 
ca and ſpiritual effects, ſo it may here happen, that 
x thoſe whoſe firſt approaches to Goodneſs were 


mercenary, and out of compliance to others, may 


of by coming within view gf it diſcern it ſo amiable, 
[8 that they. may after love it for its ſelf, And in- 


gf deed conſidering the rude ignorance uſual among 
lf] the vulgar, 'tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace it upon the bare ſtrength of ſpeculation, 
and therefore muſt be allowed ſecular invitations, 
xd} as baits to allure them. As for thoſe that never 
{ advance higher than _ meer Form of Godlinef, 

ind | what 
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what weight ſozver it may add to their 'own 
doom, -yet perhaps that may juſtly be accounted 
les miſchievous tothe world, than the contra 
extreme; Hypocriſfie being a fin that cannot w 
ſet up for Proſelytes, becaule it never-owns it {elf 
ot a:diſtin&t party from true Piety. And/tis not 
- 1mpoflible, that the example of a feigned Chri 
ſtian may teach others to ſ{urmount their copy, 
” -andbethatinſincerity, which he 1s but in-appex 
rance: whereas open Vice pretends to no ſuch 
pollibility, breaths nothing but contagion, -and 
like a pelt infects communities. We have there 
fore reaſon to conclude, that if this care were gs 
nerally taken, 'twere a ſervice not only to God, 
but-the Common wealth, which has not more 
unproftable, nay /noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank ot men, than from lewd and idk 
Servants ; who uſing their places only as a ſhelter 
for rheir ſloth and licentiouſneſs, 'when that 
Gourd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
uſually either live Beggars, or” die Thieves! 
whereas if Gentlemens' famzilics were lo ordered, 
as to become Seminaries of Induſtry and Sobriety, 
the number of them 1s ({o great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Co!onies of uſeful and 
civil perlons. | 
4. THERE 3s allo another ſort of Relative, 
Viz. 4 Friend : over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which {ſprings from this ſervile 
ſtock of hopes & fears, yet they have one of a'much 
more noble deſcent, . and more vigorous efficacy 
Fricndthip has a key tothe heart, which it may ule 
not 
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not-only to let it ſelf into its ſecrets, but alſo'to 
zntroduce its own conceptians, ſentiments, and 
inclinations; it ſo mixes with the mind, that it 
may inſenſibly convey into it any Idea, Now to 
ule this intimacy to the brioging 1n any thing 
baſe and unworthy, is the vileſt treachery, ſuch 
a$is but imperfe&ly repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A 
guilt ſo vehemently to be abhorred,that none is to 
think himſelf at a (ufficient and juſt diſtance from 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſues the dire 
Qaerary ; he therefore that hath a Friexa, . ought 
Itudioully to contrive how he may moſt promote 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward 
and ſecular, bur alſo ( yea principally) his in- 
ward and / xpgr This is the gnly ſenſe where- 
1 'tis lawful to have deſigns upon him, and in 
this he 1s not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
um {| To, He muſt here ule all friendly ftratagems to 
$2: | recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
>, | kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the more grateful--. 
y | ly to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholelome, e- 
lit F ven reproofs, when they appear fo ; and yet by ta- 
nd F king his own turn in being the Patient, evince, 
' F that'tis no aſſuming humor, that creates him a 
ve; | Phyſician. If friendſhips were thus managed, ir 
ot | would be indeed a moſt ſacred relation, ſuch as 
ile | would be above the violations of thoſe petty tri- 
vial diſtaſtes, which now adayes diſſolve them. 
Hearts that are tyed together with theſe conſe- 
crated bands, are like _ and W3fe joyned toge- 
p ther . 
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ther inſeparably by God, and much for the ſartis 
end of propagation; only herein as far fuperior 
to rheir pattern, as the mind is tothe body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint ro the natural com 
poſition ofa man. We may reafonably bee 
they were Friendſhips of this makings that fir 

brought that name into ſo much veneration, and 
.were' they again reduced to this, no Encominm} 
could be too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 
werea work well worthy the ſpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who ſince they generally profels 
much reverence tothe word, 'tis pity they ſhoulf 
caſt away their' adorations on an empty ſhting, 
The Heathens had fncantarjons to recal their diff 
pleaſe Deities into their fotſaken Images. T 
with they would 'alfo try ſome holy magick to 
bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine ſp 
rit, to animare this now liveleſs trunk : that in 


who juſtly think it an #-gerrile reproachful rhin 
not to have ſome body whom they call Frien 
may think ir much more ſo, not to pay all the real 
kindite(s due to that appellation. 7 

5. HAVING thus far given an account 
whar are the proper and juſt employments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Behtlesr our me- 
thod now requires us to refleR a little on thel 
Prattice, and that in the moſt we (hall find asfa 
ſwerving from the rule in this particular, as any 
ofthe former. So far; alas, are Gentlemen from 
making their Power inſtrumental to the infufing 
good; thar there 1s nothing more ordinary thanto 
lee them diſpole it ro the direR contrary. 2 
corn 
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ſcorn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 
5 jus vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that is like to prove to them. And 
then 'tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 
aims to get an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 
tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies 1n a quite 
lite road. He muſt find out what Vice of 
Gentleman he may be molt ſerviceable to. 
Sometimes he muſt put vey for his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance ; and even when he 
has cloyed thoſe groſſer appetites, yet his Pride 
will always remain inſatiab e. He muſt ſtill pro- 
vide air for that Camelion; lay out his whole 
breath in flatteries ( a more hellifh wind than any 
the Laplangers fell.) *Tis this enſhrining his 
Diana which is the craft by which he expects his 
weelth : and therefore whatever other office he 
on by ſtarts, a Parefite is to be his conſtant 
trade. | 
6.1 N like manner their Servants are diſciplin'd 
to be the Miniſters of their Luxyries, and not 
aly to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom mils to be taken up by the whole 
Houſe, as if they were to be the Cognizances and 
badges to witneſs to whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very well truſt ro rhe 
efficacy of their bare Example, yer as if they 
ould never be ſecure enough of corrupting therr 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
Rules of Inſtitution. Thus it is one of the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Ho!lpitality, That no 
I 3 ſtranger 
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franger be ſent Sober away. SO rhat their Houſe 
may well paſs for inchanted Caſtles ; no Man cara 


that comes into them, being able to guide hins 


ſelf out. They keep, as it -were, ſolemn Fafts 
and Turzaments of Debauchery, to challenge. all 
comers, and have variety of Champions to deal 
withall, Combatants of all ranks. Inſhort, Gex 
tlemens Families are become ſuch perfe& Acade- 
mies of Licentiouſne(s, that the moſt innocent 
Puny will there 1n a very ſhort time become prof 
cient. And this God knows is the ordinary im 
provement they make of their Authority 3 asf 
they affected to outbid the tyranny of the Turk 
in ſending a. Halter to his Vaſſals, and maki 

them their own Executioners 3 or thought it adit 
paragement to their Qualities, to go to Hell with 
out an honourable Rerinue. --- | 

7. AS fortheother ſort of power, that which 
they have over their Friends and. intimates, 'tis 
not diſcernible that they manage that better, 
Who almoſt is there, that ſcems at all ro adven 
to the Eſſential part of Friendſhip? What a R# 
rity, I had almoſt ſaid a Prodigy is it, to find 
( even amongſt thoſe that proteſs the greateſt 
dearneſs ) any that hath either the Courage to 
give, or the humility to receive an Admonition! 
But in ſtead of thoſe wounds of 4 Friend, Prev, 27, 
6. there 1s nothing more common among them, 
than che kiſſes of an Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing 
* jnill, as renders it inveterate and incurable; and 
like Foab to Amaſa, 2 Sam.20,10. ſheds -out the 
bowels, when it pretends to #1, Nay, as if it 
wers 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vt 
&s they find already planted, they ſow new 
{| Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to each 
other, -as if the community of Friendſhip obliged 
them mutually 'to diffuſe their poiſons. Were 
many of the cloſeſt intimaces now adays ranſack- 
Fd to the bottom, it'is to be feared this would be 

| found the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
Mit } that hath advanced above the keaten road,arrived 
tothe more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 
neſs, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev. 2. 
24. ) would loſe much of the gult, if he ſhould 
nor get ſome Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus {a- 
eilegiouſly is this venerable relation of Friend- 
ſhip profaned, by being proſtituted to the yileſt 
and moſt deteſtable purpoles; and by this accur- 
kd abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſis, be- 
wmes only a Confederacy in fin, a Combination 
and league againſt what they account. the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertue. 

8. THESE areſuch wretched perverſions of 
their power, that one would guels it were ſome 
great and very conſiderable weight of preſent In- 
tereſt, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
But when that is examin'd, 'twill be found to lic 
wholly on the other fide. The former Se&ion 
pave us occalion to diſcern how tranſporting a de-- 
light ir is, 'to be the Inſtrument of any good to 
others. But as there is no good can bear propor- 
tion with that which-is done to the Qoul, fo cer- 
tainly tote an Agent in that, muſt {ar tranſcend 
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the pleaſure of all other BenefaQtions. He thay 
ſo diſpenſes his Bounty, as toengage men to Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed the magaiticent Perſon, out- 
vies the moſt profuſe Donatians of the greateſi 
Potentates. They can give but ſome little pg 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a mighe 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. Y& 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servants to' be God's, does not only oblige thy 
Common-wealth, but is as it were a Patriot even 
to Heavea it (elf; provides it with Inhabitanty, 
and helps ta ſecure 1t from that emptineſs and d& 
population, wherewith the general wickedag( 
of men ſeems to threaten it. And then in relate 
on to ſuch his Servants, he is of all other Maſtew 
. the moſt bountiful and obliging : they providg 
perhaps (ome petty Annuities, he gives a ſtate gl 
Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 

9. THIS is a vaſt Muniticence, yet that 
_ whichthearranteſt Worldling can have no temp: 
ration to grudge. -A man may thus without g 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that verything to himſelf, whiteh he dif 
penles to others. So that here is no place for 
the uſual (though unjuſt ) Objetion of ixxpoves 
riſhing oaes ſelf, which is that alone which often 
dead the relith, or diverts the attempt of other 
Liberalities. And therefore this ſort which is 
reſcued from that one poſlible allay, muſt certaun- 
ly yield rhe moſt vigorous and unmixt Pleaſure; 
ir being ſure, that Bounty has in it ſelf ſo much 
of agreemcnt with Humane Nature, as will ite: 


vitably 
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vitably produce. Complacence and Delight, 
where it is not ſo interrupted or allayed. 

10, Il MIGHT here add ex abundanti, that 
there is likewiſe a Secular Profit attending it. For 
if Gextlemen had their dependents truly Conlſci- 
eatious, they would be of very much more ule to 
them. They might employ them ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them but their own 
Coniciences. 'Twould not then be, ſo man 
Servants ſo many Thieves and Harpyes, but 
many Factors and Traffickers for the Maſters ad- 
yantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care : though confels 'tis 
tw be wiſhed, that the former more ingenuous 
Motive may be (o prevalent, as to ſuperſede all 
uſe of this ; it being very unreaſonable that God 
ſhould need Auxiliaries from Mammoy. Yet 
25 once the Iſraclites borrewed of the eAfgyptians, 
{it may not be amiſs to make this Inferior con- 
lideration a ſtep to the other more Noble : that 
even they who have yet no guſt of that more He- 
roick Pleaſure, may on the intuition of this 
Worldly Advantage, endeavour to improve their 
Authority to the Spiritual good'of all that belong 
to them. 

1:1, BUT from no part of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich ſatisfaction, as from that 
which is exerciſed towards a Friead. For as their 
concernment 1s nearer in him, than in the former 
more diltaat Relations, ſo the Pleaſure of doing 
good to him, mult proportionably encreaſe ; as 
that heat is moſt intenſe which 15 conveyed by rhe 
ncarelt 


_— 


122 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


neareft Refletion. He who ſo maintains his Vi: 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
with every Member of it, muſt yet neceſlaril 

have the moſt acute ſenſe of what befals thok 
parts, to which he is moſt immediately conjoyned, 
But there is no ſtriter Union upon Earth, than 
that of a Virtuous Frienaſbip ; and then what can 
be more ſatisfactory, than to preſerve or advance 
the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
ſure to feel, to improve and benefit that perſon, 
who is thus become a part of him ? Perſons of 
quality love to deck and imbelliſh the place 
where they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Stie or 
Dungeon : but friends dwell in each other ; and 
therefore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Mindsthey have thus choſen 
to live in, in purging them from all foulneſs and 
pollutions, and rendring them as pure and imma- 
| culate; nay, asſplendid.and illuſtrious, as is pol- 
fible. Certainly, there is-nothing upon Earth 
more ravithing, than a Friendſhip thus entertain 
ed. 'Tis ſome Anticipation of Heaven, where 
thoſe lines of love which ſtretch themſelves to 
every part of the Circumference, do all meer in 
God as their Centre. Ir is indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the poſſibility of an exa& deſcription, 
and reſerves its full diſcovery to be the prize of 
Experience. Let it be tried, and then I doubt 
nor, but he that hath made the Experiment will 
readily attcſt the pleaſure of thus employing this. 
part allo of lus Authority. 


SECT, 


SECT. VII. 


Of the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation; 


I, HE laſt Advantage is-that of Reputa- 
tion and Eſteem: which is generally 
preſumed the due'of perſons of Qua- 
lity, unleſs where ſome perſonal unworthineſs 
hath cut off the Entail, and forfeited that right. 
And though theſe days have taught the Vulgar 
todefalk muchof that reſpe& which former Ages 
paid to Superiors of all forts ; yet I cannot think 
the Levellizg Principle has fo univerſally, diffu- 
ſed it ſelf, as totally to raſe out all Impreſſions 
of Reverence towards them : fo that there till 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 
gotiate with. It will be theirpart ſoto manage 
and diſpoſe it, as td bring in profit to their Lord, 
by making it allo an Engine to draw mea to piety 
and virtue. x 
2. THIS they may ſometimedo by Counſel ; 
to the ſucceſs whereof rhere is nothing more con- 
tributive than an efteem of the Adviſer, moſt 
men being rather apt toconſider-who ſpeaks, than 
what is ſpoken. And therefore perſons, whole 
Quality and Education have prepoſleſt them 
with an opinion of their Wiſdom, have a great 
advantage towards the working on them, And 
this 


EE 
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' | what is ſpoken. And therefore perſons, whole 


Quality and Education have prepoſleſt them 
with an opinion of their Wiſdom, have a great 
advantage towards the working on them, And 
g this 
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this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of, by 
ſeaſonable advices and exhortations of th 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the 
entertaining of them, to take all prudent occaſy 
ons to recommend _—_— Praticexo them, and 
by pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mex- 
ſures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir 
tue, to repreſent them in their true and native 
ſhapes, the one. the obje& of horror. and deteſta- 
tion, the other of love and delight. *'Tis the 
want of this diſcovery, that has given Impiety 
ſo frees range: it has dreſt it ſelf up in a coun 
terfeit (plendour, falſe Gems and Tinſel-gaw 
dery: and 1n this glittering appearance it mary 
ches on triumphantly, receives acclamationg 
yea, and Obeiſance too, nay commands not oft 
ly the, knees, ( as every proſperous Uſurper can 
do ) but even the hearts of men. And will 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal fon 


blick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoſtary. 


and ſhew the dazled World what it is zt thug 
bowsto? Perhaps this is lookt upon only as the 
buſineſs of Divines; bur certainly would Gentle 
*mmen allo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
more proſperous undertakers. What comes on- 
Iy our of the Pulpit, paſſes for the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching, 1 Gor, 1.21, or for the diſcourſes of 
thoſe whoſe Trade it 1s to inveigh againſt fin, 
All their Thr«fs being of courſe, and expected, 
their Wards areas well known too ; and we daily: 
ſee Vice approve it {elf an expert Fencer ag 1: 

them. Bur the endeavours: of theſe woald nat 
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be liable to thoſe prejudices: a blow from them 
would come ( like the reyolt of a Confederate ) 
with the advantage of a Surpriſe: And there is 
little doubr, but by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times infinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
au Exhortations of Minifters often 
fail of. 

3. BUT Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
it be not ſeconded by Example, They muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves, whilſt they go about to 
ferlwade others. He that ſhall with never fo 
ſefing arguments dehort a man from that Sin, 
Which himlelf at the next opportunity commits, 
vill never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opini- 
Mof it, but rather ſo paſſtonate a love, - that he is 
ilous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And then ſurely this will be fo far from averting, 
that' it will excite the appetite of the other to 
taſte of that which he ſees is thought ſo deſirable 
&to be Monopolized. 

4. INDEED there is nothing by which 
they have ſo univerſal an influence, as their Ex- 
imple. Things that are ſet in ſome high and 
tfinent place, do naturally attrat-mens eyes to, 
fem, ſo that eminency of condition whereia 
Gentlemen are placed, renders their actions 
More obſervable. They are like the Czry our Sa- 
riour ſpeaks of, ſet on 47 hill, and have by that 
dvantageous ſituation the means of making 
their light ſhine fa#ther than other mens. And 

there- 
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Therefore it ought to be their conſtant care, þ 
the bright luſtre of their exat and exemplay 
Converlations, to inlighten the whole ſphen 
wherein they move. Would Gentlemen make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellatiaa 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whole 
beaign Aſpett the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
be cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited and 
rendred capable of excellent productions ? 

5. FOR whatcanbe more perſwaſive to thok m 
of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to} H 
ſee it made the eleQion of thoſe whom they ſup Þ ri 
poſe to have moſt judgment to diſcern its val, hi 
and fo fall not,on it blindfold, and who have alb Fl tr 
all the contrary pleaſures. of Sin within the 
reach; nay proſtrate at their feet, ſuing for. & 
tertainment, and (o are not caſt on it by impe 
tence? What a blur and infamy would it cal 
upon Vice, if it were once baniſhed out of Geatil 
company ? And how fair aſtep would it be. tg 
wards its excluſion out of all ? We ſee what 
catural aſpiring the lower fort have to approad 
to the condition of their Betterzs. And thougl 
that being now aimed only at. their Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, ye 
ſure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated 
perſons to make it'{b. For would they fo ordet 
the matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-thineall 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould become 
the character and diſtin&tive note of a Gentleman, 
to be eminently good, this werea way to cot: 
ſecrate even Ambition it (cf, by making it an & 
gine 
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gine not" to rack and torture men, as common 
ambitions do, but to advance them to all vertu- 
ous induſtry. 

6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a Gezt/eman without help of Heraldry: 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety; . 
and make thoſe Emulations, whoſe firſt riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity 15 this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home! The being good, is primarily a 
kindneſs to themſelves, and to others only by 
way of reſult, and propagation, and eaſie conſe- 

nce. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea un- 
ful too will it then be, to deny this - bene- 
faftion, which has that very argument on its 
ide, which 1s oppoſed to other kinds of Libera- 
ities? That fear of leſſening 8 mans ſelf, which 
m-thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the bowels, is 
tere in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them for 
this caſe men cannot deny, without their owa' 
greateſt injury, and diminution. And- ſure 
twould juſtly paſs for a prodigy both of malice 
and folly, for one fo to avert the benefiting ano- 
ther, as to incur the greateſt damage to himſelf 
navoiding it. 

7. BUT alas. it is not only Charity either 
tothers or themſelves, which exacts of them 
ts to promote Piety among men. They have: 
Qq bro 1ght 
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brought themſelves under, another more con 
ſtraining obligation, 1 mean that of Fxſ##ce, par 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution: for *ris ty 
viſible they have been deeply acceſſary 40 its. de 
cay. So 4ar have they. been from adviſing and 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwx 
five faculties have generally been employed to4 
gite diſtant purpole. There are few or noi, 
te by their own pious endeavours do at all abate 
the need of the Prieſts exhortations; but me 
ny that do evacuate their efficacy, by degryingit 
- 85 the greateſt folly, the moſt unmanly ſubnub 
ſion, to yield them any conſideration. As fot 
their own Counlels, they are too often in ear 
neſt, what Solomon's was by way of lrony, Eal 
II. 9. Walk inthe wayes of thine heart, and intht 
ht of thine eyes, encouraging and animats 

ah 4 all Senfualiey, And it they Aiſeeraag 
beginto ſtartle at the courſe, to ehtertain but 
ſober thought of that diſmal end ro whichiit 
leads ;-he is to be laught out of that Hypochonariad 
fit, taught to look upon it as a ſpice of Phrenſy, 
The loud noiſe of roaring Mirth is re-inforeed 
to drown that poor whiſper of Conſcience; and 
by the ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets hew 
incited to turn to. his courſe, as the horſe ra 
eth into the battel, Fer. $.6, all arts of encov 
ragement uſed to embolden him to run fearleſly 
on to Damnation. This is their own know! 
Recipe — for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 
if it benot of every days practice, 'tis not, that 
they have any berter method of Cure, but ſugh 
aſt 
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arts of prevention, ſuch means of ſtupefaQtion and 
obduration, that the dileaſe ſeldom occurs among 
them. 

8. NOR do they omit to back and fortifie 
this with proportionable Examples: which God 
knows are ſo many and fſoefficacious, that like 
2 diſmal Cloud they overſpread our whole Ho- 
rizon. They who are by God deſigned as lights 
to illuminate all about them, have been the in- 
ſtruments of introducing a more than e/Fgyprian 
darkneſs, thereby exemplifying that Aphoriſm 
of our Saviours, eMatr. 6. 23. If the light that 
s in thee be darkneſi, how great us that dark: 
meſs ! 
nA WHAT a deluge of Profaneneſs and Im- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, is 
too viſible not only by the dire, but the reflex- 
ed beams, thoſe fad Judgments they have brought 
down upon it. And though there be too many 
ſprings which feed this Ocean, yet there will 

rce any be found to have more liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and {ſcandalous vicioul- 
nels of the Gentry, They who are placed as 
Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing 
but malignant Influences, what wonder is it, 
if an univerſal Peft enſue? 'Tis they that have 
brought Vice into countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion of the times, fo that people 
dread the fingularity of being innocent, and a 
man may with les peril of ſcorn appear in the 
moſt ſuperannuated dreis, than own the Obſolete 
qualities of Meckneſs, Purity, Sobriety, &c. 

K How 


130 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. / 


How great and fatal a ſnare this creditables 
xefi of {in has proved, 1 fear there are too many 
thouſands of entangled Souls can witneſs. And 
on whom can they more properly charge their 
ruine, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
this repute in the world ? Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenſion more than enough to ll; 
and therefore it hath been the buſineſs of Laws 
both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to r& 
ſtrain their inordinacy : but this converts the 
bridle into a ſpur, when thoſe that ſhould dif 
countenance Vice, thus animate and encourage 
If, 

. 10, FOR whata Temptation is it to the vul 
gar fo run to all exceſi of Riot, when they tee 
their ſuperiors have beaten the path before them; 
and are themſelves immerſt in the moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities? Which of them will endure to be 
fober, when Drunkennelſs ſhall be accounted fp 
d:gnifying a quality, that it may make a Pea 
ſant company for a Lord? When Gextlemen are 
Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves ve 
modeſtly wicked, if they be but prophane. Ant 
when they hear their Betters diſcharge loud 
Volleyes of Oaths, they will ſoon find they ars 
as well-qualifed tor that part of greatneſs as the 
beſt. Their Tongues are as much their own, P ſal. 
12.4. and will be glad that by ſuch an eaſie 1m 
ployment of them they can be Gentlemen ſo good 
cheap. - *'Twere as endlels as unneceſlary to enu- 


merate the ſeveral ſorts of infe&tion, which = 
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ill examples of great men have diffuſed. 'Tis 
too obvious in the moral effects to need any other 
way of diſcovery, And I am ſure it ought to 
be matter of the ſaddeſt refle&ion to all who 
ge invplved in that guilt ; it being a moſt direful 
account which they will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of ſuch miſerable va- 
ſtations, turned Communities of Men, of Chri- 
ſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devils. 

11, EVERY fin even of the privateſt ob- 
ſcureſt perſon carries much of contempt and af- 
front tothe Divine Majeſty : but great mens vi- 
ces are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
chim folema War with Heaven, levy forces 
and draw in multitudes of abettors and confede- 
rates in their hoſtilities. And God knows this 
kind of Unevangelical violence the kingdom of 
Heaven daily ſuffers. Oh that the Chieftains and 
Leaders of thele unhappy troops, would at laſt 
think fit to ſound a retreat; that they would, in 

ity if not to themſelves, yet to their ſeduced 
ollowers, ceaſe thus deſperately to ruſh on upon 
the mouth of the Cannon, the Jaws of Hell / 
And not only ſo, but that they would alfo en- 
deavour to bring them into ſome terms of accord 
with that omnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
ked; by their own penitent and reformed lives 
teach them the poſtures of humility and ſubmiſli- 
on, as they have formerly done that of deti- 
ance. This certainly is that to which common 
equity obliges them, reparation of injuries being 
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confeſſedly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice. And 


certainly there can no injury exceed, nay equal 
this of betraying men to eternal ruine : and cor 
ſequently nothing leſs than the utmoſt induſtry 
to repair it can be any competent expiatiog. God 
grant all thoſe, whole guilt gives them a pecy- 
liartitle to this admonition, may own their right 
£0 it by a particular and ſerious application, ſuch 
as may for the future engage them to the moſt 
zealuus endeavour of reforming not only thenx 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing their reputation 
from that fouleſt blot of being an agent for $# 
tan, and advancing it to that higheſt dignity of 
being ſerviceable to God. | 
12, BUT there is little hope they will right 
ly conſider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken 
in the nature of true reputation. A mar of He 
noar is now underſtood only to be one that cat 
ſtart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every the 
triflingelſt injury expects like Lamech, Gey. 4. 24, 
to be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold ; that de W 
ſpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, Longs 
ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments of 
cowardiſe and unmanly pulillanimity, and has 
no other meaſure of courage and gallantry, butF. 
by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe. And whileſt F. 
reputation is thus hung only at the point of the 
ſword, 'tis a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
Gies, but {ure net to ſave Souls. We find daily 
many occaſions to complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opinion, but ſcarce any where (0 
much as in thole unjuſt and abſurd oy | 
1ave 
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have impoſed in this matter : which were they 
conlideringly weighed would ſurely evince them 
ſuch contemptible Legiſlators, as would be 
enough to dethrone and depoſe them from that 
uſurped Empire they now maintain in the 
world. 

13. TO take only a ſhort and curſory view 
ofthem, we ſhall in the firſt place find them to be 
horribly impious:” For what can be more {o, than 
thus to tear /off thoſe ſignatures of Honour, 
which God himſelfhath impreſt, and vilifie thoſe 
whom he hath dignified ? God has pronounced 
that it is the diſcretion of a man that deferreth his 
anger, and it is his glory to paſs over @ traxſereſ- 

», Prov. 19.11. Andagain, He that s ſlow to 
anger is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth 
bis firit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16, 32. 
But this new notion of Honour proclaims the 
quite contrary ; he paſſes fora Phlegmatick fool, 
zhoſe bloud boils not at the firſt glimpſe of an 
front; and *cis Gallantry to offer many Inju- 
es, but ignominious Tameneſs to bear one. It 
as always been the indiſputable prerogative of 
King? to be the Fountains of Honour ; what an im- 
ous daring is it then to diveſt him of that pri- 
ledge, by whom Kings reign? To cancel his Pa- 
ents, and mark them out as the objects of ſcorn, 
b whom God gives ſo glorious a teſtimony ? Yet 
bus is it daily doneto the men, whom the Kzng 
f Kings will honour ; theſe are all the Triumphs 
ele Mordecai's muſt expet3 an evidence how 
ch worſe they are than Haman, that allot 
K 3 them, 
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them. Certainly there cannot be an at of grea. | 
ter defiance agaialt the Divine Majeſty, than thus Þ} * 
to reverſe his Necrees. And upon this hoſtility | 
and oppoſition againſt Heaven it is, that all the Þ} * 
private Quarrels, and Combates on Earth are ( as | 
on their foundation ) ” >" oy ; fo thatto ff * 

1 


initiatea Dueliſt, his firſt Challezge mult be. di 
rected againſt God himſelf. 

14, NOR are theſe falſe meaſures of Hy || ! 
nour more oppoſite to Religion, than Prudengg 
The gloſſes the Sword-men have put upon the one ; 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an Injury, have &| © 
introduced. ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pug } 
Rilio's, that the next age will be in danger. df k 
receiving the Fable of Vox © uixot for Authen: t 
tick Hittory. And I ſee not with what juſtice [ 
this can laugh at them in him and his Squire Sa 
cho, and yet think them ſerious enough to govern l 
men in their moſt realand weighty concernments, 

It would indeed aſtoniſh any Li perſon to com 4 
ſider, what Chimera's they are, to which menſx b 
crifice all that ought to be dear to them. How i 
many Ducls have been fought, how many men 
kill'd, ( when neither of the combatants were th 
implacable but that they could. willingly have 
compounded the matter ) only becauſe they 
thought point of Honour exaed it, and the 
declaring it would be inglorious ? Certainly the 
Gallies 1s a ſtate of perfe& liberty, compared 
with this bondage. And were the Releaſe from 
thole neceſſarily to infer a ſ1bjetion to this 
were thoic Slaves obliged thus to become Gentle 
mth, 


135 
wer, I ſhould ceaſe my wonder why fo many of 
them have deſpiſed a manumiſſion. For thus to 
have 2 mans Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, ( not only to be 
loft, but loſt by his own a& ) is a ſlavery beyond 
all that the moſt abje& creature ever groan'd un- 
der. And yet ſo prodigiouſly abſurd isthe World, 
as tO cut this out for the Benjamin's portion, make 
it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gexzle- 
mer, They are ſet upon a Theatre, and'as the 
Gladiators of old muſt kill one another, only to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not think 
Bedlam the only Seminary to breed men up for 
ſuch a Trade ? Yet fo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
that one may ſuſpe& the Inſtitution of that Hoſ- 
-_ is perverted, that that incloſes only the So- 

er perſons, whileſt the Frantick run looſe about 
the World. 

15. BUT perhaps the more Malicious Duel- 
lers will think themſelves exempt from this num- 
{@ | ber, becauſe *ris their own fatisfaRtion which 
they deſign in it: their Enemies bloud will 
make ſo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
| | that they gaſp after it, and think 1t a pleaſure 
well worthy their purſuit. But ſure theſe differ 
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ej | from the former, not as Wiſe men from Fools, 
but as a worſe Natured Fool from a better. He 


he © that would juſtifie the rationalnels of any Adven- 
od | fure, muſt prove the Prize at lealt to equal the 
worth of that he hazards for it. But who thar 
conſiders he has a Soul, can ſerioully ſet it at fo 
contemprible a rate ? Or what man 1n his. wits, 
K 4 | that 


that believes a Hell, will ſay the pleaſure of a R& 
venge can countervail thoſe pains? Nay indeed 
none can with any pretence put it in balance 
with the meer loſs of Life. For he that is kill'd 
( as every man may be that fights ) can have ng 
enſe of that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapably 
of the compenſation, if that were able to make it, 
Nay,I ſhall deſcend yet lower, and with ſome con- 
fidence affirm that the uneaſie A PI_—_ even 
of the victory do quite qverwhelm the ſatisfaQte 
On. For this I dare refer my ſelfto any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Muraee 
7-r, and doubt not that if they will ſpeak their 
experiences, they will tell us that the cry of 
their Adverſaries bloud in their Conſcience, did 
utterly extinguiſh thereliſh of it in their Fancy, 
Or if they were perſons that were hardned againk 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu» 
mane was abundantly enough to defeat them of 
that pleaſure they expected : fo 1mpoſlible is it 
to gather Grapes of theſe thorxs, to reap any con- 
tentment from ſo unchriſtian an attempt. Their 
Revenge is not compleated without Bloud: and 
if they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projeed from it. 
And then what colqur ofreaſon can any man bring 
why he ſhquld thus ſel! hi ſoul for nought, and be- 
come a Platonick to Damnation ? 

16. BUT Revezge has two ill-matcht qualt. 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuolity ; and fo all its 
darts, though they carry force and venome 
e::ough to deſtroy all about them, yet by _ 

il 
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il aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is not in the 
world a more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which rules in this affair. What can be more 
ſenceleſs, than for me, when a man has done me 
a Injury, to think to wipe off that by expoſing 
my ſelf romore ? When he has given me the Lye, 
to invite him togive me the Stab too? Did ever 
any man attempt to make up a breach by widen- 
ing it ?. To Cloſe his wound by tearing it further ? 
The Phyſicians indeed talk of a method of curing 
ome Diſeaſes by Majoration: but ſure Injuries 
e not in the number of thoſe maladies, not ca- 
pable of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
tis om overwhelm, but not cure the lels, 
25 the more moderate Pains become inſenſible by 
the ſuperveniency of the more acute. Yet I pre- 
ſume none will applaud his choice, that ſhould ” 
call for the Rack todrown the pain of a Cut f6n- 

r, which yet is no hyperbolical Emblem of this 
ort of Revenge. | 

17. BUT beſides all this, our modern Gal- 
lantry is treacherous to it ſelf, confutes its own 
pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly afſumes the Mo- 
nopoly of Courage, is indeed the meaneſt Co- 
wardiſe in the World. That by which weuſeto 
diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt caution, is the 
formidableneſs of obje& feared. No man is 
reproached for not ſtanding the inundation of the 
Sea 3 but to quake at ſtepping over a Gutter; 
would ' be a ridiculous timorouſneſs. *'T would 
be neither wonder nor ſhame to run from the pur- 
ſuit 
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ſuit of a Lion ; but to be chaſed by a barking 

Whelp, is the property of an Hare, not of 4 

Man., And according to this meaſure, what 

wretched Cowards are our greateſt He#ors ? For 

what can be more contemptible than thoſe unjuſt 

Scarns of men they {o tremble at ? Which if 
they were ſureto be univerſal, yet what real ilt 
can they do a man, who does not by his own faw- 
cy lead them an edge wherewith to wound him? 
But neither can this be the Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity and Sobriety be quite worn out 
the world. For to a Chriſtian, 'tis certain the 
irceligion of fighting a Duel would be the moſh 
infamous thing, and even to a ſober Heathen the 
folly of it would: be fo too: fo that he can bein 
no danger of either of their Reproaches, for de- 
clining it. And whea theſe are ſet aſide, whois 
there whoſe cenſure can. be at all conſiderable? 
Yer this ſo pitiful deſpicable a thing is it, which 
ſo terrifies and amazes them. And how ſhall we 
define Cowardile, if this be not it ? 

.18. AND asit hasthe nature, fo has it the 
Fate of it too, which uſually is by fleeing an ima- 
ginary danger, to fall into a real. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards ; and by 
- Gghting they do not only become indeed ſo, but 
allo ruth themſelves upon other far more formi- 
dable miſchiefs, run from a Scarcrow 1nto a Pre- 
cipice, And now what a Riddle is this thing they 
call Gallantry, which fo ſtartles at the weakeſt 
noiſe, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a 


Thundeibolt ? They who ſo dread the reproach 
of 
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of vain impotent men, do yet confidently en- 
counter the anger of the omnipotent God; and if 
Yalour: and Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confute my whole argument b 
making 1t evident, that they dare be h_ 
Thus by a ſtrange kindof inverted operation their 
Fear makesthem bold : would God that 4ntipe- 
rifaſts might go on to work, till that Boldneſs 
have again brought them to a fear, .I mean that 

nitential Fear, proper to thoſe-who- thus deli- 
— provoke the Divine Majeſty. 

ig. AND that very Deliberation is a circum» 
ſtance of ſo great an enhanſement, as unmeaſir- 
ably heightens the ſin. Sudden acts may be ca- 
pable of ſome alleviations by the ſurpriſe rhey- 
make on a mans ſpirit : but contrived and prene- 
ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 
than of obſtinate Rebellion. And: this aggrava- 
tion can ſcarce ever be wantingtoa Duel; many 
hours, if not days intervening between the De- 
ſignment and the Execution. And in that inter- 
val 'tis not poſlible for all the Opiate Receits in 
Satan's Pilbenſatory to keep the Conſcience ſo 
drowſie, that it ſhall not ſtartle, but it will un- 
doubtedly repreſent to a man the horrour of that 
he is going about : which is no leſs than the enga- 
bing himlelf in a double Murder, his own, and 

is Adverſaries. For the wilful hazard of both 
taſtens on him the guilt, though both happen to 
ſurvive the Combate. Bur if it be his own fate 
to fall ( as he has mnch reaſon to expeR, who 
thus puts himſelf our of Gcds egg *- 

ares. 
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dares his vengeance ) what poſſible hope can re- 
* + main for him, who'thus dies in that very aRof 
the greateſt ſin? We are generally apt to thigk 
- butuncomfortably of thoſe who make away theme 
ſelves: but certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be 


Canonized, in compariſon with a man that dies 


in Del; the Principle of that being often an ex- 
cellive Fear of God, which ſure is leſs culpable, 
than /prophane contempt of him. Beſides the 
temptation in that caſe is uſually more violent 


and impetuous ; it being ( if not begot, yet ) che- 


riſht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un- 
tractable and obſtinate of all humours : whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
too free a Jollity. And laſtly, that, of how 
heinous a kind ſoever, is yet but a ſingle fin, 
whereas this, as I ſaid before, involves a twofold 
uilt. And of how crimſon a colour muſt that 
oul appear before Gods Tribunal that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud ! 

20. AND now whocan chule but cry out in 
the Prophet Eſay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, and 
hearken QO Earth! What ſtrain of wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of men, that can thus knowingly 
and conlideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch un- 
ſpeakable miſchiefs? Eſpecially fiance here they 
want even that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves 
to embolden them to other ſins, viz. the hope of 
a future repentance. For thoſe that make bur 
the {lighteſt meal :r2s of that, can ſcarce fancy 
any 
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any o—_— of it in this caſe : ſince to him 
that dies, there ſeldom remains any ſpace of in- 
terval between his fin and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres 
to deſcend, which ſhould waſh away his bloud- 

lltineſs ; or if there did, yet what expeRation 
sthere he ſhould imploy itto any effet? Such 
preſumptuous conſiderate fins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove; and after fuch 
an high and daring provocation, 'tis very reaſon- 
able to expe&X God ſhould withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he ſhould add 
higher. a 

21, THESE Conſiderations are all of them 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they ſhould be 
ſo univerſally ineffetual : which can proceed 
from nothing but the want of cloſe and ſerious 
application. Would men dare but to mect lingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'twould certainly 
! | ſuperſede all other Dae/s. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me to add, but to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to beſeech them to grapple 
+ while but with the force of Reaſon, a Combate 
of all others the ſecureſt, where to be ſubdued is 
more glorious than to conquer in any other : and 
when it has deſpoiled them of that falſe courage, 
which expoſes them to ſuch diſmal ruines, to 
permit it to re-inſpirit them with a true one, ſuch 


as may give them daring enough to ſtand up 
againl(t 
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agaiaſt this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom ; 
endeavour to baniſh it out of Ghriſtendom, and 
take off that Reproach which our profeſſion lies 
under from ſo impious a practice, which havii 
no, other Tenure but Preſcription, there w.. 
nothing but Deſuetude to deſtroy it. Let ev 
mad for his own part ſtrictly abſtain from it, aa 
vow the doing ſo, and then by ceaſing to beg 
FE frion, it will ceaſe to be at all. | 
22, BUT themilery of it is, no man will a 
ſume to be leader in this fo noble an Enterprilg 
to begin this ſo neceſſary a Reformation : which 
though it have ſomuch more of compliance a 


to carnal Intercſts, than its contraty, that 
doubt not many with it were univerſal ; yet 

it beſo, they think 'twill be uncreditable to any 
particular perſon. . But were that the certai 
event of it, 'tis ſure that reproach ought to be de 
ſped, when it comes in competition with Duty, 
In this caſe the reſolution of David ( as greaty 
Sword-man as any of them ) is moſt proper ; | 
will yet be more vile than thus, 2 Saw. 6.22, And 
certainly a man cannot pals a more glorious Mat: 
tyrdom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch at 
account. I amfſure 'tis a real ſhame to ſee that 
men can offer violence to all their deareſt conx 


plicated Intereſts, tocomply with that unchriſt- 


an cuſtom, yet cannot crols a ſingle imaginary 
one, to ſuppreſs it. 

23. NAY the truth is, they create Punt 
lio's in this cale, by which themſelves will not be 
govern'd 1n any other. In a common Fire does 
any 
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any man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till he ſee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame? 
Or ifone of theſe popular perſons had been of the 
Philiftines company, when the houſe began to fall, 
Jud 16. 30, would he have ſo dreaded the ſingu- 

ity of a folitary eſcape, as not to have attemp- 
ted it, till ſhoals of others had led the way? We 
have had ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publick A falls, that is by its makers preclu- 
dedfrom being a precedent. And ſure theſe men 
dotacitely ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
iuoneblenel? of this fear, whileſt they confine 
it to this ſingle inſtance. And methinks 'twere 
but juſt, they ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous to themſelves, and at inother things by 
the ame meaſures ; which would prove ſo ſharp. 
a penance as were more likely to reduce them to 
ſobriety, than all the force of Argument. 

24. BUT beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
is ſure an Antidote againſt this eMalady, a way to 
keparate the Duty from the Contempt which 
their fancies have fo cloſely annext to it : and 
that is by making their lives ſo uniformly Chri- 
tian, that it may be evident, 'tis Conſcience, not 
Fear that works with them. Without this I 
know indeed no ſecurity from reproach. For to 
ke aman,who tramples upon all other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a Buckler againſt a 
Challenger, who can be ſo blindly charitable, as 
to impute this to any thing but Cowardiſe? But 
when the-whole tra& of a mans Life is one conti- 
nued courle of Obedience, no man will _ 4 

ou 
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ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To thi 
may be added a chearful and free expoſing higp 
{#lftoall warrantable dangers, when any publigk 
occaſion of hazard is offered : ifhe then ſhew hine 
lf daring, 'twill be apparent, that'tis not the 
fear of Death, but Sin, which locks up his Swan 
from private Duels. Or when there 15 no oppop 
tunity of this active valour, let him approve hs 
paſſive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſon. 
any ſuffering, that attends the diſcharge of a goal 
Conſcience: and of this there is little fear (a 
theſe days eſpecially ) to want occaſions. tk 
that does this, will be in no danger to be defamgd 
fordeclining Dae/s : but on the contrary ſuch 
equable piety will extort reverence from all ; the 
being ſuch a venerable amability 1a it, that the 
moſt prophane do even againſt their wills bearit 
. ſomeinwardreſpeR. F'0 
25. LET not men therefore pretend the 
Fear of Reproach, as an excule, ſince here is 
ready a Salvo for that objection : bur let themly 
an afſiduous practice of all other Chriſtian Vitk 
tues, render: this alſo ſecure to them, and qualk 
fie themſelves for the propagating it to others 
And Oh, that we could once ſee all other quarrek 
amongſt Gextlemen converted into this one hol 
contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt in thighe 
roick attempt. *'Tis the falſe notion of Honout 
that is one of Satan's principal Citadels, like Z 
on to the Febuſites ; and the aſlaulting of that 
would be an atchievement of ſo much glory, that 
he that could proſper ia it, might juſtly on 
cnge 
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then they may lawfull 7 ch their "thiek: of. 
Honour,” yea and that 0 KI too, by wreek- 
og. their utmoſt malice on this:their lo, grand 
Let it be remembred how. longis-oth 
Ms] and cheated the World, and be expoled. 
toall the ſhares, and. dereftazion: of a diſcovered, 
Impoſtor. Nay, let it be hrought to a { 
Arcaigment,- thoſe, innumerable Murders,- -O 
which zt has been;guilty, charged onit, Pee 
ſeouted to deaths, lo utterly extinguiſhed, 
May; ABvEr again Rs APPERT in the World, whit all 
gaodemen appl aud the juſtice, and ſay, Ss 5:60 
thine $ne pies periſh, © Lord. idyivy 
41264;H A V ING. thus reflected, on the. com, 
mon Ahuſes- of Re wtution, all that. remains,15-40, 
ealider.how injurious men axe to themſelves wt 
aa anagery: of this Talent, which might by 
,NOt OL PEO their tigal;acoount,but.eyen 
_ ent; plealure, For firſt, he that at 
advice xelcues any man ms 2\courle 
rot woe feel ſo unutterable a complan 
wr ag havingdone fo, that he will findhew 
;to.him(elt,,. .as-well as the other, and,w1 
-Aotemptation to think humſelf unprofir 
» though. that were to be. his dnlyRe- 
wy {This bringing lioners to cepentancs4649 
noble,,; 
God: himſelf 


0, gp ing. 2 delign,: that. it drew, even, 
ram, Heaven to proſecute it ;, ad 
that rgot by cheap; and calie means,,.. bur by. is 
thols ;Sufferings,) which fiumane Nature,m 
anc L trembles 
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rrembles ”— -yer ſuch was'the joy of Man” oa 
tibtt,' which was ſeFbefore hink, aS'enabled him 
evdare the Croft, 'nnitMpife the ſhame, Heb, 19; 
Howtrich a bet #4it nt it *then'be to a many 
pattibe\v ith Hin h that joy; t6 ſhare with bind 
fize; up Soya caſter terms; to MO 
<i breath for r t which exhauſted his 
#iX6Þecome”(cin's lower inferior ſence )' 4'S66 
Fidirwihout Cyo6bs 2 - 0708 
1022.7 PN' like- Wihner * thas by a ftria&an 
extitplary cohveiſation ſors! himfelf up a "Jad 
newitos dire& et in this' turbulent and' d: 
rous'Sea; his light, "tis true; pos forth to'6thi 
Marbthe warm che Ts be at of it's 
within kis own breaſt, What araty "W 
eWftting' reflezions may he make 0H; 
lizt cali 'riaſte bod! S. Pet's Procefta wtioh! 4 
26.26; that hy 99 pare frons tht 'Bloud of al mint 
Tithe hartick any ſcardalois Exarnple| 
rep / fouÞ; but on the contrary hath by 
tios atty of Verratuhdld voted] 
breeders Profelfiori;/ aSto draw 
Os hot t9/ the ' Namie, 'Diit tHe oberetives 
bf?” That Hath made it hivbuſineſs $6 f 
th! Gap;-n6t 8nly by*His ifitercefons"wi 
boaſt tHe PTagues, Dirt by lis: eftexval 
FrhendgatniPthe fins of the Wriohy' | 
Mer rivks Hf ad BENE irik on 
HT Rent —_—_— Ain nyt 
oelierg to Veins ſtop t6thdſe tripure torre 
asalways been acctinted ſh plorious at 


f redeem ones Country ftotit ſlavery, ay 
ave - 
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haves bbdught:theirigreateft hazards r paid} 
witatjie Tide of:a! Patriot; -But ealursacd ror 
fallagei fo: igabble,-ne (ervituderſo miferable;: as 
thar oÞ Vice, and/conſequently; ho attempt-ſo-- 
worthy; '-{o-ingannos,” ſo. fatisfadory 'to:theun- 
dcatafoer, as tobreak-that yoke; He thatafpires 
_—_ . 64 — _ y on 

the deie ve pdt; a $ upbr 15gua againſt inſt 
Sazad 5 Bortothiraims at this" fort of 'publick 
Rrfornhations, Maintaitis an-invalive War againſt . 
hon,vand id mare ſhakes his kingdom. . The re- 
dacingofany finoer is the di hinioffa 
bis utvopt ! territory; and weakens his 

_ the: notha, ea i9oy ons trus 
DPibGot Spirit which though! many have | 
tended710; frein -whom we: liſolni cotddegiof 
es; yerthoſe very: pretenſions bear wit- 


| telstorhe excallency of the thirig, and ought to 


animate/tnen ta be; indeed, whar: ſo many; have 
chbaded th be thought. © + _!.: \ 62 21; 


w +bas. :-SUPROSE I need not go on tothe 
"4 Met bis Be mans ſenſe;. without con- 


&tither his Reaſon or ; Religion, / will be 
20-pronoutdce: that 'tis better to be' in Peace 


WH than Hoftilityy to bave a whole than 2 wounded 


\borly, -to-keep: ſegurely his own-/ſtation,: than to. 


FF bebuinetilikea;P af rridge on tht Mountains by the. 
J evenger of Bloud, The greater 1s \ the Miracle, 


that men whein all other inſtances devote them- 
elves wholly to their ſenſuality, ſhould here 0n- 
ly abjureit; that when body and ſoul come ia 
competition, hve as if they had no ſoul, yer up- 

T IAC L 2 on 
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orithis abraſion candare; us if they. had no bodies;! 
Ohthar:men ſhould be ſuch ill: husbands of theirs 
ſufferings, and thus'enhance:Satan's markezs!, 
Alas;' Hell is a Purchaſe wilt never be taken out! 
of their-hands; how many Ch ſoever they, 
ſeeabpur it,” they maly ſecure: their. Eſtate chews; 
firm ettough byirhoſe fins they how more! 
of 11why thould they be thus .matly prodig 
out-bit/the common' rate? Muft Drntlaiieg bag 
Damaation, 'as uſually: do: Wares, deared] 
thanother men?:' How is Perdition beconre. iſo 
amiable; that like Rachel, «i double far. 
judged tight foriiv; whileſt Heaven in them 
con like Leab,is ſamuch depp/ſea,that'tist 
to haverhatobtruded'on them, t 
upon' por ths: ealieft-terms? ''Certamly | the 
Gorge Oprticks which theſe! 


_ rake of. : God they: could bot! 


perſwaded if = tobreak,uyes! ar leaſt forigs 
while-to lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes;: and behokdy 


thiizz'in their .grdaine and proper ſhapes: andy 


belafamy,which fetsmen'at fletiarice with God 


thenTdoubt notrthey will difcem that == 
andthar:: "Repuration: [then :alome-becomes 


mable;>whea like a River ir-piys ics: Tribaterd! 


the '@cean, »protmotes his Glory,: at whoſe .ſeew 


king without «iniqutjon): taſt both thaw. 
e 


lyes'ahd UENO! Its” iT; I KUO 
1 2 2 TTL Shs UI EA can 
nomel | 12 ig ti alas 01 1111177 2oviet 
ni 2Mmoo hiv! bn 1nd 331i ; :ionpeds u 
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THE CONCLASION, .. 


| E'hove' now according to our 
propoſed eMethod, forvate dis 
| ftinttly fey everal 2 ok 
$ which NY! om en] may ſureh's 
ame teſtimony which Citcb « and Joſhua did A 
wnb. 14. The Land, which we 
to ſearchit, "is an excecding good 
Te 4 Sick and fertile Soil wherein theſe men ate 
eh f wh as hath a natara} aptitude aud vigour 
e She moſs. excellent Fruits, Bat Paradiſe 
-/ rrnpliaby dreſſing, and there fore we find Am 
hid that work afffgned him in his Innocence. 
fwely theſe his uf W/ well ſubmit zo the Fx 
Ee 6, by the faithful Pre whereof they may 
Ave ſome oof towards that his orifing 


. I'T need not be again inculcated, that all theſe 
thei Receits have their ſpecial and particultr ends 
i Gods aſignment.” "Twill be more uſeful to remem- 
ber them, how nearly they are concern'd not to' pet» 
vert the Counſelo " God againſt themſelves, by neg- 
ling ro em their due expected improve- 

x 61 though he be « moſt liberal, yet is he not 
inghgen Maſter, but keeps an exatt and punttual 
Q L3 


account 
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- account he whatever he thus delivers out, and will ug 

fail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of his Good, 
ar or an thufe has fo Fatelangt fiicacy, that 

quite changes ot Nature, converts them from ble 

Fog, to the heavieſt Curſes: would God too mi 
men had not thus exemplified their opp 4eftruttive 
power, and by s kind of Anti-cteation breugh 
Darkneſs out of Light. 


3. BUT *tis La” they ſraphe be offhe - 
fleep in that Dorkeef, ; bpm themſe : 
i there gnriſth if thiclittle Tratt te 


ſe b ban aUwW t0, tha 


| i rra "W) '$0. diſtar, th - eh, 
ther to n+ Er Chop, (4 nd «Phi 
ner COPE Mo & Ty 
foto put themin mind, \that *2. the nezaft. of o 
freeſt. enj 6 e493 they, are_ ſtill bur: Stewar TY 
know not bow ſooy for Lord. way ſunonon thew, 
0 Accounts. * And\with what confuſing 
flernation muſt a: appear af the: great Audit, 


have ſounfaith anated bets truſt 7 "T6 that 
fore now no ply time to dally, ' bat by an jd 
Joe and diligence to endeavour to. redeem their 
ill-hucbandry, left they run the Fate of that 
Servant mentioned; Matth. 24. be ſuxprifed i 
midſt of their Inor dinacies, &ad have their north 
Sexes them in . weeping: and gnalhing) « 
teet 
14. AND ow what Ob iefFion can the 
nrake 45ataf this ſo nece(, trees 4 \Caution, T.. 
ounded upon ſuch Motives, .4 4 (ould wer bingo 


«« jo 
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Jeſt prevail upon, all ſorts. of tempers + Valy 
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ſe of Fear, here are thoſe terrors of the 


Wine 4u9 ſev 

Lord, which are amazing enough to ſet even 4 Bel- 
ſhazzar ( though with the Cup at his. Mouth hris Gon- 
ewbines by his fide ) a trembling, Certainly be muſt 
put be only frozen bus petrified in aeſperate tmpiety, 
whom even a plimpſe of thoſe eternal flames wall nos 
be able to diſſolve. 

5. BUT if Fear (though of God) be top dege- 
nerows 4 P afſjon for 4 Gentleman to own, this advice 
tan pon 45 good grounds adarefi, it ſelf to their 
Hope : there is as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, as- he outer Darkneſs for the ynprofi- 
table Servant. For though God have Right af ab- 


1a Dominion, and might exat# obedience on his 


'e command ; yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew hins- 
ſelf 4 Benefattor than « Lord, and therefore de- 
to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 


tine methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Way in- 
deed the end of his Commands is only to make us 04> 
ble Subjetts Fl thoſe Eternal Feljcities he deſires 
to be 


And this ſurely is enough to excite men to 


diligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have 
| recezved, fance it is indeed themſelves they are tra- 
ding for. The ſtock it is true is Gods, but all the jn- 


ereaſe of it will by his bounty certainly dewvolye on 


them. And therefore as Naaman's Servants 


if. thought the cure he was in purſeit of, deſerved « 


: 


ſubmiſſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, If the Pro- 


gl -phet had bid thee do ſome great thing, wouldtt 
thou not have done it? 2 ki»gs 5. 3. So ſurely 


we. may conclude thoſe endleſs Joys propoſed by God, 
L 4 


are 
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are cheaply earned even by the moſt exhauſting Ls 
bours, the moſt vigorous Tasks. +7 7-2 
-.6. BUT ſuch # the tendernefi, and Indulgeng 
of our gracious Maſter, /* earneſt his defire of his diþ 
perſing his Rewards, that he will not truſft mens ſloth 
and folly. with ſuch a (99 pd of defeating | then 
ſelves ; and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Conds 
then, We have feen, through all the ſeveral wg 


Duty; which conſtitute the Gentleman's Galli 

that they are of « quite diſtant frame, not Toils bu 
Refreſhments, nt Yokes but Growns, ſuch as diffey 
only in fize from-thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they 
zend; ſo thar here is bait even to the greateſt Volup 
tuary. And whothat obſerves how many ſuch thete 
be,. would expetFthis Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould ftil 
hang untouched? -Yet ſuch a prepoſterous T, emeper aut 
have op pt on, that they are proof againſt all thiſt 
alluremtnts, Good God! what contradiftions ant 
men made up of ! It is the buſineff of their livesti 
purſue pleaſures, ang yet when thoſe of the moſt reſs 
ned and exquiſite ſort would run into their embracth, 
thexgrow coy, 4nd cannot be gourted to receive then, 
We daily ſee the Devil hath his Martyrs : it ſeem 
he ES is Alceticks too. And ſo witty is the Warls 
grown in — that they have found out a (in 
of ſelf-denial. Won1d God theſe abſurd e Mortifiers 
might be perſwaded to remit ſomewhat of their ſewt- 
rity. The moſt rigid Orders in Religion have ſtil 
indulged Joe relaxation, ſome times of Feſtiony: 
why ſhould Satan's Votaries be ſo much more Jealem 
than God's, as to make their abſtinences ſo perpetual} 


7. It 
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7, +T fpraks indeed the Cruelty of that eMaſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it ves his Policy alſo. He well 
news that if theſe Divine Lights [houla but infinu- 
ate themſelves, they wonld ſoon undermine his whole 
Foundation't ſo raviſbing' and attraftive are they, 
thet nothing but « perfett Ignorance of them can be 
Hmulet ſufficient againſt their Charrhs.” And there» 
fre it ts his neceſſary concern to keep men from ever 
tefting of them, the leaſt reliſh whereof would be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his adulterated Delicacies. 
$9 we ſee he can give ſome rational attount of his 
pert of the matter, Bat what can men ſay for then 
ſelves, who play his Game for him, even when their 
own Souls are at the take, that at once renounce that 
Eternal intereſt, and Preſent pleaſure ? This is in- 
deed in Davids Phraſe, 2 Sam. 3, 33. to die as a 
Fool dieth. Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet pat into fetters; no extrinſick hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of Life, and cat and live happily here, 
and ylorioufly for ever. And yet like Solomon's 
flwwrerd they hide their hands 1n their boſom, and 
will not ſomuch as bring them to their mouths, 
Prov. 19. 24. | 

8 THIS is ſo ftapid « Folly, as none that pre- 
texds to common ſenſe, would in any worldly concern- 
ment be guilty of, Will any man renounce 4 rich unt- 
chargeable Reverſion, whey he is not only wooed, but 
bribed by 4 confiderable Sum in hand not to diſclaim 
it? I fear there are few ſo mortified to Wealth, 
4 to do it upon the ſcore of Self-denials and ſure no 
| | 147, 


Lo. rv There is but one circu imagy 
le, that could reaſonably avert him, and thatyy 
the ſuſpicion of Deceit, that the Coin which. is offer 
£d him is falſe and adulterate, And that I may ut 
he wnaer 4 neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men mid, 
I foal ſuppoſe it not unlikely that this ſcruple may # 
«ar to them in the preſent Caſe. They have ſo lay 
krowght all their Bullion to Satan's eMint, Jofferc 
bin to ftamp their Plesſures, that none. will now 
g4ff for carrens with them, which has not his Im 
preſi: and .upon this account "tis too probable the 
may diſtruſt the validity of the preſent Payment, diþ 
beljeve the pleaſantneſSof thoſe Duties I have here 
recommended to their Enjoyment, as well as Pr 
FFice. Nor ſbell I deſire to impoſe on their belief, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and apped 
zo their Senſe. But ther wy muſt remember, thit 
that is uncapeble of judging by any other means but 
Experience: 4nd therefore if all that bas been ad 
dreſs to their Reaſon be ineffettual, that. remains 
45 the laſt reſerve for their convincement, Let eve 
ry one of them ſeriouſly and conſciextiouſly ſ# 
#9 the Practice, ( and allow only for ſo much of 
difficulty, as naturally attends the interrupting 4 
contrary Cuſtoms ) and then let him if he cen, doubt 
of the Pleaſure, Let him allow himſelf” bat this 
one Medium to infer it, and I ſhall defie his diſſent 

FL 
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# the Concluſion. Let him ſow with me this 
bendful of Seed inthe Tears of true Contrition for 
remembring his Duty and Intereſts ſo late, and 1 
ſhell reſt confident he will reap in joy i» this World, 
ind carry the news of it to another, even thither 
alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abundance of 
Fruit to his account, be bleſt here, and crown'd 
eternally. 
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| I oLESSED a vet rent 
13 reature;'' thy 'not unprofitable 
| and Nothful, « widkdg! "Servant, do' 


ere profirate my; elf ar hey Feet, 'Humbly ac-/ 
- knowledging - that-1 have moſt{perverſly Hey 
7] moſt, treacherouſly miſ-in mployed ape, 
" us" Talents i Herdwit 
Jet me./'-I' have," O' Lord, unworthily buſes! 
J thoſe es Mezcies' which thou haſt afford- 
A &d me 'as] a Man, ' and t' CR y | whole 
JI Miving"betn x: continued refiftance bo th 
"I Diftates both - of Rexſon and Rai ny Bis 
{] Thave'yer' farther: perverted thoſe | of, 
| enliesof tin, 'whereby thou” haſt a 
with and trieke-arl un grathhl mo My 
Coreg: hath had/ no coflnen Chi 
0 &, Bt Ehaye obſtinately arſine: + e Ways, 
- which F'ktew' led'to-the Charnbers' of Death; 
I] #d by advancing my Sins fron; Ignorances to 
I Preſumprions, hath*ferved only t& render "Irie" 
| Plable to the Srentit': 'namber of Arip 
'} Wealth' whereby F-ſhould have gl6i 
6 | {uccoured iny Brethren, #'h#\ 


That 
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iato fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouf- 
peſs, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War 
pinſt Thee with:thing-own Treafure, Iv. 

uL-Q Lord, .. have./1. been. .4n- the.ue | ; 
righteous Mammon ; and who then ſhall w... 
mit tomy truſt the true Riches? I have walk 
ed that Time thou haſtgivsn.me, to work out 
my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
| nay often fo viciouſly and impiouſly, that Idle 

Fete FHgugh, & Crying OH woaorn, [hat 

Jeoteſt Jh of my guils,; t che 

th Days-havmng 6 

| -- 4 or; 8n19ymen x 
; pr aking.it UE DET To 

to. ets $ Cas 74 ina 


La the mms tm I 
whe = My, 4 pal or, Example cou, 1 
d now, © Lord, how: uaknown 
a weight .of Re do Hil mgere. +ha :2am 49 
anſwer fi for.. lor, GE hae ba S835.) oy | Othes.nmagnith 


well as my, &},, ghar ave thus been. A 
<Mizph,, abd 3 Net, gag on Et 


the Inftrumagr; of, ,entangling 
ſo many Sop}s - O mexcituh one pa = 


giſt A nh. be deaily; oh ;p es 
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pity both on them, and me; Give me a ſincere 
and earneſt Repentance, for my own offences, 
and if it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome way 
inſtrumental tothe begetting the like in them, 
that I may be as contributive to their Recovery, 
as I have been to their Fall : Andlet theconſci- 
ouſneſs of my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in 
all the parts of my Steward(hip, excite me to2 
more diligent and induſtrious improvement of all 


Þ thoſe advantages thou haſt put into my hands, for 


thy glory, the benefit of my Brethren, and the 


FJ eternal joy of my own ſoul. Grant this, O gra- 


cious Lord, for his ſake who came to call ſinners 
toRepentance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


A Thankſgtving, 


| MOST gracious and moſt bountiful 
Lord, who doſt good unto all, but 
haſt in an extraordinary meaſure 


J abounded to me thy unworthieſt Servant. I de- 


fire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, 
to confeſs and celebrate this thy great good- 
neſs. Lord, thou haſt not been to me & Wil- 
derneſs, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed 
my Lot to fall in 'a fair ground. Thou baft 
not only given me a Natural, and a capacity 


{of a Spiritual life, but haſt alſo enriched me 


with many advantages for the comfortable ſup- 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of 


| the other, above what thou affordeſt to mul- =: 


titudes of others. Thou haſt liberally given” * 
M me 


me.of the Dew, of Hcaven, and fatneſs of the 
Earth, 'an aſſurance. of all thofe good things 
whyzch may both oblige and afliſt me chearful- 
ly to ferye Thee. O let not my Heart like 
Grdeox's Fleece remain dry, whileſt all abouy 
it. is. thus plentifully . watered from Heaven; 
but: give: me, I belgech thee, ſuch a ſenſe of 


thy, Mercy, as may cxprels it lelf in a cons. 


ſtant. and zealous Obedience. Thou haſt doge 


ſo. much,,for this meancſt Plant in thy Vings: 


yard, | dreſt it and: fenc'd. it about with Thy 


Grace [and Providence ; and having built s [| 


Wine-preſs, mayeſt. moſt reaſonably expe& 


ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vigs, 


tage. O let not ſo gracious, fo equitable 4 
demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes, let it not bring forth 
wild:Grapes; let not thole Advantages I enjoy 
above others, tempt me to exalt my ſelf, ordes 
ipiſe them, but grant me always to- remembex 


that it is thou only that makelt me differ fromy: 
another. Lord let' thy Methods-be my Docus! 


ments, thy Diſpenſations of Indulgence tox 
wards me, the Engagements and Bands of the- 
cloſeſt and moſt inviolable Duty, that that Emir 
nzncy of condition wherein thou. haſt placed me- 
in this World, may be an effequal Admonition 
to meto be eminent in Vertue, that Men ſeeing 
my good Works, may gloriſtie Thee my Heaven: 
ly Father, through Jctus Chriſt our Lord and 
bleſſed Saviour. Ame.z. | 
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A Prayer. SN «2 ES 
F% THOU moſt Righteous por Tar: 


| 


mean, ' nor acceÞptelſt the perlopsg He 
jd [cri- 


to confider, that none of thoſe quyward 
Privitedges Tenjoy among rfien, can exempt m 


tirtn : And oh let theſe Terrors of the Lord 
tiiely perſwade; yea cooftraiti me to a, chear- 
fil imploying of all I have received, to thoſe 
eds for which thou haſt beſtowed them; "Lord, 
ro that the Knowledge thoii haſt given me 
may have fuch an efficacy oa my Pragtice, 
"} thit it may always guide, never upbraid me. 
tid as thou haſt opened thy hand wide to me 
in terhporal pfeaty, fo ealarfe my heart in 
Thankfulneſs toward thee, and in Compaſſion 
ant Bounty toward thy poor Members: I am 
mt ſtraitned 'by thee, O let me not be ſtrait- 
ned in my own bowels; let neither Covetoul- 
neſs nor Riot make me. poor in the mid[t of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoymear 
which conſiſts in, a Charitable diſpenſing of 
them, that =rigary all the unſatisfying nau- 
fated pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe ta 
M 2 my 
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my ſelf that more ſolid tranſcending delight of 
ſuccouring the diſtreſſes of my fellow-Chriſte 
ans. Lord, ſuffer not my wealth to be only 
a lading with thick Clay, -nor the Ruſt nh 


to bear 'witnels againſt me, but rather 
me*.of the number of thoſe that need reli 
than of 'thoſe who want hearts to give it. -And 
ſince 'in thy . gracious Providence thou. halt 
placed me 1n a condition of eaſe and vacang 
© let; me not pervert it into-a life of Idleneh 
and Senſuality, let me not be leſs, but betta 
buſied than other 'tmen. O never ſuffer me ts 
incur the guilt of reproach of being more. ie 
mils or indifferent 'in my entercourſe ih 
Thee, than others are of their Traffique a 


the World, of having leſs care of my own: 
other mens immortal Souls, . than they have; 
their, corruptible bodies ; but make me ſo-in 
doſtriouſly to husband every, -minute of that 
tecious Time thou lendeſt me, here, as my 
in, order to a bleſſed Eternity both cf :my' 
ſelf, and as many more as thou-ſhalt put wil 
in my reach. Q let not any perſons ever hayy 
cauſe to accuſe their relation to me, for be 
traying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereafter; 
but "grant that all that are under my care or 
power, may receive ſuch whollome influence 
from me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Practice 
among them ; And, - Lord, grant that my Ex 
ample may be ſuch-to all, that I never prove to 
any an occaſion of Falling: Let me never con: 
tribute to that power and empire which uy 
wh | a5 
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has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou- 
rage oppoſe all impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- 
celsful ſoever; Let me think nothing Honour- 
able, but what bears thy ſtamp and impreſs on 
it, but engage, and animate, and 1nflame my 
benumm'd breaſt, to the moſt eager and vigorous 
endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Ver- 
tueto ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an affiduous Pra- 
Qice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant an 

ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may of 
ſo qualife me -experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an effe- 
ual ( though unworthy ) Inſtrument in thy 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, and that renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire to 
noother honour but that of being approved by 
Thee as a good and faithful Servant ; that by thy 
mercy having my infirmities covered, and my 
Sincerity accepted, I may at laſt be admitted in- 
tothe Joy of my Lord, through the merits of Je- 
ſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Mediator. 


Amen, 


FINIS. 
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1A Catalogne of ſome Books printed for, and ſold by Robert 
Pawler, at the Bible 3x Chancery-Lane, near Fleetſtreet; 


Raftical Chriftianity, or an Account of the Holineſs which the 

Goſpel Enjoyns, withthe Motives to it, and Remedies it 

propoſes againſt Temprations, with 2 Prayer concluding each di- 
tot Head. 

Hilare Anglicum, Or, A view of all Towns, Villages, &c. 
in England, with the Hundreds, Rapes and Wapentakes wherein 
they are ; ſo that naming any Town or place, you may readily 
find what Shire, Hundred, &c. it is in, ColleAtcd by the appoint- 
ment of the eminent Sr. Henry Spelman, Kt. | 

Nineteen Sermons Preached by that Eminent Divine, Henry 
Hammond, D. D. 

Golden Remains of the ever memorable Mr. Jobn Hales of Eaton 
Glledge, 8c. The ſecond impreſſion, with additions not before 
publiſhed 


Epiſcopacy as eſtabliſhed by the Law in England, writren by the \ 
eſpecial Command of the late King CHARLES, by R. Saws- 
&rſon, late Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 

A Scholaſtical Hiſtory of the Canon of the Holy Scripture ; Or 
the certain and indubirtate books thereof, as they are received 
_ Church of England : by Dr. Cofin, late Lord Bp. of Dur- 


A ColleQtion of Articles, Injunftions, Canons, Orders, Ords- * 
wnces and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, with gther publick Re- 
cords of the Church of England, with a Preface, by «Amtbong 
$rrow, Lord Biſhop of Norwich, 

A Rationale on the Book of Common-Prayer of the Church 
of England; by Anthony Sparrow, Lord Bp. of Norwich: with 
bis Caution to his Dioceſe againſt falſe Dectrines. 

The Whole Duty of Man, laid down in 4plain familiar-way, for 
the uſe of All, bur eſpecially the Meaneſt Reader - Neceſſary for all 
Families. With private Devotions for ſeveral Occaſions, 7 

The Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Piety, Or an Impartial Sur. 
ey of the Ruines of Chriſtian Religion, undermined by Un- 
ariſtian Practice ; By the Author of the Whole Duty of Man. 

, An Hiſtorical Vindication of the Church of England as it 
lands ſeparated from the Roman, &c by Sir Roger Twiſden, 
loight and Baroact. 

; Mr, ChiJ- 


Mr. Chill;ngworth's Reaſons againid Popery, perſwading his 
Friend to return to his Mother the Church of England, bd 
the Church of Rome. 

The Book: of Homilies appointed to be read in Churches. 

Conſtitutions and. Canons Ecclebaſtical. 

Divine Breathings, or a Pious Soul thirſting after Chriſt, ig 

100 excellent Meditations. 
' A Treatiſe of the Engls/H Particle: ; ſhewing muich of the ya- 
riety of their fignifications and uſesin Engliſh : and how to ren- 
der thern inte. Latin, according to the propriety and elegan'y 
of that Language; with apraxis upon the ſame; by Willian 
Walker, B. D- Schoolmaſter of Grantham. 

The Royal Grammar, commonly called Lies Grammar, ex- 
plained, opening the meaning of the Rules with great plainneſs to 
the underſtanding of Children of the meaneſt capacity, with choice 
obſcrvations on the ſame from the belt Authors: by W. Walker; 
B.D. Author of the Treatiſe of Engli/þ Particles. 

A Catalogue of the names of all the Parliaments or reputed Pars 
liaments from'the year 1640- 

A Narrative of ſome Paſſages in or Relating to the Long 
Parliament, by 4 perſon of Honour. 

The Nunns Complaint againſt the Frycrs, being the Chargegi- 
ven in the Court of France againſt them, upon which the ſaid Fry» 
ers were caſhiered. 

Pia Defideria, viz. Gemitue Anime Pamitentu, Veid Ammd 
Sante, ſuſpiria Anima Amantss. 

"The Preſident of Prefidents: Or, One G2neral Preſident for 
Cothmon Aſſurances by Deeds: Wherein there is an Extradt of all 
the general Learning arid Forms of Preſidents now extant: By 
William Sheppard, Eſq; 
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